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(See Drawings 10 & 11)

3.11.1 Section 10.1: Sean Moore Park to Sandymount Promenade

Existing Environment

Reverting back off road, Section 10.1 commences at the northern end of Sandymount Strand at the start of
the Poolbeg Peninsula and extends 800metres southwards to the start of the Sandymount Promenade.

The strand along this section of the route is part of the Sandymount Strand /Tolka Estuary Special
Protected Area (SPA) and the South Dublin Bay Special Area of Conservation (SAC).

A traditional vertical stonewall with a prevailing height of 1.2 metres above pavement level protects Beach
Road and Strand Road from the sea, although this sea defence measure has been breached in recent
years.

Strand Road is aligned on the landward side of the sea wall. The width of the carriageway on Strand Road
is in the order of 8.0metres.

Opportunities

Current draft proposals for the redevelopment of the nearby South Bank site include the upgrade of the
existing footpath leading from Beach Road, to provide a formalised and high quality ‘urban’ edge or
promenade along the waterfront. Opportunities exist to tie in with the existing footpath and those future
proposals for it. This section of S2S will provide increased viewing potential to the diverse wildfowl and
inter-tidal habitats of Sandymount Strand. There is an opportunity to provide ecological information through
the provision of information boards.

There is a significant opportunity to extend here the promenade that is already established further south
along Sandymount Strand.

Challenges

The sea wall on Sandymount Strand is recognised by Dublin City Council as a Built Heritage site. The
existing wall should be preserved on the seaward side within the new construction.

Towards the end of the summer (August to September) large numbers of post -breeding terns and their
fledged young gather on Sandymount Strand. Their use of this section of the bay is principally determined
by the tidal state at night and the influence of human activity in the day. The construction phase and design
of the promenade will need to be carefully undertaken to protect this breeding cycle.

Route Options

Only one route option has been considered along this section of the route.

Preferred Route

Following consultation with Dublin City Council and the Dublin Flood Study Consultants, it has been
identified that the preferred form of sea defence structure on Sandymount Strand is the extension of the
existing rock fill promenade on Sandymount northwards to the Poolbeg Peninsula. Loose rock armour such
as exists at Sandymount can be dangerous due to its angular nature and sizeable gaps between the rocks;
inevitably this is an attraction for children to climb on. This form of defence can also collect rubbish and
attract rodents. Therefore in terms of the overall amenity of S2S, it would be preferable if an alternative form
of revetment were considered, such as the sloping stone sea wall south of Merrion Gates (see Section 11
of S2S). However, rock armour has the considerable advantage of dissipating wave energy and is

considered a highly effective flood defence measure in this location. Clearly the design of this section will
need to satisfy the primary objective of protecting the public realm and residential properties from flooding.

It is proposed that S2S be incorporated into these flood protection measures, with a 3.5 metre wide footway
and 3.5 metre wide cycleway aligned on the seaward side of the promenade. Pedestrian and cyclists links
will be constructed through the promenade linking the key junctions on Strand Road to S2S. A traditional
sloping rock revetment is the preferred form of construction for the new section of promenade. This will form
the front edge of the flood protection measure with steps down to the strand provided at regular intervals.
However rock armour may be necessary for the purpose of flood defence.

The principle behind the landscape finishes here will be to extend the character already established by the
existing promenade further south along Sandymount Strand (refer to section 10.2 below). To this end,
lighting, seating and litterbins of a ‘traditional’ style will be provided. The lighting will match those used
already on the existing Promenade, while a complementary style of seating and bins will be used.
Pavement finishes will comprise red macadam for the cycleway and a concrete pavement imprinted and
coloured for a ‘stone flag’ effect for the promenade, with 1.0metre wide grassed strip set between raised
stone kerbs providing the horizontal separation between them. Stone setts will define a clean edge to the
promenade, while bands of setts will divide it into sections for added interest and detail.

At the southern end of the route, the new promenade will merge seamlessly into the existing/upgraded
promenade on Sandymount Strand.

3.11.2 Section 10.2: Sandymount Promenade

Existing Environment

Section 10.2 stretches 1.5 Kilometres southwards along Strand Road, encompassing the entire length of
Sandymount promenade. The prevailing width of the rockfill promenade is in the order of 25metres, with a
4metre wide bitmac pedestrian only path aligned on the seaward side of the promenade (cycling is
prohibited). A rock armour structure forms the front edge of the promenade with steps down to the strand
provided at regular intervals. Victorian style lighting standards, seats and litterbins set the tone for the
landscape detailing. Three surface level car parks are located at regular intervals within the grounds of the
promenade. All three car parks provide direct access to the promenade and are free of charge.

A Martello Tower is located midway along the promenade, opposite St Johns Road East. The tower is listed
in the Record of Monuments by Duchas and as a Built Heritage Site by Dublin City Council.

Opportunities

The existence of the promenade and extensive street furniture and lighting scheme presents a simple and
inexpensive design solution to this long section. The existing green area at the back edge of the footway
offers a generous space where the cycleway can be accommodated without unduly reducing the extent of
green open space.

Challenges

Pinch points exist along the route at the Martello Tower and the two southern car parks. The alignment of
the route through these sections will need to be carefully considered in order to retain the visual
appearance of the avenue of lighting columns.

Route Option

Only one route option has been considered on this section of the route.
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Preferred Route

As illustrated on drawing 10, it is proposed that the existing 4.0 metre wide promenade be retained for
pedestrians, and a new 3.5metre wide cycleway be constructed parallel to the walkway behind the line of
lighting columns and street furniture. At the pinch points detailed above, the width of the promenade and
cycleway can reduce to 5.0metres, with 2.5 metres reserved for pedestrians and 2.5metres for cyclists. The
new location of the lighting columns at the pinch points will be determined during the detailed design of this
route section.

Paving for the promenade will be re-finished with an imprinted concrete ‘stone flag’ surface set between
stone kerbs; the cycleway will be finished in red macadam, also with kerbs to either side. Lighting is
currently adequate to meet the needs of both promenade and cycleway. The seating is in a variable state of
repair and is perhaps best replaced with a suitable ‘traditional’ style of bench to complement lighting and
litter bins. This will also facilitate continuity with the new section of promenade and cycleway extending to
Sean Moore Park (Section 10.1 of S2S).

3.11.3 Section 10.3: End of Sandymount Strand to the residential properties on the seaward side
of Strand Road

Existing Environment

This short section spans the inlet formed between the end of Sandymount Strand and the start of the
residential properties on the seaward side of Strand Road. A traditional vertical stonewall protects Strand
Road from the sea.

Opportunities

Opportunities exist to develop S2S in tandem with Dublin City Councils flood prevention measures.

Challenges

The sea wall on Sandymount Strand is recognised by Dublin City Council as a Built Heritage site. The
construction of a promenade along this section will need to pay due regard to this.

The surface water outfall opposite Ailesbury Mews will need to be incorporated into the design of the
promenade to ensure that the watercourse is preserved.

Route Option

Only one route option has been considered on this section of the route

Preferred Route

Similarly to Section 10.1, it is proposed that the existing promenade on Sandymount Strand will be
continued southwards to meet the residential properties on the seaward side of Strand Road as part of
Dublin City Council’s flood prevention measures.

It is proposed that S2S be incorporated into this flood protection, with similar features to section 10.1 and
10.2.

3.11.4 Section 10.4: Residential properties on the seaward side of Strand Road to Merrion Gates

Existing Environment

Section 10.4 commences opposite Ailesbury Mews and extends 300metres southwards along the Strand to
Merrion Gates, encompassing the residential properties on the seaward side of Strand Road. At the back
edge of the properties a sea wall slopes steeply to the foreshore. On approach to Merrion Gates, the sea
wall becomes vertical. A number of properties along the strand have private access to the foreshore via
sets of concrete steps. The entrance to Merrion Gates marks the southern boundary of the residential
properties.

Opportunities

Opportunities exist to extend the promenade southwards on Merrion Strand, thereby providing access to
this amenity for pedestrians, cyclist and people with special needs. S2S could be developed in tandem with
Dublin City Councils flood prevention measures.

Challenges

Beds of sea grass, Zostera noltii, grow on the tidal mud/sand flats in the intertidal areas just north of
Merrion Gates. These beds are a source of winter feeding for Brent Geese.The Zostera beds are located
some 18 m from the rear of the houses at Merrion Gates so care will need to be taken to keep construction
activities away from the beds.

Approximately 18No. houses are sited between the road and the shore at Merrion Gates. There are a
number of relevant issues that require consideration. These include the preservation of their views,
securing their privacy, the security of their properties, the avoidance of anti-social behaviour and the
continued access to the strand via existing rights of way.

Route options

Two route options have been considered along this section of the route, these are:

1. Seaward side of Strand Road properties

2. Strand Road

In the first option it is proposed that the design of the promenade will take the form of a conventional stone
sea wall and concrete walkway constructed from the edge of the existing sea wall. The splay of the rock
revetment or rock armour sea wall will replicate the slope of the existing sea wall. A traditional sloping rock
revetment is the preferred form of construction for this section of promenade, however rock armour may be
necessary for the purpose of flood defence.

The preferred total width of the promenade will be 8.0metres, this will include for a 3.5metre wide footway, a
0.5metre separation zone and a 3.5metre wide cycleway. The finished level of the cycleway and
promenade will be set below the level of the Strand Road properties by approximately 0.6metres to
safeguard the privacy of the residents. This change in height will be achieved by constructing a set of steps
over a length of 2 metres.

In addition, a new stone wall 1.8metres high will be constructed at the foot of the promenade, with individual
gates if required. On the side facing the houses, the top of this stone wall will be 1.2metres high and at a
similar level to the top of the existing fence line. This wall would provide security to the residents and at the
same time preserve their privacy and views of the bay. A set of steps will be also be provided onto the
foreshore of Merrion Strand to facilitate access to the foreshore.
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The principle behind the landscape finishes here will be to extend the character already established by the
existing promenade along Sandymount Strand (refer to section 10.2 above). To this end, lighting, seating
and litterbins of a ‘traditional’ style will be provided. The lighting will match those used already on the
existing Promenade, while a complementary style of seating and bins will be used. The lighting along this
section will need to be carefully designed to ensure even illumination without shadow on the route while at
the same time avoiding light spillage onto the adjacent properties or the foreshore of Merrion Strand.

Pavement finishes will comprise red macadam for the cycleway and a concrete pavement imprinted and
coloured for a ‘stone flag’ effect for the promenade, with raised stone kerbs providing the horizontal
separation between them. Stone setts will define a clean edge to the promenade, while bands of setts will
divide it into sections for added interest and detail.

At the southern end of the route, the promenade will align against the edge of the last property on Strand
Road before linking into the proposed promenade detailed in section 11 of this report. The design of the
promenade at Merrion Gates will need to facilitate access for cyclists and people with special needs
approaching the route from Strand Road or Merrion Road.

The second option on Strand Road would incorporate cyclists sharing the road space with vehicular traffic
due to the available road space, whilst pedestrians would use the existing footpaths. Cycle lanes would be
finished with a fine red resin-bound aggregate, while the footpaths would remain as they are at present. The
route would then link into the promenade detailed section 11 of this report. Crossing facilities would be
required at both ends of the section to assist cyclists and pedestrians on the western side of Strand Road.
There would be no additional street furniture.

Preferred Option

The construction of the promenade on the seaward side of the Strand Road properties has been
considered preferable for S2S for the following reasons:

The overriding vision of S2S is to develop a coastal promenade and cycleway. This route option clearly
achieves this objective.

Traffic volumes on Strand Road are not conducive to cyclists sharing the road space with motorised
vehicles.

Furthermore, it is understood that the flood protection measures proposed by Dublin City Council will
terminate to the north of the Strand Road seaward properties. Given the susceptibility to flooding in this
area, the construction of the S2S promenade along the Merrion Strand foreshore will provide a buffer zone
between the sea and the properties, which could afford flood protection. A separate study will need to be
undertaken to determine the effectiveness and potential improvement of this design concept.






