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(See Drawing 07)

Existing Environment

Section 6 forms the transition between the coastal environment of Clontarf and Dollymount with the urban
streetscape of the Dublin Docklands Area. The section commences at the eastern end of Clontarf
Promenade and extends the full length of Alfie Byrne Road from its junction with Clontarf Road to East Wall
Road. The Dublin to Belfast railway line runs to the west of Alfie Byrne Road, whilst the Tolka River Estuary
is aligned to the east.

Alfie Byrne road is a strategic link for national and local traffic accessing the Port and urban areas to the
east of the city centre. As a result, the road carries significant volumes of car and HGV traffic. The East
Point Business Park is located to the east of Alfie Byrne Road and the Tolka River Estuary. An access road
to the business park joins Alfie Byrne Road at a signalised junction 200metres to the north of East Wall
Road.

The Dublin Port Tunnel Toll plaza is currently being constructed on the lands between the East Point
Business Park and East Wall Road. The Tunnel will provide a direct link for port and city centre traffic from
Dublin Port to the M50 Motorway, north of the city centre. The Environmental Impact Statement undertaken
for the tunnel predicts that traffic flows on Alfie Byrne Road will decrease substantially on completion of the
port tunnel.

An off road segregated footway and cycle way with a prevailing width of 5 metres has been provided along
the extent of Alfie Byrne Road. The footway and cycleway has been aligned on the western side of Alfie
Byrne Road between East Wall Road and the East Point Business Park access Road in order to cater for
the Tunnel construction works. To the north of the East Point access road, the footway and cycleway has
been aligned on the eastern side of Alfie Byrne Road to cater for the Tunnel construction works. Pedestrian
and cyclists crossing facilities at the East Point Business Park signalised junction provides safe access
between the two sections of route.

At the northern end of this section, a footway leading from Clontarf Promenade aligns parallel to the edge of
the Tolka Estuary. A wide grassed area separates the footway form the Alfie Byrne Road. The footpath
terminates approximately 300metres to the south of Clontarf Road.

Opportunities

An opportunity exists to develop a route, which will open up the amenity value of the Tolka Estuary.

Challenges

This section of the route is land reclaimed from the sea. Traditionally the material used for reclamation in
Dublin included construction and demolition waste, waste topsoil and municipal and industrial wastes. Any
material excavated from this area should be examined further prior to disposal, as there is a possibility that
it may be contaminated.

Route Options

Two route options have been considered on this section of S2S, these are:

1. Alfie Byrne Road

2. Northern banks of the Tolka Estuary

In the first option, the existing segregated footway and cycleway on Alfie Byrne Road would be incorporated
into S2S. At present the cycle route switches from one side of Alfie Byrne Road to the other approximately
50 metres prior to its junction with East Wall Road.

In the second option, it is proposed that a segregated footway and cycleway be constructed along the
northern edge of the Tolka River Estuary. The total width of the route would be 8.0metres, with 3.5metres
dedicated to pedestrian along the edge of the estuary and 3.5metres provided for cyclists on the outside of
the footway, with one metre of horizontal separation between them. This section of route also has no
overlooking properties or passing traffic, therefore the security of users of S2S will need to be addressed in
the full design. Controlled or uncontrolled crossing facilities will be required at the intersection of the route
and the East Point Business Park access road.

At the southern end of the route, the footway and cycle way will link across the park from the estuary to the
eastern side of Alfie Byrne Road, to the immediate north of the Tolka River crossing. On Alfie Byrne Road,
the footway and cycleway will reduce in width to 4.5metres to accommodate the route off road. This
proposal will require the local reassignment of road space on Alfie Byrne Road. Alternatively, a pedestrian
and cyclist bridge could be constructed on the eastern side of the Tolka River Bridge. This would lead
pedestrian and cyclist directly onto East Wall Road, thereby avoiding the need to reassign road space on
Alfie Byrne Road.

In both route options, the existing signalised junction at the East Wall Road and Alfie Byrne Road
intersection will need to be upgraded to facilitate the safe movement of pedestrian and cyclists. The
footprint of the Port Tunnel within the park will determine the final alignment and form of the route at the
southern end of this section.

Preferred Route

The overriding vision of S2S is to develop a promenade and cycleway along the Bay of Dublin. Where
feasible and practical, preferred routes have been identified which seek to achieve this goal. Although a
segregated footway and cycleway already exists on Alfie Byrne Road, it does not constitute a promenade;
therefore, whilst the existing footpath can be maintained, it is recommended that the route along the Tolka
estuary be developed.

At the southern end of the route at East Wall, it is recommended that the slow mode bridge be constructed
on the eastern side of the Tolka River Bridge to facilitate S2S and retain the road space on Alfie Byrne
Road. This will provide an opportunity for the existing footpath and cycleway on Alfie Byrne Road to be
extended on the eastern side of the road and link into the new footbridge.

The detailing of this section of S2S will comprise a 3.5m wide red macadam surface to the cycleway, a
1.0m wide grassed horizontal separation strip and a 3.5m wide imprinted concrete finish to the promenade.
The imprinted concrete with sett detailing will provide a degree of formality to the promenade and require
little maintenance. As this area is currently subject to periodic flooding (and may continue to be) this type of
in-situ finish will be relatively resistant to possible damage from flood water. The central reserve will
accommodate lighting and litter bins, while bench seats will be located at approximately 100m intervals
along the waterfront section of the promenade. The style of the lighting and street furniture will continue the
‘traditional’ theme established in the preceding section at Clontarf Promenade.

Given its isolated location, security measures as outlined in Section 2.0 will need to be considered along
this section of route.




