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(See Drawings 05 & 06)

Existing Environment

This section is characterized by generous open space widths between the road and sea wall, typically in the
region of 40.0 metres wide, forming a long linear park approximately 3 Kilometres long. The park is mainly
occupied by extensive areas of amenity grass and broad swathes of mature shrub planting. Trees occur
infrequently and are mainly concentrated around the new pumping station at Clontarf. The planting is
generally tall and mature, and while it has the positive daytime benefit of visual and physical separation
from the main road, it also brings a reduced sense of personal safety at night. There is no lighting along the
existing promenade in this location.

At the northern end of the section the coastal cycleway recommences and aligns on the landward side of
the park adjacent Clontarf Road. A footpath approximately 3metres in width runs the length of the sea wall
from the Wooden Bridge to Alfie Byrne Road. At the back edge of the footpath a number of sheltered seats
dating from the 1950’s, have been provided overlooking the foreshore. Footpath links dissect the park at
regular intervals linking the footway adjacent to the foreshore with the cycleway and footpath on the
landward side of the park.

Within the linear park, an at grade car park has been constructed for the use of Dublin Bus depot. The back
edge of the car park extends to within 4.5metres of the sea wall. Further car parks are located opposite
Belgrove Road and St Lawrence Road. An informal car park also sits adjacent Clontarf Baths.

Other structures located within the park include Dublin City Council’s waste Water Service building at the
southern end of Vernon Avenue. This was recently constructed in a modern architectural style and clad in
copper, providing a distinctive landmark in this location, although it is surrounded by trees that largely
screen views of it from the shoreline and from the public road.

Clontarf Swimming baths protrude over the foreshore to the west of Dulton Road. This site has remained
derelict for a number of years. A small area of tightly clustered trees sits at the back edge of the Baths. The
coastal path meanders around the periphery of these trees for a short distance before rejoining the sea
wall.

Clontarf Road carries varies in width from 10metres at its eastern end to approximately 11metres at its
western end, where bus lanes have been introduced. This section of the coastal road carries significant
volumes of traffic throughout the day.

Signalised pedestrian crossing facilities have been provided on Clontarf Road at the junctions with Conquer
Hill Road, Vernon Avenue, Castle Avenue, Seaview Avenue North and Alfie Byrne Road.

Opportunities

This section of coastline has been identified within the Dublin Bay Flood Study Report as being highly
susceptible to future flooding. Preliminary designs of the potential flood defence measures have already
been undertaken throughout Clontarf Promenade. In addition to this, Dublin City Council has plans to lay a
water main along the extent of the park and have also embarked on a lighting design along the seaward
footway. Dublin City Council has already identified the opportunity to coordinate all of the above works with
S2S, to minimise disruption through the park. Clearly, these proposals will be beneficial to S2S in terms of
timeframe and cost of constructing the route.

The Geological Heritage Programme of the Geological Survey of Ireland have identified an old lead mine on
the shore along Clontarf Road, opposite Castle Avenue although nothing is visible on the surface at

present. There is an opportunity to provide information on the geological heritage of the lead mine at this
location.

Consideration is also being given to the redevelopment of the Clontarf Baths which is in private ownership.
The current proposal is for a restaurant, to comprise a single storey contemporary building, with an
associated car park. Dublin City Council have stipulated that this must accommodate the proposed
promenade and cycleway along the shoreline.

Dublin City Council has prepared proposals for the redevelopment of the existing pavilion building into
tearooms. This facility will provide a natural focal point for pedestrians and cyclists using S2S to stop and
rest and should be the basis for enhanced or extended landscape works to this part of S2S.

The extensive linear park that accompanies this section of the route provides the opportunity to locate and
display works of public art. This has been implemented to varying extents along the route, and such works
of art appear frequently along the southern arm of S2S but, in contrast, there is a scarcity of public art on
the northern side.

Challenges

The provision of flood control measures within this area will need to be carefully coordinated with the design
of S2S in order to ensure the integrity of both projects is maintained and that there is no undue compromise
of the flood defences or the ease of access for pedestrians and cyclists using the S2S.

Redevelopment of the pavilion as tearooms will perpetuate and/or intensify the space constraints that
currently exist between the pavilion and the sea wall. A similar situation arises at the Bus Park adjoining the
Dublin Bus Clontarf Depot. Detailed consideration of the routing for the cycleway will be necessary in these
locations.

Any access to the Clontarf Bath site for car parking must not be to the detriment of the safety of pedestrians
and cyclists on S2S.

Route Options

Only one route option has been developed on this section.

Preferred Route

In order to provide a cycleway and footway adjacent to the coastline, it is recommended that the existing
pavement be converted to a 4.0m wide promenade with a 1.5m separation strip and a 3.5m wide cycleway.

Where S2S passes Clontarf Baths, the route will be aligned behind the Baths. On completion of the Baths
redevelopment the promenade element of S2S should also run along the waterfront in front of the Baths.

At the Dublin Bus bus park, consideration should be given to removing the 3.2metre wide hardstand at the
back edge of the car park to maximise the available space for the S2S promenade. This proposal will need
further attention at the next stage of the design process, with a view to ‘shifting’ the entire bus park towards
the road. The detailing of this section of S2S will comprise a red macadam surface to the cycleway, a
grassed central reserve and a new imprinted concrete surface to the promenade. The imprinted concrete
will mimic the appearance of stone flags or another suitable ‘formal’ pavement, while being sufficiently
robust to resist the potential effects of inundation by seawater. Once again, sett detailing will define a neat
edge to the pavement and divide it into ‘panels’ for added detail and interest. The central reserve will
accommodate lighting and litter bins, while bench seats will be located at approximately 100m intervals
along this section of the promenade, replacing all existing seats of which many are in a poor state of repair.
Lighting and street furniture is likely to be of a ‘traditional’ style similar to that already seen in Sandymount
Promenade (Section 10.2 of S2S).
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The existing shelters within the park are a distinctive feature that impart a degree of local character. It is
desirable as part of the S2S project to retain these if possible or replace them with new shelters, perhaps
replicas. In the event of their replacement, the opportunity should be taken to reconsider their location, as a
number of them would benefit from better coordination with access points and footpaths/desire lines across
the park. These shelters will form an integral part of the ‘seating strategy’ for this section of S2S.

S2S can be developed in the context of the existing park by overlaying the existing footpath with the
imprinted concrete and constructing a 3.5metre wide bitmac cycleway on the landward side of the footpath.
In this context the flood defence structure could be constructed adjacent the roadway incorporating a low
wall.

Other proposals for the flood defence measures indicate that the ground between the primary defence
measure and the existing sea wall could be raised by approximately 0.6metres to become flush with the top
of the sea wall. In this scenario S2S would align on this raised surface. A handrail would be erected on the
top of the sea wall to safeguard users on the route.

In the context of the flood defence being provided at or adjacent to the sea wall a number of design options
exist. At locations where accessibility between Clontarf Road and S2S is desirable, the primary form of
flood defence measure could take the form of a reinforced earth bank as illustrated on Drawing No 5. This
feature may be visually less intrusive than a concrete wall structure, and would allow continuous access for
able bodied pedestrians. At locations where footpaths and cycle links join the route, the gradient of the
bund can be maintained at 1:15 to allow access for all users.

At location where space is limited such as Dublin Bus bus park or where flat amenity areas are desired
within the park, the primary defence measure could revert to a concrete structure set back from the edge of
the cycleway. A steep grassed embankment falling from the top of the concrete structure and merging into
the existing park would mask the concrete structure from the roadside.

Drawing 5 and 6 shows the proposed layouts of these two forms of sea wall defence adjacent the sea wall.
Indicative slopes of the embankments along each form of sea defence and at the transition points are
shown.

The earth banks option and its compatibility with the traditional concrete flood defence structure will need to
be considered in detail by Dublin City Council in order to verify that it satisfies the requirements of the flood
defence structure.

This type of approach to future sea defences will have a significant impact on the landscape treatment of
the park. By adopting the approach of the ‘earth bank’ defence rather than a concrete wall structure,
widespread removal and replacement of existing grass areas and shrub beds will be required. However, a
degree of rationalisation of existing planting would be appropriate in order to improve passive supervision
and personal safety for use after dark. Existing mature shrubs completely screen significant parts of the
route and park and would benefit from replacement with a range of attractive but lower-growing species and
clear-stem trees. These will provide a renewed landscape structure to the park that integrates completely
with the proposed promenade/cycleway and other features within the park.

There is also the opportunity to integrate new landscape proposals with the settings for new works of public
art, to form part of a wider sculpture trail along the S2S route. Already, there are plans to locate a replica of
an Easter Island Giant, gifted to Dublin City, at a location near the Clontarf Waste Water Treatment building
and more of these type of feature should be encouraged. The art theme might also be extended to the
existing shelters along the route. Currently a target for graffiti, these could be utilised as a canvas for new
murals, perhaps even an annual art competition. Information about the art and artists could then be posted
at the shelters.

The current configuration of the park provides reasonable access for cyclists along a cycle route adjacent to
the road and for pedestrians adjacent to the sea wall. Interim measures based on the existing separate
alignments should be considered pending the adoption of an integrated amenity and infrastructure scheme
for Clontarf Promenade. This could involve upgrading the existing cycle route and providing lighting
columns along the existing pedestrian route, for which funding may be available in the near future. It is
important to ensure that any lighting, or other street furniture, provided as part of an interim arrangement
will, as far as possible, not compromise the future provision of the preferred longer-term route option of
providing a new cycleway alongside the pedestrian walkway adjacent to the sea wall.




