
Sutton to Sandycove Promenade and Cycleway: Final Report. January 2006 12

(See Drawings 01 & 02)

Existing Environment

The existing promenade on Dublin Road commences at the North Fringe Outfall opposite St Fintan’s High
School. The prevailing width of the promenade along this section of route is in the order of 5.5metres, with 2
metres dedicated to the use of cyclists and 3.5metres reserved for pedestrians. Consistent with the design
principles of S2S, the pedestrian path is aligned on the seaward side of the promenade, whilst the cycle
path runs along the carriageway edge. Beyond the promenade edge, the sea wall takes the form of a
traditional rock revetment sloping steeply to the foreshore. The height and angle of the revetment varies
along this section of coastline.

On the landward side of the promenade exists a narrow footpath approximately 1.0 to 1.5metres. The
carriageway width on this section of Dublin Road is in the order of 9.0metres with on road parking permitted
on the landward side.

Beyond the Baldoyle Road junction, the promenade gently rises creating a level difference between the
promenade and the adjacent footpath. The level difference between the promenade and the adjacent
footpath exceeds 1.0 metres at its highest point and extends as far as James Larkin Road. Over this
section, pedestrian access between the seaward side footpath and the promenade is limited to a set of
steps at Bayside Boulevard and a new ramp opposite the Kilbarrack Road junction.

With regards to pedestrian access across the Dublin Road, a number of signalised pedestrian crossings
have been provided at strategic locations including, St Fintan’s High School, Binn Eadair View, Baldoyle
Road, Sutton Park, Bayside Boulevard and Kilbarrack Road.

Two sewage-pumping stations are located on the seaward side of the promenade within this section. One is
located opposite the Baldoyle Road junction and the second is sited at the Kilbarrack Road between the
boundary of Fingal County Council and Dublin City Council. The waste water services building at Kilbarrack
road junction is in the ownership of Dublin City Council and has recently been reconstructed to integrate
into the promenade, with the façade of the building merging into the sea wall and the finished level of the
roof providing a viewing platform for passing pedestrians. The trunk sewer runs under the promenade from
Blackbanks to Sutton.

Other sea facing structures include the derelict sailing club to the immediate west of the Baldoyle Road
sewage pumping station and the Kilbarrack Stream culvert at the Kilbarrack Road junction.

Opportunities

This section of coastline is part of the Bull Island Sanctuary and has a recognised high ecological value.
Significant opportunities exist to utilise existing sea facing structures to create comprehensive viewing
areas. These sites include the North Fringe Outfall, the derelict sailing club hardstand and the roof of the
Dublin City Council wastewater services building.

Challenges

A key aspect of the routes success is the frequency and ease of access at strategic locations. Considerable
lengths of this section are not easily accessible to cyclists and people with special needs due to the level
difference between the promenade and carriageway. Improved access facilities will be required at the
junctions with Sutton Park and Bayside Boulevard. The narrow width of the south side footpath limits the
available space to provide ramp structures and any access proposals identified at these locations will need
to have consideration to the alignment of the trunk sewers.

Route options

Only one route option has been developed along this section.

Preferred Route

S2S will be a multifunctional amenity, as described in section 1.2, and in order to achieve this goal, it is
recommended that a 4.0m wide timber pier structure be constructed tying into the existing sea defence.
This form of structure has been recommended for the following reasons:

It is a conventional ‘type’ of marine structure and will complement the landscape of the foreshore

It will have minimal intrusion on the hydrology of the bay

The pier structure will have less impact on the ecological sensitive SAC compared to the construction of
a conventional sea wall

The timber pier structure is visually sympathetic with existing structures and backdrops such as St
Anne’s Park.

The cost of constructing the timber pier structure is considerably lower than a conventional sea wall
construction

As detailed on Drawing No 2, the timber deck of the promenade will be supported on timber supports
embedded into the sea wall. The existing cycleway will be extended to 3.5metres wide and will be aligned
on the existing promenade. The pedestrian path will run on the seaward side of the promenade. A handrail
will be erected on the seaward side of the promenade to ensure the safety of pedestrians.

With regards to sea facing structures, it is envisaged that the wooden pier structure could be designed to
merge into the roof of the new Dublin City Council wastewater services building at the junction of Howth
Road/Dublin Road with Kilbarrack Road. The design of this proposal will need to pay due cognisance to the
function of the building.

At present there are no plans to reconstruct the sewage pumping station opposite the Baldoyle Road
junction, therefore the width of the promenade will remain as existing over this length. The pier structure
can be incorporated into the design of any future reconstruction proposals for this building.

The detailing of this section of S2S will comprise a red macadam surface to the cycleway, a raised central
‘reserve’, approximately 0.6mwide, with concrete/stone kerbs to either side and a timber deck promenade.
The central reserve will accommodate lighting and litter bins, while bench seats will be located at
approximately 100m intervals along the promenade. The style of the lighting and street furniture will be
contemporary.
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In addition, it is proposed to include a planted margin of approximately 1.5m width between the back of the
cycleway and the existing wall that separates the road from the promenade and cycleway. In a number of
locations the cycleway and promenade are elevated above adjoining road level towards the top of the
existing wall. The planted margin will provide physical separation from the top of the wall for the safety for
cyclists in particular; it will also serve to introduce a softer and greener feel to this section of the route,
which would be consistent with the following Section 3 between Black Banks and the Causeway to Bull
Island. Planting will be selected for salt-tolerance and comprise low-growing species only. This will maintain
maximum visibility from the adjoining road and houses towards Dublin Bay and aid in passive
supervision/security for this section of the promenade and cycleway.

The provision of the planted margin will create the necessary space to construct access ramps onto the
adjacent footway adjoining the road, without the need to utilise the existing road space. Drawing 2 contains
an indicative layout of how this can be achieved. It is recommended that a minimum of two of these ramp
structures be provided over this section in the vicinity of Sutton Park and Bayside Boulevard.

It is proposed to widen the timber promenade element at selected locations to provide formalised viewing
locations and interpretive material in relation to the range and numbers of birds that can be observed on the
mudflats. Additional seating adjacent to the railing would facilitate the use of these areas for extended
periods of observation.

The construction of the timber pier structure has been recommended by S2S to facilitate a more diverse
range of activities along the foreshore. Clearly the existing promenade on Sutton Strand provides a basic
amenity however there are significant deficiencies that preclude its long term retention in its current form as
part of the S2S vision. These issues include lack of separation between cyclists and pedestrians and the
absence of seats and other amenities.




