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(See Drawings 13 & 14)

3.14.1 Section 13.1; Brighton Vale

Existing Environment

The cul-de-sac of Brighton Vale was constructed in the 19th century and is the only residential street located
on the seaward side of the DART railway line between Merrion Gates and Scotsman’s Bay. At its eastern
end Brighton Vale road rises to cross the railway line and join Seapoint Avenue. This vehicular access
crosses the Built Heritage structure of Tower Bridge. At the western end of Brighton Vale a narrow
footbridge provides a second link onto Seapoint Avenue for pedestrians.

A footpath in the order of 1.5metres wide extends for a length of 250metres on the southern side of the road
next to the Victorian terrace of houses. On street residential parking is provided adjacent to the footpath. A
running lane approximately 3.0metres wide separates the parking bays from the edge of the sea wall. As in
the preceding section granite bedrock extends beyond the sea wall. Traffic volumes and speeds on
Brighton Vale are very low due to the width of the carriageway and number of properties.

At the eastern end of Brighton Vale, the impressive Martello Tower faces out towards Dublin Bay. This
tower is listed in the Record of Monuments by Duchas and as a Built Heritage site by Dun Laoghaire
Rathdown County Council. A wide granite flag platform extends outwards from the Martello Tower to the
sea and is used as a popular bathing place all year round.

Opportunities

The Tower Bridge, the Victorian Terraces and the Martello Tower are valued as important architectural
buildings along this section of the route. Opportunities exist to provide information about the historic interest
and preservation of these amenities.

Challenges

As well as its rich heritage, the rock outcrops at Brighton Vale may also provide roosting sites for bird
species. The route will need to be sensitively designed to incorporate replacement roosting sites, with the
aim of providing enhanced roosting sites for bird species.

The design of the route will need to pay due regard to the security, preservation of views and protection of
the residential amenity of the properties on Brighton Vale.

Route Options

Only one route option has been developed along this section of S2S.

Preferred Option

In view of the calm atmosphere of the street and to limit construction on the foreshore it is recommended
that cyclists and pedestrians share the carriageway with vehicular traffic.

At the western end of Brighton Vale the promenade construction detailed in section 12.3 will enter the street
through a break in the exiting sea wall. Warning signs and physical speed calming measures will be used to
slow cyclists on approach to Brighton Vale.

The nature of this quiet road space and the setting for the Martello Tower lends this section of S2S to a
higher quality for paving materials and street furniture than that used in preceding sections of the route. The
shared surface for pedestrians, cyclists and occasional motor vehicles would most appropriately be paved
in concrete setts and use stone setts to add details and to demarcate parking bays in front of the houses.

Pavement areas and the public space surrounding the Martello tower should be paved with stone flags and
sett detailing. Given the ‘heritage’ nature of the area, a more ‘traditional’ language of lighting and street
furniture is most appropriate, similar to that specified for the Sandymount and Clontarf sections of S2S. This
will also emphasise the significance of this as a stopping point along S2S.

3.14.2 Section 13.2: Brighton Vale to Salthill and Monkstown Station

Existing Environment

Reverting back off road, section 13.2 commences at the eastern end of Brighton Vale and extends some
580metres along the curved bay to Salthill and Monkstown Station. At the western end of this section, a
curved ramp sweeps around the landward side of the Martello Tower linking Brighton Vale to the amenity
space at the base of the Martello tower and bathing place. This space consists of hard standing platforms
and piers to the east of the tower that are also accessed by a set of steps. These structures are used for
general amenity including seating, sunbathing and general access to the foreshore.

Beyond the Martello Tower, the wide granite paved promenade merges into a split-level concrete platform
approximately 6.0metres wide. This platform extends 215 metres along the base of the sea wall to the piers
of the Seapoint Park Footbridge. The foreshore at the foot of the promenade is a mix of pebbles and sand
interspersed with large granite outcrops.

A traditional stone wall with a sloping revetment protects the railway line from the sea. The height of the sea
wall is approximately 1.7metres, whist the width of the revetment varies between 2.0 to 2.5metres. A
bitmac-paved footpath, 2.0 to 3.0metres is located between the sea wall and the edge of the railway line
and extends the full length of this section. Although not designated a cycle route, this existing right of way is
currently enjoyed by cyclists and pedestrians alike.

On the landward side of the DART line, a landscaped park slopes down from Seapoint Avenue to the
railway line. Midway through the park, a pedestrian footbridge spans the railway facilitating access from
Seapoint Avenue onto the foreshore. A wide footpath meanders through the park linking Salthill and
Monkstown Station to the footbridge and Seapoint Avenue. The footpath takes on a series of hairpin turns
through steep sections of the park to facilitate people with disabilities, although the steps leading onto the
footbridge limits such access onto the foreshore.

Salthill and Monkstown Station is located at the southern end of Seapoint Park adjacent Longford terrace.
Two pedestrian bridges exist with the grounds of this station crossing the DART railway line. The western
bridge connects the station platforms and can only be accessed by rail passengers within the station. The
easterly bridge is accessed from outside of the DART station and connects Salthill and Monkstown Station
car park to the concrete pier on the seaward side of the railway line.

Opportunities

Opportunities exist to develop the promenade incorporating the existing right of way adjacent to the railway
line. This proposal would substantially reduce the cost of this section of the route and limit the impact on the
SAC and the amenity area. This proposal will require further consultation with CIE.

Along with Sandycove, the Martello Tower No.14 is a popular bathing area frequented by young and old
swimmers all year round. There is a great opportunity in the context of S2S to reinforce this tradition by
providing improved access and better facilities for the dedicated group of hardy swimmers.

Challenges

This section of coastline is a key roosting site for many important species of sea bird. The construction and
operational phase of the route will need to be carefully designed to minimise any impact in this area.
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Route Options

Only one route option has been developed along this section of S2S.

Preferred Option

At the eastern end of Brighton Vale adjacent the Martello Tower, it is proposed that the cyclist use the
existing path to the rear of the bathing area facilities, as illustrated in drawing 13. It is proposed that this
path be locally regraded to facilitate cyclists; however no alterations will be required to structures either side
of the path. It is recommended that discreet traffic calming measures (speed ramp or rumble strip) be
installed across the carriageway adjacent the bridge into Brighton Vale from Seapoint Avenue to alert
drivers and users of S2S to this potential conflict point.

Pedestrians will use the existing path and ramp/stairs to the rear of the Martello Tower, which leads onto
the existing concrete bathing platform. This cycleway and promenade design facilitates S2S users and
frequenters to the bathing area with minimum intervention to the existing layout of the Martello Tower area.
As noted in the Bootestown to Sandycove Local Coastal Plan, an appropriate use and sensitive restoration
has been sought for this area. In the long term it is recommended that this section could be subject to a
design competition, to maximise its potential.

Beyond the Martello Tower bathing area, pedestrians will be free to wander along the existing concrete
promenade on the seaward side, whilst the existing 2 to 3 metre wide footway adjacent to the railway line
will be upgraded to form the cycleway.

It is proposed that the existing concrete platform to the west of Seapoint Park pedestrian Bridge be
replicated to the east of the bridge towards the gut. Access onto the foreshore will be provided at regular
intervals via steps. At this stage of design development it is recommended that the platform remain open to
the foreshore, although an open railing may be specified during a safety audit of the route.

At this point in time, it is proposed that the cycleway remain on the existing path adjacent the DART line.
The future alignment of the route may need to take cognisance of the location of the DASH project lifts. The
access point for boats at the western end of the Gut will be retained.

Seapoint is a traditional bathing place and has Blue Flag Beach Status. This simple promenade design
maximises access to the foreshore whilst retaining the character of this popular beach. It is therefore
considered that S2S will enhance the blue flag status of this beach.

With regards to access onto the route, inadequate space exists on the landward side of Salthill and
Monkstown Station to construct a ramped footbridge. Therefore this location will remain as a pedestrian
only access point.

The existing footbridge in Seapoint Park is located 250metres to the west of Salthill and Monkstown Station
and 285metres to the east of Brighton Vale. Considering the accessibility of Brighton Vale by all non-
motorised users and its close proximity to Seapoint Park, it is recommended that the bridge in Seapoint
Park remain as a pedestrian only access point. However, if considered necessary, sufficient space exists
within the park to reconstruct the bridge to facilitate pedestrians, cyclists and people with special needs.
Due to the topography of the park, the ramp on the landward side of the park would only need to be of short
length.

3.14.3 Section 13.3 The Gut: Salthill and Monkstown Station to Old Coal Quay Harbour

Existing Environment

Section 13.3 commences on the eastern side of Salthill and Monkstown Station and extends 280metres
eastwards towards Old Coal Quay Harbour, encompassing the land area known as the “Gut”. An existing
footway with a prevailing width of 5.0metres runs adjacent to the railway line and links the seaward side of
Salthill and Monkstown station to the Old Coal Quay Harbour. On the southerly side of the footpath a
visually permeable fence safeguards the railway line from users of the route. On the northern side of the
footpath overgrown vegetation spills onto the path adjacent the fence line of the pumping station property.

At the southern end of the footpath a pedestrian bridge straddles the railway line linking the start of the
West Pier to Old Dunleary Road.

The land mass referred to as the “Gut “protrudes seawards and covers an area of approximately 4.2
hectares. By motor vehicle, the Gut is accessed via Harbour Road at its eastern end. This road passes
through the centre of the Gut, providing access to two car parks, the West Pier Pumping Station, two
disused factory units and a green open space. The pumping station occupies a central position adjoining
the open space, comprising a single storey building with pitched roof, surrounded by lawns, shrubs and a
perimeter fence. The pumping station and its setting have a degree of architectural and landscape merit
and effectively disguise the industrial nature of this site, unlike the other industrial areas, which are
detrimental to local amenity.

A footway exists around the seaward perimeter of the Gut linking into the West Pier although this path is
closed at present.

Opportunities

It is widely recognised that the Gut is an underdeveloped site with significant potential. Through the 2005-
2010 County Development, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council has identified the need to redevelop
this site providing for waterfront development and harbour related uses with increase public access to the
coast. It is envisaged that the redevelopment of this area should be undertaken in conjunction with S2S,
with the potential to provide, in the longer term, a pedestrian promenade and cycleway on the sea facing
perimeter of the Gut. This should include the development of formal links onto the West Pier.

Challenges

As an existing formal footpath, the existing route adjacent to the railway line is poorly lit and has dense
overgrown foliage intruding on to the path. Furthermore, no properties overlook the path for the extent of
the route. These factors contribute to the perceived safety of the route and will need to be addressed in
detail the design process.

A foul trunk sewer runs in an east west direction underneath the vegetated strip parallel to the footpath. The
alignment, depth and access to the sewer will need to be considered in the design of this section.
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Route Option

Only one route option has been developed along this section of the route

Preferred Route

In the short term is it is recommended that the existing footway adjacent the railway line be upgraded to
facilitate S2S use. The overgrown foliage on the northern side of the path will be removed to facilitate the
expansion of the path by approximately 1 to 2 metres to achieve an overall promenade width of 6.0 metres
and improve visibility and security along the route. Replacement planting will comprise only low-growing
species. It is proposed that unnecessary obstacles along the route, such as the granite column, be
relocated to facilitate the desired promenade widths and remove hiding places.

Surfacing detailing of this section of S2S will comprise a red macadam surface to the cycleway, a raised
central concrete kerb and a ’stone flag’ imprinted concrete finish with sett detailing to the promenade.
Contemporary lighting is to be located adjacent the pumping station fence and no seating is envisaged on
this short section, where there are no discernable views and where seating may encourage gathering for
anti-social behaviour.

In the long term it is anticipated that the full eight metre width of the promenade could be incorporated into
land take from the pumping station or on a complementary route through the redevelopment of the Gut.

At the east end of the Gut adjacent the junction with Harbour Road, it is proposed that a raised shared
surface junction be constructed. This will sufficiently slow vehicles down and alert both motorists and S2S
users of the conflict point. This form of junction will need to be revisited when the Gut is redeveloped.

The proposed alignment of S2S can be altered to facilitate access to the Gut adequate to facilitate
development in accordance with the objectives contained in the Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County
development Plan 2004-2010.




