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1 Introduction

Dublin Bay, the coastal gateway to the City of Dublin, encircles a magnitude of ecological, cultural, historical
and aesthetic amenities. It is recognised there is a need to provide greater access to the coast, both for the
people of Dublin and for visitors to the City, and to encourage them to take advantage of this superb natural
amenity.

The vision of S2S is to provide a continuous promenade and cycleway approximately 22 kilometres in
length, around Dublin Bay from Sutton to Sandycove linking existing and proposed cycle and walking
routes. The proposed route for S2S is contained within the boundaries of Fingal County Council, the Dublin
Docklands Development Authority, Dublin City Council and Dun Laoghaire County Council, as shown on
Map 1.

The environment of Dublin Bay is of tremendous national and international importance and the increased
access to the bay afforded by S2S will promote a greater understanding and appreciation of Dublin Bay and
the need to conserve and protect its unique features.

S2S is seen as a great opportunity to display information on these subjects and to allow controlled access
for individuals and groups in order to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the importance of the
environment and heritage that is Dublin Bay. In the long term, protection of the environment of Dublin Bay
depends on the appreciation of the residents of Dublin City and visitors to the City, of the importance and
sensitivity of the Bay.

The completed project will provide a major recreational and leisure facility readily accessible by all age
groups with the potential to become a significant tourist attraction within the Dublin Region, especially as
the route commands unparalleled views of Dublin Bay and, when completed, would be the longest
promenade in Europe.

As a major public amenity the route is blessed with a number of natural and cultural resources, which can
be developed to provide a range of educational opportunities for young and older children. The promotion
of the route as a commuter and recreational facility and the holding of specially organised events, such as
fun runs or triathlons will ensure that S2S can contribute in a significant way to the promotion of active living
and healthier lifestyles.

In early 2004 the Dublin Regional Authority requested tender submissions to carry out a Preliminary Design
and Environmental Study for S2S.

The study was awarded to a strategic design team formed by WSP, AWN Consulting Ltd, Tíros Resources
and Ryan Hanley Consulting Engineers. WSP have been responsible for the Transport Planning and
Engineering aspects of the route as well as the overall management of the project. The urban planning and
landscape design skills required to deliver the brief have been provided by Tíros Resources, whilst AWN
Consulting Ltd have undertaken the Environmental Report and Archaeological assessments and provided
the environmental input into the engineering design.

In accordance with the study brief and the scope of the works the consultant’s addressed the route
development under the following three broad areas of consideration and the obvious interaction between
them:

1. Engineering

2. Environmental

3. Landscaping

In overall terms the study output consists of this Preliminary Design Study and the accompanying
Environmental Report. Drawings of the route are contained throughout Section 3 of this report. These
drawings illustrate the overall preferred route alignment and design details that apply to each section and it
is essential that this report is read in conjunction with the drawings.

The Environmental Report under separate cover serves as a baseline assessment that identifies the key
environmental issues that will need to be addressed during subsequent design development and, where
required, the preparation of Environmental Impact Assessments for sections of the route.

Throughout the design process, consultations have been held with a wide range of bodies including
government agencies, the local authorities, key stakeholders and interest groups. These consultations have
helped to identify the various opportunities and constraints along the route.

S2S will have a multifaceted role and a key aspect of the route’s success will be its identity and the
provision of an engaging and diverse ‘user experience’. These will come from stimulating potential user’s
perceptions in a variety of ways:

• As a transport route to and from the city centre

As a transport and commuter route, it will be important that it is easy to navigate, reasonably direct,
relatively uninterrupted, safe and enjoyable to use. This will be derived from both the planning and
the detailed implementation of the project.

In order to maximise its potential as a commuter or leisure route, it is important that S2S be
integrated into the existing and proposed cycle network for the City. Other cycle routes such as the
City Centre to Bay Link, the North-South City Links and the Royal and Grand Canal Links shall be
linked to S2S.

Numerous opportunities exist to link with DART, bus stops and other cycle/pedestrian routes. It will
be important for the project to integrate with these as seamlessly as possible, including provisions for
shelter (pedestrians), security (cyclists) and clear/distinctive way-marking.

• As a recreational amenity in its own right

As a recreational amenity in its own right, S2S will provide access to vast lengths of beaches and
secluded bathing places, which currently have limited access. It will provide not only for cycling and
walking but also for a wide range of formal and informal recreation along the way, incorporated into
to route. Formal activities might include everything from ball games, mini marathons, races, parades,
exhibitions and other events. More passive activities might include picnics, bird watching, painting,
and exploring elements of culture, heritage and the arts as trails.
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• As an educational opportunity

S2S will provide controlled and safe access to the wildlife and plant life of Dublin Bay and will enable
groups from varied ages to observe and study the habitats and heritage of Dublin Bay at close
quarters.

• As a link between other nearby recreational areas.

These would include sports fields, St Annes Park, Ringsend Park, Blackrock Park and Dun
Laoghaire Piers, leisure centres, sites of cultural, historic or environmental interest such as the
Martello Towers and Booterstown Marsh and Bull Island Wildlife Sanctuary. Recreational users will
not only look to the intrinsic recreational value of the route for cycling, walking and enjoying the view
but will also be more inclined to use it if it also makes other recreational resources accessible at the
same time.

Further to the original scope of works for this study, the route was ultimately divided into sixteen sections
which form separate entities, as follows:

• Section 1:Sutton to North Fringe outfall

• Section 2: North Fringe Outfall to Black Banks

• Section 3: Black Banks to North Bull Island Causeway

• Section 4: North Bull Island Causeway to Wooden Bridge

• Section 5: Wooden Bridge to Alfie Byrne Road

• Section 6: Alfie Byrne Road to East Wall Road

• Section 7: East Wall Road to North Side Quays

• Section 8: North Side Quays to York Road

• Section 9: York Road to Sandymount

• Section 10: Sandymount to Merrion Gates

• Section 11: Merrion Gates to Blackrock

• Section 12: Blackrock to Brighton Vale

• Section 13: Brighton Vale to Dun Laoghaire West Pier

• Section 14: Dun Laoghaire West Pier to Dun Laoghaire Ferry terminal

• Section 15: Dun Laoghaire Ferry terminal to Dun Laoghaire Baths

• Section 16: Dun Laoghaire Baths to Sandycove Harbour

Section 2 of this report contains an overview of the major design considerations that were addressed prior
to the preparation of the design for the various sections of the route.

Section 3 of the report details the different opportunities and constraints associated with each section
identified through the environmental assessments, on-site investigations, desktop reviews and consultation
process. Following this assessment, high quality and deliverable route designs have been developed that
aspire to the overall vision of S2S whilst considering the engineering aspects and environmental
sensitivities of each section. Detailed consideration of the merging of the various sections of the route and
existing and future planned cycle/pedestrians routes has also been undertaken.

Section 4 addresses the delivery of the project. The potential phasing of the route is outlined and the key
issues that will dictate the completion of individual sections are identified. This section also includes the
identification of potential funding streams and explores options regarding the marketing and branding of
S2S.
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2 Design Considerations

The overall vision of S2S is to provide a continuous promenade and cycleway around Dublin Bay from to
Sutton to Sandycove. The coastline of Dublin contains a wide variety of natural and urban landscapes and
wildlife habitats ranging from the beaches of Sandymount and Sutton Strand, to the Dockland and Harbour
areas of central Dublin and Dun Laoghaire. Clearly, the design considerations of the route along open
sections of coastline will differ significantly from routes through docklands areas or urban parks. Each of
these sections presents various opportunities and constraints that ultimately shape the form and function of
the route.

2.1.1 Learning from existing cycleway and pedestrian initiatives

One of the first steps in the development of the route was the assessment of various examples of cycle
ways and promenades throughout Europe and worldwide. These assessments have helped identify the
design parameters used on various cycleways and walkways with consideration given to the activities that
may take place on them. The research has also identified a range of potential design solutions for the hard
and soft landscaping of the route.

In particular, research has also been undertaken into the European Greenways initiative. Greenways are
routes dedicated to non-motorised traffic that make use of linear infrastructures partially or completely out of
service such as disused railway lines and canal towpaths. These case studies have provided valuable
advice into the layout and connectivity of the routes, as well as the setting up and promotion of the scheme.
However the concept of developing green routes on disused transport corridors does not, in general,
directly apply to S2S. Specific examples of waterfront routes such as in Chicago and San Francisco have
been reviewed and have provided an insight into appropriate widths and segregation for a likely patronage
of a well designed scheme.

In overall terms it is clear that the provision of a promenade and cycleway of this scale around the coastline
of a major international city is a relatively unique concept. The design solutions and landscaping proposals
along the various sections have therefore been developed with existing routes in mind but are invariably
unique to the route.

2.1.2 Desirable design requirements

It is envisaged that a significant volumes of pedestrians and cyclists will use the route for a variety of social,
educational and recreational activities. Properly designed, the route will prove beneficial for young and old,
able and disabled alike. Considering the potential attraction of the route and the various uses, it has been
recommended for safety reasons that the footway should be segregated from the cycleway by some form of
separation.

The primary safety reason is the issue of relative high speed commuters interacting with slow moving or
stationary pedestrians and cyclists and the concept of separation is consistent with the recommendations of
the DTO’s Draft Cycleway Design Guidelines. Depending on the available space and the character of the
route, the separation may vary from a simple kerb to a zone of separation that incorporates lighting columns
and street furniture.

Where the S2S cycleway and promenade aligns adjacent to the foreshore, it is desirable that the cycleway
be approximately 3.5 metres wide, with lane markings to delineate the directions of flow, junctions with

other cycleways or footpaths and stopping or crossing points. The recommended width of the pedestrian
promenade shall be in the order of 3.5 to 4metres wide and these widths are consistent with prevailing
widths of walkways at Clontarf, Sandymount, Dun Laoghaire and Newtownsmith. These widths are
desirable as they facilitate the creation of a vibrant promenade with diverse uses ranging from walking and
jogging to simply standing to admire the view. The generous width will accommodate these uses alongside
each other without conflict.

In locations where the route runs through public parks, it may not be necessary to provide such broad
widths. At these locations pedestrian and cyclist will be able to step off the route onto the grass to relax or
enjoy the open space of the park.

Through the docklands area, conventional cycle lanes and footpaths will be accommodated within the
largely existing road/footpath infrastructure to facilitate cyclists and pedestrians along the S2S route. On
streets where the volume and speed of traffic is low the cyclist will simply share the road space with
vehicles. On these sections in particular, the use of clear directional S2S signage will be required to assure
users that they are still on the route.

Along many sections of the route competing land uses and constraints may require relaxations in the
desirable parameters of the promenade. Constraints which will need to be addressed include:

Bird feeding habitats on the foreshore

Bird roosting habitats on the foreshore

Interesting plant habitats

Areas of amenity interest

Archaeological designations

Traffic related constraints

Engineering constraints

Residential issues; protection of access, privacy and security

At each of these locations an optimum solution has been sought that enables the development of a safe
and enjoyable route whilst minimising impact on adjacent uses. The optimum solutions developed for each
section of route are detailed in Section 2 of this report.

2.1.3 Environmental Considerations

The key design goal for S2S has been to minimise the intrusion of the route into designated conservation
areas whilst also realising the overall vision of the route. Along certain sections of the route, additional
studies have been identified that will be necessary to further define the nature and extent of the
environmental sensitivities present. The proposed scope and contents of these studies have been identified
in this report or in the Environmental Report. It is recommended that the final scope of each study be
agreed with the key stakeholders, who were extensively consulted during the preparation of this study.
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2.1.4 Interaction of Cyclist and Pedestrians

Cyclists and pedestrians have both similar and differing needs that need to be accommodated within the
design of the route. Both sets of users may need to stop, rest, take refreshment, enjoy the view, observe
the wildlife, examine the local built heritage, access the beach, join or leave the promenade and cycleway
and so on. Cyclists need a reasonably consistent and uninterrupted path to follow, somewhere to secure
their bicycles while they engage in other activities and easy integration with other cycleways; while
pedestrians need to travel at their own individual fast or slow pace, congregate in numbers, sit in comfort,
etc. All these and other factors have contributed to the development of the concept for detailing of the
promenade and cycleway.

A clear understanding and demarcation of priorities between cyclist and pedestrian is integral to the design.
Pedestrians must understand where cyclists have priority and vice versa particularly in the context of the
potential speed differentials. This is to be achieved through provision of vertical and horizontal separation
between the promenade and cycleway and through visual and textural differences between surface
finishes.

A further issue that must be addressed is the question of orientation and whether the pedestrian or cyclist
occupies the zone closest to the shore. Having considered the design parameters of other cycleways and
the precedent set in some of the existing routes along the coast, there is a logical hierarchy to the final
solution. Closest to the beach/shore lies the promenade, for pedestrians only, giving access to the shore;
behind this will lie the cycleway from which cyclists can dismount and access the promenade and the shore.
Behind the cycleway may lie a road, park or railway station from which both pedestrian and cyclists gain
access onto the cycleway, promenade and shore.

Movement between promenade, cycleway and beyond has been carefully considered. For the most part,
pedestrians and cyclists will cross paths wherever it suits them, especially where the route lies within an
existing or new public open space; a clear understanding of who has priority, as described above, should
avoid most potential conflicts. Elsewhere it would be appropriate to make specific provision – at pedestrian
crossings, key access points to public open spaces, viewing points, car parks, etc. These will include
breaks in the vertical/horizontal separation between promenade and cycleway and may also include
rumble-strips, ‘give way’ markings and signage.



Sutton to Sandycove Promenade and Cycleway: Final Report. January 2006 6

2.2.1 Landscaping and Landscape Character

The coastal location of S2S is the single unifying characteristic of this project. Notwithstanding this,
however, there is significant variety in the local landscape and the likely experience of the pedestrian or
cyclist as they journey from one part of the route to the next. These differences arise from the broad context
of each section (e.g. coast road, urban street, city centre, quayside and so on), the outlook across Dublin
Bay (e.g. views north to Howth, views south to the Dublin Mountains) and the details of each section,
particularly those where a footpath and/or cycleway are already present.

The Consultants approach has been to work with the unique character of different sections of the route in
the interests of providing a diverse experience for users, while using details that will subtly reinforce a single
identity for the route as a whole. For example, Sandymount Strand already supports a footpath that is well
established and heavily used throughout the year, but there is no cycleway. The existing character of the
lighting and street furniture here is distinctly Victorian style and is much liked by local residents and users.
Therefore it makes sense to work with this style to reinforce local character and maintain diversity along the
route as a whole, while introducing new features such as the cycleway and local signage.

Other sections of the route will be much more contemporary in the choice of materials and street furniture.
Such opportunities exist in particular where there are completely new sections of promenade and cycleway
to be built.

Occasional opportunities arise along the S2S route for creating new public open spaces, for the most part
along the southern half of the route. In some instances these adjoin existing public open spaces, where the
most logical approach is to extend them; for example at the existing Sandymount promenade. Elsewhere
there is the opportunity to maximise the amenity potential of these spaces through the provision of
enhanced access, recreational facilities and opportunities for rest and refreshment.

Consideration has also been given to the likely visual impacts that may arise from the completed S2S.
These impacts are potentially positive as well as negative. For example, the choice of materials in the ‘pier’
or ‘wharf’ type of construction proposed in some sections is critical. These descriptions are used
deliberately to demonstrate a structure that is of relatively traditional appearance and utilises traditional
materials, where unduly contemporary structures would not be most appropriate.

2.2.2 Paving finishes

Certain elements of the detailing along the route will unify different sections. It is intended that paving to the
cycleway be consistent along the whole route, using a language of materials that is already established
within the wider urban area and easily legible to cyclists. For the most part this will comprise a smooth red
bitmac surface with concrete kerbs and white graphics marking lanes in each direction. For the inland city
sections, where the promenade and cycleway utilise existing streets, the cycleway will comprise resin-
bound red chippings at the edge of the road, as already used elsewhere around the city. For the short
section of existing cycleway along the north quays, red bitmac has already been used. Examples of these
finishes are given in the accompanying illustrations.

The promenade will vary according to local character, comprising a range of finishes such as timber
decking, bound gravel, imprinted/coloured concrete, concrete slabs, stone flags and setts. The
accompanying illustrations indicate these types of pavement.

One type or combination of paving materials will be used for each discreet section of promenade, defining
or enhancing local character. The imprinted concrete is best suited to long sections of the route such as
Merrion Gates to Blackrock. The boardwalk solution is to be used extensively along the northern sections of
S2S north of the Wooden Bridge where new pier structures are proposed and this will be a defining
characteristic of this area. Other sections will use imprinted concrete or concrete flags to add a greater

degree of formality. Key locations along the route might most appropriately use the highest quality of
materials such as stone flags, where these will highlight the significance of a particular location, for example
along the Dublin campshires or in Dun Laoghaire Harbour. Examples of these are given in the
accompanying illustrations.

It is intended that setts be used to add edging and details to the pavement that will be consistent between
otherwise differing paving materials. The long lengths of paving materials to the promenade should be
subdivided by bands of concrete or granite setts to add visual interest, surface texture and to accommodate
drainage, underground services and/or expansion joints. These paving finishes will be well suited to
pedestrians, buggies and wheelchairs but give a sufficiently different ride quality to encourage dedicated
cyclists, rollerbladers etc. to use the designated cycleway.

Maintaining the integrity of the cycleway and promenade pavements will be critical to the comfort of users
and the long term maintenance of quality. To this end, the placement of services/utilities beneath the
cycleway and promenade should be avoided wherever possible. This is particularly relevant where
specialised surface materials may be used and may not easily be replaced. One purpose to subdividing the
pavement with bands of setts is to allow a whole ‘panel’ of paving to be replaced and maintain the visual
integrity of the overall pattern of paving.

It has also been considered that some type of flexible paving i.e. blocks or slabs bedded on sand, may be
vulnerable to damage or uneven settlement following periods of inundation by the sea (as happens in
Clontarf and Sandymount for example) and in these areas only in-situ or rigid types of pavement should be
used.

On-street sections of the promenade through East Wall and Ringsend are likely to comprise existing
macadam or concrete pavements and reliance will be placed on street furniture and signage, consistent
with other sections of the S2S route, to provide legibility to this section of S2S.

2.2.3 Lighting

Good lighting needs to be provided along the entire route. This must be carefully chosen to provide even
illumination without shadows on the route while at the same time avoiding light spillage into adjoining areas,
in particular where they are ecologically sensitive. Bollard lights are not recommended unless absolutely
necessary as they provide relatively low levels of illumination and are easily vandalised. Trees should not
obscure lamp standards. Where the route passes adjacent facilities that are intended for daytime use, such
as play areas, consideration should be given to whether these uses might be used for more threatening
uses after dark. It may, in such circumstances be appropriate to increase levels of lighting in such areas.

Lighting located in the central margin will be positioned to illuminate evenly both the promenade and the
cycleway and the central margin will accommodate the lighting cable ducts, avoiding the need to place
these beneath the pavements. If it is likely that these services may be excavated for maintenance or
upgrade purposes, then a simple black bitmac infill to the central margin should be used on the basis that it
is cheap and simple to maintain. However, it is desirable to consider other materials such as imprinted
concrete, setts/blocks or beach pebbles set in concrete. Planting should be avoided, as the establishment
and maintenance of planting to a satisfactory standard in unlikely to be practical along this route. A grass
strip has been included as a reasonable option where there is a mowing regime for existing grass areas
adjoining the promenade and cycleway.

There are exceptions where lighting will be located to one side at the back of the cycleway. These
situations occur generally where there is already lighting in place, or where the cross section of the
promenade and cycleway has been significantly reduced, including the horizontal and vertical separation. In
the latter case, lighting would be more of an obstruction in a central position and the reduced width of the
promenade and cycleway will allow adequate illumination from one side. In a number of locations, the
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cycleway is to be located behind the existing lighting columns, in which case supplementary or replacement
lamps will require fitting to provide suitable lighting for the cycleway.

There are a number of locations where lighting is already in place for example the traditional style lighting at
Sandymount and the contemporary lighting at Dun Laoghaire/Sandycove. As already discussed, these can
be accommodated as desirable variations in local character and should also be retained in the interests of
minimising wastage and costs. During the course of the study it has become apparent that a more
traditional style of lighting and furnishing is preferred for the Clontarf section of the promenade and
cycleway, in order to establish a similar character to that of Sandymount Promenade.

Light spillage has the potential to impact on the two distinct areas of the DART line and the foreshore.
Lighting must avoid undue glare that might prove a hazard to the operation of the DART. The foreshore
along some currently unlit sections of coastline provides a valuable high-water roosting area for birds and
lighting these sections of foreshore has the potential to disturb the bird roosting and feeding areas unless
adequately shielded.

2.2.4 Street Furniture

It is considered preferable to locate street furniture in a series of clusters, for the most part in conjunction
with the lighting columns. Litter bins can be mounted on the base of lighting columns or secured into the
central margin next to them, while seating will be provided at the edge of the footpath close by. Clustering
the street furniture aims to avoid too much visual clutter along the promenade and cycleway and this is
particularly relevant along parts of the northern section between Sutton and Black Banks where the
promenade/cycleway is elevated above the adjoining road and houses and feature on the skyline. At night,
illumination of seating areas should help discourage them from becoming a focus for anti-social behaviour.

On some existing footpath/cycleway routes along the bay, seats have been located at the back of cycle
path, forcing pedestrians to cross from the footpath and sit at the edge of the cycle path. This is not a
satisfactory solution and for S2S. It is important that the seats are located on the promenade, as they
provide for a static activity. In this location they can be easily accessed by pedestrians and cyclists alike,
the latter having to dismount and move off the cycleway in order to use them.

Seats with no backs will allow users to face in either direction, although for the most part it can be assumed
that those sitting will face towards the sea and will not have to endure cyclists passing at speed in front of
them. The central margin plays an important part in that it lies between the seats and the cycleway,
avoiding any potential clash between moving cyclists and those people who are seated nearby.

Railings will also required at the edge of the boardwalk sections, plus other limited locations, and should be
consistent with other street furniture, either existing or new. In Dun Laoghaire, there are distinctive existing
railings along parts of the waterfront and these should be retained, relocated or reproduced as part of the
distinct local landscape. Elsewhere a railing that provides contemporary styling with a traditional flavour will
be most appropriate.

With regard to materials for street furniture, these will need to be very robust on account of the exposed and
saline nature of the coastline. Timber will be used in limited quantity or avoided altogether, as it is perhaps
most prone to physical attack, examples of which can be seen in a number of locations along the existing
route. Non-corrosive metal finishes that do not require painting are preferable, although comfort and styling
will be equally important considerations.

2.2.5 Information and Signage

It is considered important to adopt a number of themes along the S2S route that will aid the promotion of it
as a recreational and educational facility. To this end, interpretive information boards will be provided at
appropriate locations, providing information about the wildlife, heritage and built environment around the

bay. The style of the information boards will be simple and contemporary. By necessity they will need to be
very robust and easily cleaned and maintained.

Bird life in the Bay is perhaps the most consistent theme along the route and regular information boards
identifying key species will need to be provided at regular intervals perhaps one per kilometre with more
adjacent to Bull Island and other key locations. Specific viewing platforms are proposed along the northern
section of the route. Heritage and built environment information will be more sporadic, with concentrations
in some areas and few in others.

In addition to the information boards, directional signage and regulatory signage will be necessary for the
route. The location, layout and content of this signage will be determined as the route develops. Directional
signage will be required to guide people onto the promenade via the various access routes identified on the
route drawings. Directional signage will also be required on the route to direct people to key destinations off
the route. The design of this signage may take the form of tourist attraction signage consisting of white
lettering and symbols on a brown background as set out in the Department of the Environments, ‘Traffic
Signs Manual’. Alternatively, a unique directional signage design could be developed for the route reflecting
the identity of S2S.

Regulatory signage will be required at key interaction points between cyclists, pedestrians and vehicular
traffic and repeater signs will be required on long sections of route. The design of this regulatory signage
shall be in accordance with Chapter 5 of the Traffic Signs Manual.

At specific locations, warning signage may be required to advise users of the route that excessive wave
spray may cause hazards in severe weather conditions.
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2.3.1 Security

To be successful for both users and residents living along the route, the S2S route must be seen to be safe
and free from antisocial behaviour and vandalism. Measures to secure a high level of safety need to be
integrated into the design from the outset. In a number of the locations through which the S2S route will
pass there is currently little natural surveillance and it is to these areas that particular consideration should
be given. Well used routes generate their own sense of security, which in turn makes them more popular.

High levels of security can be achieved by following well established principles adopted in other areas such
as residential and urban design. Frequent access points to the route make it easy to reach and encourage
more people to use it and provide a means of escape, all of which make it safer to use. It is important also
that users have sight of and are aware of the location of access points.

Natural surveillance refers to the general observation by residents and members of the public both on the
route itself and from adjoining public space and private property. Good natural surveillance will discourage
petty crime vandalism and other anti-social behaviour. Opportunities to incorporate this should be
incorporated into each section of the route. Adequate visibility should be provided to enable users to see
what is ahead and blind corners should be avoided and where the route is likely to be used by children,
lower sightlines should reflect their lower eye levels. The tunnel effect of high walls on either side of the
route is threatening and should be avoided where possible. The width of the facility should in general be not
less than 6-8 meters and where it is necessary to reduce it, this should be for short distances only.

Any planting should be designed to avoid impeding natural surveillance or creating hiding places close to
the route with no sense of enclosure. Planting near the route should have a mature height up to 800mm
and taller shrubs should be generally avoided. Trees should generally have clear stems to a minimum
height of 2.0 metres. While planting should be designed with minimal maintenance as one of its objectives,
maintenance must be allowed for.

Where private properties border the route, measures may be required to protect their privacy and to
minimise vandalism and the possibility of intrusion. Landscaping, planting (particularly with a high thorn
content) walls and fencing can deter people from approaching. Loose stones wood and other materials
should be cleared away minimising the opportunities for throwing missiles. Timber fences, seats and other
features should be of robust construction and firmly grounded that will resist casual vandalism.

2.3.2 Management

It is essential from the beginning that the route is seen to be safe and free from antisocial activity. To this
end additional measures will be necessary in the early stages of its use for sections of the route, particularly
those areas that do not benefit from natural surveillance from adjoining houses or well-used public spaces.
Closed circuit television cameras, monitored as part of the city traffic management system, could provide
the additional security necessary at such locations. Additionally, consideration should be given to the
employment of path rangers, much in the tradition of park wardens or the harbour police, who would patrol
the route on bicycles. They could report antisocial behaviour and act as a deterrent to casual vandalism.
Such measures would ensure the security of the facility until such time as and its usage becomes
established.

Effective management of the route is essential if its full potential is to be realised. Once the route is
opened, its operation should be monitored to identify any problems. Where problems arise, the design
should be reviewed and modifications made as appropriate.

A good level of maintenance is essential in order to maximise the appeal of S2S as an amenity and
transport corridor, and to ensure users and people in adjoining properties feel safe and secure. The design
of the S2S route is intended to be simple and robust in order to minimise requirements for maintenance and

repair. Maintenance should ensure that the facility is swept and kept clear of rubbish. Planting and
landscaping should be properly controlled and the maintenance requirements of paths, fences, signage and
furniture promptly addressed.
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3 Route Selection and Design

As outlined in Section 1.3, the route was divided into sixteen route sections as follows:

• Section 1:Sutton to North Fringe outfall

• Section 2: North Fringe Outfall to Black Banks

• Section 3: Black Banks to North Bull Island Causeway

• Section 4: North Bull Island Causeway to Wooden Bridge

• Section 5: Wooden Bridge to Alfie Byrne Road

• Section 6: Alfie Byrne Road to East Wall Road

• Section 7: East Wall Road to North Side Quays

• Section 8: North Side Quays to York Road

• Section 9: York Road to Sandymount

• Section 10: Sandymount to Merrion Gates

• Section 11: Merrion Gates to Blackrock

• Section 12: Blackrock to Brighton Vale

• Section 13: Brighton Vale to Dun Laoghaire West Pier

• Section 14: Dun Laoghaire West Pier to Dun Laoghaire Ferry terminal

• Section 15: Dun Laoghaire Ferry terminal to Dun Laoghaire Baths

• Section 16: Dun Laoghaire Baths to Sandycove Harbour

Each route section was subjected to a route selection and design which is described in detail in the
following section. Eighteen design drawings of the route have been produced. Map 2 indicates the location
of the drawings relative to the route. The drawings are contained within this section of the report.




