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(See Drawing 09)

3.10.1 Section 9.1: York Road to South Link Road

Existing Environment

Section 9.1 commences at the intersection between York Road and Thorncastle Street and extends
900metres southwards through Ringsend Village to South Link Road. Thorncastle Street is predominantly a
residential Street, consisting of low-rise apartments with relatively low traffic volumes. It has a wide
carriageway with on street parking permitted on both sides. The provision of on street parking reduces the
running lane width thereby helping to maintain relatively low traffic speeds.

Ringsend village centre is located at the intersection between Thorncastle Street and Bridge Street. The
village centre has recently been re-landscaped creating an attractive civic space with improved facilities for
pedestrians. This includes new paving, bollards and planters to the junction of Thorncastle Street with
Bridge Street, plus comprehensive repaving, steps, ramps, bollards and lighting around the Ringsend
Library, which form a natural focal point for the centre of the village.

At the eastern end of Ringsend Village, Bridge Street veers southwards becoming Irishtown Road.
Ringsend Road, Bridge Street and Irishtown Road bring traffic from the south east of Dublin to the city
centre via Pearse Street. This route carries significant volumes of car and HGV traffic throughout the day.
Residential, small retail and commercial properties line the frontage of Irishtown Road with on street parking
permitted on both sides. The prevailing width of Irishtown Road between Bridge Street and Pembroke
Street is in the order of 10.0metres.

Pembroke Street and Bath Street are aligned at the southern end of Irishtown Road and link Irishtown Road
to the coastal route of Beach Road. Pembroke Street and Bath Street are both residential streets with traffic
flow restricted to one way southbound and northbound respectively.

To the east of Irishtown Road lies Ringsend Park covering approximately 10.5 hectares. The park
comprises substantial areas of open space, including soccer pitches, tennis courts, remnants of formal
gardens and a children’s play area, The park is also characterised by substantial stands and avenues of
mature trees. A footpath runs along the southwestern fringe of the path linking Pembroke Cottages and
Cambridge Road in the North to Strand Road and Pembroke Street to the south.

Opportunities

Dublin City Council is implementing segregated cycle lanes on Irishtown Road and Bridge Street.
Opportunities exist to incorporate this route into S2S. The refurbishment of the civic space at Ringsend will
also provide a welcome area for cyclist and pedestrians to rest and purchase refreshments.

Opportunities also exist to link into the sports and leisure amenities in Ringsend Park.

Challenges

The development of a 24-hour route through Ringsend Park presents a particular challenge, given the
absence of overlooking properties to provide passive supervision and the operation of limited opening
times, which would potentially mean this section of the route being closed after dark.

Route Options

Two route options have been considered along this section of the route, these are:

1. Thorncastle Street, Bridge Street, Irishtown Road and Pembroke Street/Bath Street

2. York Road. Pembroke Street, Ringsend Park, Strand Road, Pembroke Street

In route option one cyclist will share the road space with vehicles on the lightly trafficked streets of
Thorncastle Street, Pembroke Street and Bath Street, whilst pedestrians will use the existing footpaths.
Along Bridge Street and Irishtown Road, cyclists will use the on road cycle lanes implemented by Dublin
City Council. The signalised junctions of Thorncastle Street/Bridge Street and Irishtown Road/Bath Street
will need to be upgraded to facilitate advance stop lines for cyclists.

In route option two, cyclists will share the road space with vehicles on the lightly trafficked streets of York
Road and Pembroke Street. Controlled crossing facilities will be required at the junction with Cambridge
Road to facilitate S2S. The existing footway aligned along the southwestern edge of Ringsend Park will be
widened to 5.0metres to accommodate a 2.5metres wide footway and a 2.5metres wide cycleway. This
relaxation in design standards has been chosen to minimise the impact of hard landscaping within the park.
Pedestrians are also free to walk off of the footway into the park; therefore the recommended widths are not
necessary.

High levels of security can easily be achieved through the park by following well-established design
principles adopted in other areas of urban design and along S2S. An increase in pedestrian and cyclist
movement through the park incorporating a number of access points will in itself help to improve its
security. Good lighting will illuminate the route and remove areas of potential hiding. Landscaping which
impedes natural surveillance should be removed. A high degree of permeability (access to/from the park)
will provide potential escape routes from the park. Further active security measures such as Closed Circuit
Television Cameras or path rangers could be introduced in the early stages of the route to ensure potential
users and local residents that the route is safe and free of antisocial behaviour.

On exiting the park at its southern end, the existing footpath aligned adjacent to the low stone wall to the
north of Strand Street and Pembroke Street will be widened into the landscaped area to accommodate a
2.5metres wide footway and a 2.5metres wide cycleway. Both routes converge at the end of Pembroke
Street.

Preferred Route

The on street option through Ringsend village and Irishtown Road will provide cyclists with a safe commuter
route for 24-hours a day. This route has already been substantially developed by Dublin City Council
through Bridge Street and Irishtown Road and would require minimal work to be integrated into S2S.

The off-road route option through Ringsend Park would offer pedestrians and cyclists an alternative leisure
route with minimal contact with vehicular traffic and the opening times of the park should be removed to
accommodate S2S.

It is therefore recommended that both route options, which are interlinked, be developed on this section of
S2S.

Materials and detailing for the Ringsend Village section will entail utilisation of existing pavements,
upgrading them where necessary to an acceptable standard and with materials to match the existing urban
environment – concrete paving flags, tar macadam or concrete. No additional provision of lighting, seating
or litter bins will be necessary.
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The Ringsend Park section will adopt the same approach except for that within the park itself, the cycleway
will be finished in red macadam and the promenade/walkway finished in black macadam, with white lines
delineating the two. Lighting, seating and litter bins to match those already within the park will be provided.

Signage or way-marking will be important in order for users of S2S to find their way along this section of the
route. In the short term it might be most appropriate to use post-mounted signs; a longer term objective
would be to incorporate way-marking (e.g. logo and direction indicators) into the pavements of the footpaths
and cycleways.

3.10.2 Section 9.2: South Link Road to Sandymount Strand

Existing Environment

Section 9.2 commences at the intersection of South Link Road and Pembroke Street and extends
600metres southwards through Sean Moore Park to the northern limits of Sandymount Strand.

South Link Road is one of the city’s key arterial routes bringing traffic from the south east side of Dublin to
Dublin Port and the north of Dublin via the East link Toll Bridge. The road carries significant volumes of car
and HGV traffic throughout the day.

At its junction with Beach Road, the carriageway splits to form two signalised junctions. At its northern
junction, the routes of South Link Road north, Pembroke Street, Bath Street, Church Avenue and Beach
Road converge, with Church Avenue and Sean Moore Park operating one way eastbound, Bath Street
operating one-way northbound and Pembroke Street operating one-way southbound. Pedestrian crossing
facilities are provided on all arms of the junction except across South Link Road. The predominant flow of
traffic at the junction is from Beach Road to South Link Road. This is reflected in the amount of green time
dedicated to this movement.

At its southern junction the routes of South Link Road south, Beach Road and Cranfield Place converge,
with the South Link Road link operating one way westbound. Pedestrian crossing facilities are provided on
all arms of the junction except across the straight and right turn lanes on the South Link Road arm. The
predominant flow at this junction is the north and southbound movements along Beach Road, although the
southbound arm of South Link Road also experiences large volumes of traffic. A wide central island splits
Beach Road, channelling the northbound and southbound lanes into Bath Street and Pembroke Street
respectively.

Sean Moore Park covers an area of approximately ten hectares and is located to the immediate south and
east of South Link Road and Beach Road. The park is characterised by generous open green spaces and
sports pitches interspersed with small clusters of trees. A footpath with a prevailing width of 2.75metres link
meanders through the park linking South Link Road to the north end of Sandymount Strand. Small number
of works of art are provided in the park and there is a derelict path and seating area.

Opportunities

A number of cyclists and pedestrians have been observed using the route from Bath Street and Pembroke
Street into Sean Moore Park. At present there is no direct signal controlled crossing on the eastbound arm
of South Link Road. Pedestrians travelling on this route currently detour to the south of the junction using
the series of signal crossings to reach Sean Moore Park or more frequently cross the eastbound arm during
gaps in the traffic. Opportunities exist through S2S to develop a direct and safe route through this busy
junction.

Challenges

Beach Road and South Link Road carry significant volumes of car and HGV traffic throughout the day. A
safe controlled crossing of South Link Road will be required which introduces no delays to this strategic
route.

Access into Sean Moore Park is currently difficult for some users. A substantial kissing gate marks the
western entrance at the junction of South Link Road and Beach Road – this is difficult to navigate on a
bicycle. The southeastern corner also depends on pedestrian access only via a stile.

Route Options

Only one route option has been considered along this section of the route.

Preferred Route

As illustrated on drawing 9, it is recommended that initially the pedestrians and cyclist be accommodated off
road on the existing landscape verge on the northern side of Beach Road. This will require the provision of
two pedestrian and cyclists crossing points on South Link Road eastbound and the straight and right turn
lanes on South Link Road Westbound. In order to create no additional delays to the major road movement
from Beach Road to Sean Moore Park, it is proposed that consideration be given to banning the left turn
movement from Pembroke Street to South Link Road. This will enable pedestrian and cyclists to cross the
eastbound arm of South Link Road during the green stage for Pembroke Road traffic, thereby introducing
no delays to traffic at this junction. This proposal would allow the realignment of the junction kerb line, with
reduced crossing distances for pedestrians.

Short traffic counts conducted at the junction suggest that the left arm movement from Pembroke Street to
South Link Road is not a strategic movement and will not cause diversions to significant numbers of drivers,
however it is recommended that further traffic assessments be undertaken including figures relating to
proposed new developments in the area before any proposals are implemented. Alternatively, the green
time for traffic on Church Avenue and Pembroke Street could be reduced, and an additional phase
introduced into the cycle to facilitate pedestrians and cyclist across the eastbound arm of South Link Road.

At the South Link Road Westbound junction it is recommended that a signal crossing be implemented on
the straight and right turn lanes. The pedestrian crossing could be operated during the red phase on the
westbound arm of South Link Road, thereby introducing no delays to the junction. It is also recommended
that the existing pedestrian crossing facilities on the splitter island be upgraded to accommodate cyclists
and that the existing yield line for left turning traffic into Beach Road be replaced with a Mandatory Stop line
with pedestrian and cycle signals.

Through Sean Moore Park it is proposed that the existing 2.5metre wide footway link to Sandymount Strand
be retained for the use of pedestrians only and a separate 2.5metres wide cycleway be constructed on the
landward side of the path. As with Ringsend Park, this relaxation in design standards has been chosen to
minimise the impact of hard landscaping within the park. The cycleway will be finished in red macadam
whilst the promenade/walkway will remain a black bitmac construction. A 1metre wide grass strip will form
the separation between the footway and cycleway with new lighting and litter bins provided in this zone.
The existing kissing gate should be replaced with an access solution that is more cycle-friendly.

Given a high degree of continuity with the following section (refer to Sections 10.1 and 10.2), the style of
lighting and street furniture will most appropriately be of a ‘traditional’ style. The existing promenade along
Sandymount Strand sets the theme and will be extended to where it joins Sean Moore Park; therefore
traditional style lamp standards and lanterns will be used, with seats and litter bins to complement them.




