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(See Drawings 04 & 05)

3.5.1 Section 4.1: End of North Bull Island Causeway

Existing Environment

The width and arrangement of the footway/cycleway through the northern section of the reserve continues
through the southern section for a distance of approximately 300metres. St Anne’s Park is situated on the
landward side of the carriageway.

Opportunities

Bull Island is a Nature Reserve and a Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar Convention. It
is a Nature Heritage Area and a Special Amenity Area. Significant opportunities exist to increase people’s
awareness of the ecological value of this area by enhancing the route leading to the causeway and
providing additional information on the flora and fauna of the reserve.

Challenges

Any hard or soft landscaping proposals will clearly have an impact on this natural heritage area. Specific
measures to mitigate any adverse impact will need to be demonstrated.

Route options

Only one route option has been developed along this section.

Preferred Route

As in Section 3.2, it is recommended that the existing footpath and cycleway be upgraded to form the S2S
cycleway, while a new 3.5m wide footpath is constructed on the seaward side of the existing facility. There
would be a minimum of 1.0m horizontal separation between the footpath and cycleway, formed by raised
concrete/stone kerbs. This strip would contain the lighting for S2S while seating and litterbins would be
located on the seaward side of the footpath. The footpath would be finished in bound gravel with sett trim
and banding, whilst a red bitmac finish would be applied to the cycleway. The bound gravel will convey a
degree of informality about this section of the promenade, which will be in keeping with the character of the
nature reserve and may set the standard for any future upgrade to the footpath network within the reserve
itself.

3.5.2 Section 4.2: North Bull Island Causeway to the Wooden Bridge

Existing Environment

Reverting back on road, section 4.2 commences at the end of the North Bull Island Causeway. The Sutton
Creek combined Footway/Cycleway also terminates at this location. Along this section, the width of the
footpath varies considerably, whilst the carriageway maintains a constant width of the order of 10.0metres.

On the landward side of the carriageway, between Watermill Road and Mount Prospect Place is located St
Anne’s Park. This is a large and mature park that accommodates a number of formal and informal
recreational facilities, including Gaelic games, soccer, tennis, basketball, par-3 golf course, boules, a
bespoke ‘forest style’ play area, rose gardens, water gardens and so on. It is the focus of a number of
festivals during the year, most notably the rose festival in June. All of this is provided in a mature ‘woodland’
landscape setting, part of an estate purchased by the Guinness family in 1837 and subsequently acquired
by Dublin City Council. The park is a significant draw to residents from the surrounding area and to local
sporting clubs.

Clontarf Road starts at the southern end of St Anne’s Park and sees the return of residential and
commercial properties overlooking the foreshore.

The predominant form of sea protection beyond the footpath edge is a vertical retaining wall. At locations
where sea facing structures have been constructed, a landscaped embankment drops down to a shallow
retaining wall at the water’s edge

With regards to water and drainage, the Naniken River enters the inter-tidal lagoon south east of the
causeway. The river is culverted under James Larkin Road and outfalls through the seawall into he lagoon.
There are also an additional 10 no. surface water outfalls which enter the lagoon at the seawall. These are
detailed in the environmental report. To the south of Dollymount Avenue junction exists a Waste Water
Services hut on the seaward side of the carriageway.

Other sea facing structures include the burnt out shelter to the immediate south of the Waste Water
Services hut and a disused slipway to the north of Mount Prospect Avenue.

Opportunities

Opportunities exist to avail of the sporting and recreational amenities available in St Anne’s Park, by
providing information on route and a formal link.

This section of the route will also provide increased viewing potential to the diverse wildfowl and inter-tidal
habitats of the south lagoon. There is an opportunity to provide ecological information through signage
along this section of the route.

Challenges

Clontarf Road is a strategic route, which carries significant volumes of vehicular traffic. Any proposals to
use the existing road space for S2S use will need to have minimal impact on the flow of traffic during
construction and operational phases.

The existing alignment and form of the sea wall, as well as the location of sea facing structures presents a
number of challenges to the design of a promenade outside of the existing sea wall.

This section of the route is part of the North Dublin Bay Special Area of Conservation (SAC), the Bull Island
Special Protected Area (SPA) and is a designated Bird Sanctuary. The strand is on the periphery of a
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve and is also part of the Bull Island Special Amenity Area. The form of the route
and the method of construction will need to be considered in detail to ensure the ecological sensitivities of
this area are preserved.

Route Options

Two options have been considered on this section of route, these are:

1. Take from existing road space to form cycle way and footway with a minimum two metre set back
from the kerb line. This is achievable in principle as the road is well in excess of its required width
to form two traffic lanes with no turning requirements.

2. Build out a seawall or a discreetly supported structure outside of the existing footpath to
incorporate S2S.
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Preferred option

The construction of a timber pier structure outside of the existing footpath has been considered preferable
for the following reasons:

The reduction in road space required for option 1 would remove the opportunity to implement future
transport proposals such as bus lanes or additional running lanes.

A timber pier is a traditional marine structure which will complement the theme of the Bull Island
Wooden Bridge. It is also visually sympathetic with existing structures and backdrops such as St Anne’s
Park.

The timber pier will afford increased opportunity to stop and view wildlife within the SAC

In terms of options to be constructed outside of the existing seawall, the timber structure will minimise
the built footprint on the SAC and the potential impact on the hydrology of the lagoon.

As detailed on Drawing No 4, the wooden deck of the promenade will be supported on the existing seawall
and timber supports embedded into the sea floor. Alternatively, insitu or precast concrete piers and beams
can be used as the support structure for the timber deck. Whilst the timber piers are aesthetically the
preferred option, this form of construction would be cheaper incorporating less piers and larger span
beams. In this option the concrete piers could be clad in timber.

The total width of the promenade will be 8.0metres, this will include for a 3.5metre wide footway, 3.5metre
wide cycleway and a 0.6metre wide separation. The central reserve will accommodate lighting and litter
bins, while bench seats will be located at approximately 100m intervals along this section of the
promenade. Lighting and street furniture will be contemporary.

The existing narrow footpath on the seaward side of the roadway is inadequate for the safe passage of
pedestrians. It is recommended that this path be removed and converted to a low planted margin to provide
separation between the cycleway and roadway.

With regards to sea facing structures, further consultation is required to determine whether Dublin City
Council’s Waste Water Service hut can be reconstructed at grade and incorporated into the design of the
promenade. This proposal would also require the removal of the burnt out shelter adjacent the Waste Water
Services hut. If this is not feasible, the promenade can be aligned on the seaward side of the buildings and
constructed as a freestanding structure.

The mudflats adjoining this part of the SAC are very highly populated with birds during the winter months
and this is a prime location for viewing areas and interpretive signage. To this end, it is proposed to widen
the timber promenade element at selected locations to provide formalised viewing locations and interpretive
material in relation to the range and numbers of birds that can be observed on the mudflats. Additional
seating adjacent to the railing would facilitate the use of these areas for extended periods of observation.




