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(See Drawings 07 & 08)

Existing Environment

Section 7 commences at the southern end of Alfie Byrne Road and extends southwards to the North Wall
Quay encompassing the Dockland areas of East Wall and the North Lotts. East Wall is located to the south
of East Wall Road and is predominantly a residential community with a number of light industrial businesses
in or on the periphery of the area. North Lotts is situated to the immediate south of East Wall and primarily
comprises warehousing, distribution and light industry uses with significant expanses of derelict sites. The
Spencer Docks and rail freight distribution facilities for CIE are located to the west of this area.

East Wall Road links North Strand Road and Alfie Byrne Road to the North Wall Quay and is one of the
city’s primary arterial routes bringing traffic from both the north and south side of Dublin to Dublin Port and
the East link Toll Bridge. The road carries significant volumes of car and HGV traffic throughout the day.

East Road and New Wapping Street pass through East Wall and North Lotts respectively and form the
other principal road in the area. Both roads attract moderate levels of traffic during peak periods of travel.

Church Road bisects East Wall from north east to south west and predominantly has residential frontage
with a small shopping parade established between Fairfield Avenue and Strangford Road. The introduction
of traffic calming measures on Church Road has enabled a reduction in traffic speeds and volumes along
this route. Peak hour queuing occurs on East Road and Church Road where they intersect East Wall Road.

Access to the Dublin Port Tunnel Toll Plaza will be via a new link road connecting into the East Wall Road
and Tolka Quay Road junction. As part of these works Dublin City Council are preparing to upgrade East
Wall Road to a dual carriageway between Tolka Quay Road and the North Wall Quay. This proposal will
include on road cycle lanes for the extent of the dualled section.

Within the North Lotts Area, the redevelopment of the Spencer Docks is currently underway. The
masterplan for the area indicates the development of a diverse sustainable community including for a range
of residential, commercial and social land uses. This will also include the restoration of the Spencer Docks
to a navigable state and the development of a landscaped linear park for recreational purposes. Plans also
exist for the redevelopment of CIE lands to the north of Sheriff Street Lower and the South of Church Road.

Opportunities

Dublin City Council and the Dublin Docklands Development Authority have recently undertaken Action Area
Plans and Planning Schemes for the East Wall Area and the North Lotts Area. The purpose of these plans
is to direct the physical, social and economic development of the area. An overall strategy and detailed
social, transport and land use objectives have been developed to encourage the regeneration of these
areas. A significant opportunity exists to incorporate S2S into the redevelopment of these areas at an early
stage in the planning and design process. This will ensure that adequate provision is given to the
integration of S2S into the built environment and with other modes of transport. Ultimately, the redeveloped
East Wall and North Lotts areas could become key destinations and/or starting points for users of the S2S
route.

Opportunities also exist to develop links to the passenger ferry terminal in the port. The viability of this
proposal is dependent upon the redevelopment plans of the Dublin Docklands Development Authority and
the Port Company.

Challenges

East Wall Road experiences significant volumes of traffic with major heavy goods vehicles movements
throughout the day. The Dublin Port Tunnel Environmental Impact Statement predicts that traffic flows on
the North Wall Quay, the East Link Toll Bridge and the East Wall Road south of Tolka Quay Road will
increase substantially on completion of the Dublin Port Tunnel. Dublin City Council proposes to undertake a
HGV Traffic Management Study, which will aim to reduce the number of HGV through trips within the city
centre. However, in its current format the volume of traffic along East Wall Road and the North Wall Quays
presents a formidable barrier to developing a safe and attractive route for the entire 22 kilometre length of
S2S.

Route Options

Three route option have been considered for this section of S2s, these are:

1. East Wall Road

2. East Wall Road, East Road and New Wapping Street

3. East Wall Road, Church Road and the Spencer Docks redevelopment site

A key objective of the East Wall Draft Area Action Plan 2004 is the provision of cycle ways on either side of
East Wall Road up to the Tolka Quay junction with the possible accommodation of a QBC and tree planting
to provide a boulevard effect. On road cycle lanes have already been incorporated into the design of the
East Wall Road dual carriageway south of the Tolka Quay Road junction. The development of these routes
will create a continuous cycle link from the Alfie Byrne Road to the East link Bridge Roundabout.

The second route option above will include the provision of cycle lanes on East Wall Road from Alfie Byrne
Road to the East Road junction. In terms of S2S, it is preferable that this section of the route is developed
with off-street cycle tracks segregated from vehicular traffic.

In keeping with the objectives of the East Wall Draft Area Action Plan 2004, it is recommended that parking
be rationalised on East Road. This will enable the implementation of on road cycle lanes for the extent of
the route. The development of this option will require the upgrade of the East Wall Road, Sheriff Street
Upper and North Wall Quay junctions to facilitate safe crossing movements for pedestrian and cyclists.

The third route option would require the provision of a short section of cycle lanes on East Wall Road from
Alfie Byrne Road to the Church Road junction. Church Road is recognised as the community and
commercial focus of East Wall. Imprint red asphalt surfacing, side entry treatments and ramps have been
introduced on Church Road to reinforce the public realm by reducing vehicular speeds and volumes. In this
option, it would be recommended that cyclists share the road space with motor vehicles for the extent of
Church Road.

On development of the CIE lands to the south of Church Road a key recommendation of the East Wall
Action Area Plan 2004 is the provision of a pedestrian bridge across the railway line linking Church Road to
the Spencer Docks. If this route is developed, potential exists to link S2S to the North Wall Quay via the
Spencer Docks Canal linear park with subsequent links to the IFSC and city centre. . The development of
this option would require the upgrade of the East Wall Road and North Wall Quay junctions to facilitate
pedestrian and cyclists.
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Preferred Route

The route along East Road has been considered preferable for S2S for the following reasons:

The DDDA Masterplan 2003 and the Dublin Port Tunnel Environmental Impact Statement indicates that
East Road would be closed to through traffic as part of the traffic management measures associated
with the port tunnel. This proposal will significantly reduce traffic on East Road, thereby making the route
safer and more attractive for pedestrians and cyclists.

The East Wall Action Area Plan 2004 has recognised the development potential of East Road,
particularly along its eastern side. The redevelopment of East Road with a mix of residential and
commercial buildings would create an appealing urban streetscape for S2S.

On completion of the Port Tunnel, the southern section of East Wall Road will experience volumes of
traffic in the order of 30,000AADT. On road cycle lanes will be provided on East Wall Road, however the
East Link Roundabout will continue to form a virtually impassable barrier for vulnerable pedestrians and
cyclists.

The development of the route through the Spencer Docks site will require the construction of a
pedestrian and cyclist footbridge over the railway line to the immediate south of Church Road. Through
consultation with Iarnrod Eireann, it has been identified that this railway line will remain in service when
the CIE lands are developed and may even become electrified, thereby increasing the clearance
required by the railway line. Inspections of the site have concluded that insufficient space exists on
Church road to construct a bridge across the railway line facilitating pedestrians or cyclists.

For the short term delivery of the preferred route, pedestrians will use the existing footpaths adjacent to the
road. Conventional cycle lanes will occupy the margins of the road in both directions, comprising a fine red
resin-bound aggregate finish applied to the existing road surface. Existing street lighting will be
supplemented where necessary with standards and lanterns to match. There is no proposal to provide
seating or litter bins along this section of the S2S route.

In the longer term, redevelopment of the adjoining lands should be used as a catalyst to upgrade this whole
section to a higher standard, particularly along New Wapping Way, where redevelopment of North Lotts will
effectively lead to an extension of the IFSC and the high standard of buildings and public spaces that are
synonymous with it. S2S should adopt the standards and language of detailing for this area as it develops
and extend continue this along East Road. A dedicated promenade and cycleway along this route should
be a longer term objective for this section of the route.

Signage or way-marking will be important in order for users of S2S to find their way along this section of the
route. In the short term it might be most appropriate to use post-mounted signs; a longer term objective
would be to incorporate way-marking (e.g. logo and direction indicators) into the pavements of the footpaths
and cycleways.




