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(See Drawing 08)

Existing Environment

Section 8 addresses the identification of a safe and attractive crossing route of the River Liffey. North Wall
Quay runs parallel to the Liffey and is a major distributor route, linking the Port to the City Centre and
experiences significant levels of commuter and Port traffic, with the latter consisting of substantial volumes
of Heavy Goods Vehicles. Traffic surveys undertaken in 1998 show that the New Wapping Street junction
and the East link Bridge Roundabout operate at near capacity during peak times of the day.

The DDDA has recently undertaken the redevelopment of the Campshires to the east of the Sherzer
Bridge. This has opened up the quayside area as a high quality public realm with an attractive civic
promenade and comprehensive cycle route. Detailing for the existing promenade comprises concrete and
granite sett paving, integrating some of the former railway lines, with highly contemporary metal seating,
litter bins and lighting. A cycleway runs parallel and adjacent to the North Wall Quay road, separated from it
by a line of concrete ‘fin’ kerbs, and finished with the same red macadam surface as is proposed for
substantial parts of the S2S. Work is already underway on the extension of the Campshires promenade up
to the East Link Toll Bridge.

On the southern side of the Liffey, City Quay and Sir John Rogerson’s Quay align parallel to the
Campshires. Congestion occurs on Sir John Rogerson’s Quay during peak traffic periods, although traffic
volumes are considerably lower than on the North Wall Quay.

Similarly to the North Quays, the DDDA has redesigned the southern Campshires along City Quay as a
wide civic space catering for pedestrians and cyclists in a similar fashion to the northern side. It is an
objective of the DDDA to continue the civic promenade up to the Grand Canal Dock.

At the southern end of East Wall Road, the East Link Toll Bridge provides pedestrian and vehicular access
across the River Liffey. The Bridge is the most easterly of the River Liffey crossings facilitating access to the
port area and providing an eastern bypass of the city centre. The Matt Talbot Memorial Bridge is the next
river crossing and is located approximately 1.7km to the west of the East Link Toll Bridge and therefore is
not a viable option for S2S.

Further crossings of the River Liffey east of Talbot Memorial Bridge are detailed in the DDDA Master plan,
these include;

1. The Lombard Bridge. A pedestrian and cycle only bridge linking Lombard Street to the North Wall
Quay and Stack A Retail Development. This bridge is presently under construction.

2. The Macken Street Bridge. A multi modal bridge facilitating separate lanes for private vehicular
traffic and buses and a segregated footpath and cycle track. Reservations have also been made
for the planned Line C of the Luas light rail system. The bridge will link Sir John Rogerson’s Quay
to the North Wall Quay and Guild Street. This bridge has recently gone to tender.

3. The Forbes Street Bridge. A pedestrian and cycle only bridge linking Sir John Rogerson’s Quay
and Forbes Street to the North Wall Quay and the North Lotts redevelopment site. There are no
immediate plans to develop this bridge crossing.

Also, the DDDA have proposed in their 2003 Master Plan, the construction of a public transport and slow
mode bridge over the Grand Canal linking Sir John Rogerson’s Quay to York Street

Opportunities

The construction of a civic promenade along the Campshires the Quay Walls has improved access to the
Liffey and created an opportunity for a mix of passive and active waterside activities. Dublin City Council
and the Dublin Docklands Development Authority also recognise the need for other facilities such as cafes
and restaurants. The completed regeneration of this area will help unify the route to the north and south of
the city centre.

The East Link Toll Bridge is owned, maintained and operated by the National Toll Roads. The National Toll
Roads actively support the S2S project and have indicated that the construction of a cantilever structure on
the East Link Toll Bridge to facilitate pedestrians and cyclists may be feasible.

Challenges

The North Wall Quay carries significant volumes of car and HGV traffic throughout the day.

Route Options

Two route options have been considered on this section of S2S, these are:

1. North Wall Quay and across the East link Toll Bridge

2. Across the proposed Forbes Street Bridge, along Sir John Rogerson’s Quay and across the
proposed Grand Canal Bridge.

In route option one, the proposed cycleway and promenade on the North Quay Campshires will be
incorporated into S2S. On the East Link Bridge, in order to maintain segregation from vehicular traffic it is
proposed that the existing footway on the western side of the bridge be widened to five metres to facilitate
pedestrian and cyclists. The simplest means of achieving this crossing would involve support brackets
constructed off the existing piers, stabilised off the existing concrete deck using ties into the body of the
deck. A conventional footbridge deck can then span between the brackets. A similar approach can be
investigated for the opening span, however the lightweight nature of the existing opening span and the
implications for the opening mechanism of the additional weight of the new construction to one side would
need to be overcome. A detailed feasibility study will therefore be required prior to the development of any
detailed proposals for this crossing.

In route option two, S2S will avail of the proposed pedestrian and cyclist bridge at Forbes Street to cross to
the Campshires on the south side of the Liffey. The route will then use the proposed civic promenade on
Sir John Rogerson’s Quay and cross the Grand Canal using the new slow mode and public transport bridge
proposed by the Dublin Dockland Development Authority. Both route options meet at the junction of York
Street and Thorncastle Street.

Preferred Route

Both route options are considered desirable and should coexist as complementary routes. In the short term,
route option one is considered more deliverable. This route option is dependent on the construction of a
supporting structure on the existing East Link Toll Bridge to facilitate S2S, whereas the alternative solution
is dependent on the construction of two new bridges across the River Liffey and Grand Canal. At present,
no clear timescale exists for the implementation of the two bridges, whilst National Toll Roads have
indicated that S2S could possibly be integrated into the toll bridge. It is envisaged that the southern route
could be incorporated into S2S on completion of the bridge projects.

In either case, S2S will be accommodated by the promenade and cycleway already incorporated into the
Campshires and no changes are proposed. New sections of S2S, including those across the bridge(s), will
adopt a similar layout and detailing of high quality and contemporary lighting, railings, street furniture and
paving treatment


