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(See Drawing 13)

3.13.1 Section 12.1: Blackrock Station to Maretimo Headland

Existing Environment

Section 12.1 commences at the eastern end of Blackrock DART Station and extends 450metres along the
coast to the eastern periphery of the Maretimo Headland. Beyond Blackrock Station the immediate
foreshore of the bay is broken up by uneven granite outcrops. Concrete platforms approximately 3.0metre
wide have been constructed across the granite outcrops to the immediate east of Blackrock Station for a
distance of approximately 100metres.

The height and width of the sea wall increases to the east of Blackrock Station. Along this section, the
prevailing width of the seawall revetment is in the order of 6metres, whilst the depth of the sea wall from the
toe of the revetment to the top of the parapet is in excess of 2.5metres. A granite paved strip approximately
4.5metre wide separates the safety fence on the railway line from the sea wall. This strip is periodically
interrupted by the concrete base of the DART cable pylons.

Midway through this section Lord Cloncurry’s bridge dating from the 19th century straddles the railway line.
At this location, the alignment of the sea wall swerves outwards to facilitate the large granite towers of the
bridge.

Opportunities

This remote section of coastline from Blackrock to Brighton Vale is rich in geological, ornithological and
heritage sites. If sensitively developed, S2S will provide an opportunity to open up these amenities for all to
enjoy whilst preserving the integrity of these sites.

A particular heritage and architectural interest on this short section of route is the attractive 19th Century
Built Heritage structure of Lord Cloncurry’s Bridge. This structure is currently under the ownership of CIE
and is not used and in need of restoration. There is an opportunity for a partnership between S2S and CIE
to restore, reuse and enhance the bridge as a significant architectural feature in the area.

As one of the key undisturbed sections of coastline along the bay this is believed to be an important roost
for many species including Cormorants, Dunlin, Turnstone, and Ringed Plover. It may also provide a refuge
for birds to roost following disturbance elsewhere in the bay. Clearly, the construction and operational
phase of the route will need to be carefully managed to minimise any impact in these areas, however a
sensitive design can increase wildlife enthusiasts’ awareness of the areas whilst preserving the privacy of
roosting birds. The provision of roosting sites along the new sea wall, which will be designed to enhance
their attractiveness to bird life, has the potential to enhance the attractiveness of the coastline for roosting
species.

Challenges

The Carysfort Stream enters the Bay just southeast of Idrone Terrace. It is a very deep cut in the landscape
and the stream is at a much lower level than the buildings nearby. The hydrometric regime of the Carysfort
Stream is currently being modelled by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council as there has been flooding
and backing up of drainage upstream. No recommendations have been made as yet, but the further
development of the design of S2S must take cognisance of any possible work that may be carried out on
the outfall in the future as it may affect the crossing of this outfall. There is also a foul sewer along Idrone
Terrace taking foul drainage in a southeast direction along the coastline on the landward side of the railway

line. The foul sewer is piped over the Carysfort Stream, as the stream is very deep at this point. Depending
on the drainage works in the area, this may be affected by the S2S crossing.

Route Options

Only one route option has been developed in this section due to the severance of the coastline by the
DART railway line.

Preferred Route

Given the ecological sensitivities along this Section, and the opportunity afforded by the 5m wide strip
between the existing sea wall and the DART railway line, it is proposed that S2S make use of this strip.
This will require the relocation and resetting of the DART line pylon stanchions to the front or back edge of
the promenade. Beyond Lord Cloncurry’s Bridge the strip of land narrows to between 4.0-5.0 metres.
Opportunity may exist over this short section to construct a 2.0 metre wide footpath outside of the existing
seawall to create more space for cyclists. At the transition point between the two route layouts, a break in
the sea wall would be required to facilitate pedestrian access over the sea wall. This break will need to be
considered in terms of protection of the railway line. This proposal will need to be considered in the context
of its potential impact on the bird roosting areas. Drawing 13 indicates how both of these proposals could
be achieved. Alternatively, if the strip of land between the existing sea wall and the DART railway line
cannot be obtained, the promenade and cycle path can be constructed outside of the sea wall as detailed in
Section 11.1.

Landscape detailing of this section of S2S will comprise a red macadam surface to the cycleway, a raised
central ‘reserve’ with stone/concrete kerbs to either side. Over the pedestrian walkway, it is proposed the
existing stone paving slabs be reused and relayed if the quality meets acceptable standards; otherwise the
promenade pavement will comprise an imprinted concrete ‘stone flag’ finish, edged and detailed with stone
setts. Opportunity may also exist to reuse the decorative cast iron railings, which currently protect the
DART railway line. The central reserve will accommodate lighting and litter bins, while bench seats will be
located at approximately 100m intervals along the promenade. The style of street furniture will be
contemporary.

Particular care will need to be taken to avoid or minimise light spillage onto both the railway line and the
beach, given the importance of the beach as a roosting site for birds. This should be achieved by using
either shielded lamp standards or low-level wall-mounted lighting to the inside of both DART and sea walls.

3.13.2 Section 12.2: Maretimo Headland

Existing Environment

This short section of route around the Maretimo headland has been considered as a separate entity due to
the issues regarding the private land ownership of the headland, the built heritage and the topography of
the site.

It is understood that the top of the headland mound was formed from excavated material during the
construction of the railway in the 1830’s. At the foot of the mound a level path allows access around the
western side of the headland. A steep wall bisecting the mound blocks access through to the eastern side
of the headland. Beyond the level section the ground slopes steeply to a flat grassed flat plateau at the top
of the mound. On the western side of the headland mound, a dense cluster of trees exists, whilst the
eastern side of the headland is mainly grassed.
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The built heritage sites of Lord Cloncurry’s Temple Baths House face outwards towards the sea on the
eastern side of the headland. A small stone-built boat harbour, originally known as Lord Cloncurry’s
Harbour and later known as Vance’s Harbour sits at the base of this Doric temple with two sea baths. An
octagonal summerhouse with gothic windows is perched on the north western extremity of the headland
and a small grotto is embedded in the mound at the back of the level area. All of these sites are listed
protected structures.

The railway line runs through a cutting between the headland and the properties of Maretimo Gardens East.
Three pedestrian bridges span the DART line linking Maretimo Gardens East to the headland.

The western bridge is located at the end of the sea wall adjacent Lord Cloncurry’s Bridge. On the landward
side the bridge can only be accessed through a property on Maretimo Gardens East and is therefore
unavailable to the public.

A second access onto the headland exists between No’s 8 and 9 Maretimo Gardens East. The topography
at this location has facilitated the construction of the bridge on the level. This link is currently overgrown and
is closed to the public.

The third DART line crossing is located on the eastern periphery of the headland. On the landward side of
the railway line the footbridge is accessed via a path aligned between No’s 20 and 21 Maretimo Gardens
East. This access is also currently closed and in private ownership.

Opportunities

Many of the protected structures on the headland are currently in a state of disrepair. Through providing
enhanced access, the development of the S2S route will generate a renewed interest in these structures
and create the opportunity to restore them.

Challenges

The Maretimo Headland and its heritage sites are currently under private ownership. An agreement will
need to be reached with the owner of these lands if the promenade is to pass through this area.

Protective measures will be required to preserve the listed structures and the ornithological value of the site
during the construction and operational phase of the route.

At present the only direct means of access to the headland is at low tide, this acts as a deterrent to most
members of the public. There is currently an on-going problem with groups of youths who use the area for
antisocial behaviour. Effective measures will need to be developed to secure high level of safety and deter
antisocial behaviour.

Route options

A number of route options were considered around the Maretimo Headland, with varying levels of impact on
its archaeology, ecology, and existing rights of way. The route option detailed below is considered a viable
solution to accessing this remote section of coastline whist preserving its ecological and heritage value

Preferred option

At the Maretimo Headland it is proposed that S2S be aligned on the landward side of the Temple Bathing
House. This will require cutting into the earth mound and constructing a retaining wall, to support the
mound. A retaining structure may also be required between S2S and the Temple Bathing House. Above the
retaining structure, it is proposed that the overgrown trees and shrubs be removed and replaced with grass
or low level planting. This will reduce or remove potential hiding areas and open up views of the headland
and the structures located here. Drawing 13, Section 12.2, indicates how this alignment can be achieved.
The required separation distance from the promenade to the Temple House will need to be agreed with the
Conservation Officer at the next stage of design.

The alignment of the promenade on the landward side of Lord Cloncurry’s temple would necessitate
running the path through the old fireplace to the building to the rear of the temple on the lands of Blackrock
House. This solution was discussed on site with the Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Conservation Officer and
considered to be broadly viable.

Beyond the fire place the promenade will align between the folly and grotto. In order to minimise the impact
of the route in this section the footprint of the cycleway and footway will be limited to 5.0 metres wide.
Particular care will need to be taken to avoid or minimise light spillage onto the foreshore given the
importance as a roosting site for birds. This should be achieved by using either shielded lamp standards or
low-level wall-mounted lighting. The latter would need careful consideration regarding its susceptibility to
vandalism.

Materials for both promenade and cycleway will continue as with the previous section, utilising a high
quality ‘stone flag’ imprinted concrete finish to the promenade with sett detailing, and a red bitmac finish to
the cycleway. A detailed design for the hard and soft landscape works surrounding the protected structures
will be required in order to provide an appropriate setting for each and to integrate with S2S. Careful
selection and provision of seating areas within the headland will make this an ideal stopping point along the
route.

The increase in pedestrian activity along this section of coastline will in itself generate a degree of security
at the headland; however, it is appreciated that further measures to secure safety and preservation of the
structures will need to be integrated into the design at the outset. Good lighting and the removal of hiding
places will prove effective in discouraging antisocial behaviour. As previously detailed in the report, the
employment of a path ranger for the entire route will provide a valuable active security measure. It is
envisaged that the path ranger would liase with other residents in the area who have a keen interest in the
preservation of the headland. Other active methods such as installing Close Circuit Television Cameras
could be considered as a deterrent to casual vandalism; however this would require constant monitoring
and should only be introduced if passive measures do not succeed.

With regards to public and private access, all three Rights of Way onto the headland via the existing bridges
will be retained. Individual links from the bridges onto the promenade could be developed in consultation
with the owners of theses Rights of Way if requested.

In overall terms the entire Maretimo Headland including the two harbours and the protected structures
including Lord Cloncurry’s Temple Bathing House, the folly and grotto is of historical and architectural
significance and would need to be subject to a comprehensive Conservation Plan.

3.13.3 Section 12.3: Maretimo Headland to Brighton Vale

Existing Environment

Section 12.3 commences at the eastern end of the Maretimo Headland and extends 440metres along the
coast to Brighton Vale. The prevailing width of the seawall revetment along this section is in the order of
6metres, whilst the depth of the sea wall from the toe of the revetment to the top of the parapet is in excess
of 2.5metres. As in the preceding section granite bedrock extends beyond the sea wall. A paved strip
approximately 3 metres wide separates the safety fence on the railway line from the sea wall. The concrete
base of the DART cable pylons protrudes into the strip at regular intervals.

Midway through this section a pedestrian footbridge crosses the DART railway line adjacent Ardenza
Terrace. Access to the bridge on the landward side is through private property.

Seapoint DART Station is located to the immediate east of Ardenza Terrace. A footbridge exists within the
station linking the two platforms.
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Opportunities

S2S will provide an opportunity to access to this area, while preserving the integrity of the area, and
providing the opportunity to protect the area from vandalism and also providing safe access to what is a
relatively remote area.

Challenges

The construction and operational phase of the route will need to be carefully designed to minimise any
impact on possible bird roosting sites in this area. It is proposed that bird roosts will be integrated to the
construction of the new sea wall to enhance the attractiveness of the sea wall to roosting species.

Route Options

Only one route option has been developed in this section due to the severance of the coastline by the
DART railway line.

Preferred Route

Between the eastern edge of the Maretimo Headland and Seapoint Station it is proposed that the footprint
of S2S be constructed at 6.0 metres wide as illustrated on drawing 13. This will reduce the impact on the
existing sea wall and minimise the height of the vertical face of the new sea wall. A small grass strip exists
between the DART line and the sea wall, similar to the western side of the headland. If feasible this space
should be utilised by S2S, however it is appreciated that its limited width and the interruption of Seapoint
Station may preclude this opportunity.

Seapoint DART Station has not been considered an appropriate location to develop as a key access point
onto S2S as:

Inadequate space exists on the landward side of the station to construct a ramped footbridge.

Seapoint DART Station is a less strategic collector node than Blackrock or Salthill & Monkstown Stations

A footbridge approximately 150metres to the east of this station connects Seapoint Avenue to the
western end of the S2S route on Brighton Vale.

It is recommended that the bird-monitoring programme detailed in section 12.1 of this report be extended
along this section of the coastline.

At the eastern end of this section S2S will cross over an existing public and private right of way and pass
two houses with windows facing directly over the sea wall. At this stage of the design it is proposed that
S2S incorporate the existing rights of way and align approximately 2metres away from the edge of the two
houses below the window line. At this distance and elevation, users of S2S will have restricted views into
the properties and will be located sufficient distance away to avoid possible contact.

Landscape detailing of this section of S2S will comprise a red macadam surface to the cycleway, a raised
central ‘reserve’ with stone/concrete kerbs to either side. Over the pedestrian walkway, the promenade
pavement will comprise an imprinted concrete ‘stone flag’ finish, edged and detailed with stone setts. The
central reserve will accommodate lighting and litter bins, while bench seats will be located at approximately
100m intervals along the promenade. The style of street furniture will be contemporary, while again, low-
level wall-mounted lighting may be considered as an alternative to lamp standards for this section in order
to minimise light spillage onto the foreshore and railway line.




