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(See Drawings 16 & 17)

3.16.1 Section 15.1: Dun Laoghaire Ferry Terminal to the National Yacht Club

Existing Environment

Section 15.1 commences at the intersection between Harbour Road, Crofton Road, Queens Road and
Marine Road. Marine Road forms the main link between Dun Laoghaire Town Centre and the harbour front
and experiences large volumes of pedestrian and vehicular movements in both directions. Queens Road
and Crofton Road run in an east to west direction along the coastline. This coastal road carries significant
volumes of traffic and is used by people accessing or traversing Dun Laoghaire Town Centre or visiting
local amenity areas. As previously mentioned in this section, Harbour Road forms part of the Port Access
Route and therefore carries large volumes of traffic during periods of the day. These strategic routes
intersect at a four arm signalised junction with pedestrian crossing facilities provided across each arm.

The DART railway line passes underneath this junction and remains submerged on the southern side of
Queens Road. This section of the DART Line has been bridged over and an attractive civic space has been
developed with appropriate uses such as cafes and restaurants.

The prevailing width of the carriageway on Queens Road is in the order of 8.0metres. Local widening of the
road has been introduced to facilitate the ghost island junction into the Pavilion car park.

A wide tree lined footpath runs on the northern side of Queens Road for the extent of this section. To the
north of Queens Road, a landscaped embankment links the footpath to the Royal St George Yacht Club
Car Park. The embankment falls towards The Royal St George Yacht Club and varies in width from
2.0metres at the entrance to the car park to 10.0 metres at the eastern end of the Royal St George Yacht
Club. At the end of the Royal St George Yacht Club, a set of steps leads down from Queens Road to the
car park.

To the immediate east of these steps a tunnel links into the DART line south of Queen’s Road. This tunnel
is used for maintenance and upgrading works on the rail line and is followed by a second set of steps
leading into the Carlisle Pier. A short section of landscaped embankment connects the second set of steps
into the pedestrian platform, suspended at the foot of Carlisle Pier. At the end of the viewing platform, the
embankment tapers in width and height and finally terminates at the entrance to the National Yacht Club
car park.

Opportunities

A key objective of the Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 is to improve
physical linkages between the town centre and water front. At the eastern end of Queens Road potential
exists to attract visitors from Dun Laoghaire town centre to S2S and the waterfront by enhancing existing
links into Marine Parade.

Through the redevelopment of Carlisle Pier it is envisaged that the waterfront will be reconnected to the
town of Dun Laoghaire via a bridge and public deck over the harbour side access road, connecting across
Queen’s Road to Moran Park. Major potential exists to incorporate S2S into these proposals however in the
context of this study the S2S has been considered in terms of the existing Carlisle Pier environment.

Challenges

On a local level, Queen’s road is a strategic route carrying traffic through Dun Laoghaire and to the town
centre. Limited scope exists to reduce the available road space for S2S use particularly in the context of the
right turn facility into the Pavilion car park. Dun Laoghaire County Council have proposed on road cycle

lanes over this short section to link into the cycleway along the Metals, however on road cycle lanes would
not be desirable for S2S use at this location. The line of bollards and chains along this section of route are
listed as protected structures. The design of the route will need to take cognisance of this.

Route options

Due to the limited road space on Queens Road, only one route option has been developed on this section
of route.

Preferred Route

At the Royal Marine Road Roundabout, it is proposed that the kerb line outside of the DART station be
extended into the carriageway to facilitate pedestrians and cyclists off road. As a consequence, this
proposal will require the relocation of the splitter island on the Royal Marine Road approach to the
roundabout. The kerb line at the Victoria fountain will remain unchanged. Drawing 16 illustrates how these
works can be achieved whilst retaining adequate carriageway widths and sufficient space for existing
pedestrian movements.

On completion of these works, cyclists exiting Harbour Road on the off road cycle track will remain off road
up to the corner of Crofton Road/ Marine Road. Travelling eastwards, cyclist will cross Marine Road via a
new Toucan crossing and continue eastwards on an off road cycle track along Queens Road.

Pedestrians exiting Harbour Road will traverse Royal Marine Road roundabout via a new crossing to the
north of the proposed Toucan crossing as illustrated on Drawing 16. Both crossings will be constructed as a
raised crossing. Continuing eastwards, pedestrians will be directed between the edge of the roundabout
and the Victoria Fountain steps. A short ramp of gradient 1in 20 will be constructed from the edge of the
Royal St George Yacht Club entrance up to the concrete walkway detailed below.

The above proposal allows pedestrians and cyclists to safely cross this busy junction whilst remaining off
road. A further aim of this design has been to minimise impact on the civic area around the Victoria
Monument. Alternative designs could be considered in light of the proposals at the Carlisle Pier
redevelopment.

Beyond the Marine Road junction, it is proposed that the existing 4.0 metre wide footpath on Queens Road
be converted to a 2-way cycle track, with the surface re-finished with red bitmac. The existing line of mature
trees at the front edge of the existing footpath will be retained and will serve as a barrier between the cycle
track and the carriageway. A concrete walkway 3.0 metres wide, finished in stone or high quality concrete
paving slabs with sett detailing, shall be constructed upon the Royal St George Yacht Club embankment.
The existing line of trees and bollards at the back edge of the existing footpath shall be retained and will
form the separation feature between cyclists and pedestrians. New planting will be undertaken to reinstate
the remaining embankment and enhance the setting of S2S and the car park access road. A railing will be
required to protect the edge of the promenade and should be designed to match or complement the existing
distinctive railings to be found along nearby sections of footpath (the top rails are made from old rack-and-
pinion railway tracks).

To maintain the above route alignment, the first set of steps leading into the Royal St George Yacht Club
Car Park will need to be re-constructed to tie into the S2S structure. The second set of steps leading to the
base of Carlisle Pier can also be re-constructed or removed. A cross section illustrating how this can be
achieved is shown on Drawing 16. A short suspended section will be required to span the tunnel leading to
the DART railway line separating the two sets of steps. The pedestrian walkway will then rise gently to tie
into the existing viewing platform at the base of Carlisle Pier. At the eastern end of the platform, the
walkway and cycle way will slope gently down to tie into the entrance to the National Yacht Club car park.

Whilst the design for this section of the route has been developed as a stand-alone solution it is anticipated
that the Carlisle Pier redevelopment will be designed in tandem with S2S.
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3.16.2 Section 15.2: The National Yacht Club to East Pier

Existing Environment

This short section commences at the entrance to the National Yacht Club headquarters on Queens Road
and extends the length of the car park for a distance of approximately 85 metres. Travelling eastwards from
the car park entrance, Queens Road forms a gentle incline towards the east pier whilst the National Yacht
Club car park remains at a lower level. At the eastern end of the National Yacht Club car park, the height
difference between Queen’s Road footpath and the car park surface is 2.6 metres.

The prevailing width of the carriageway on Queens Road on this section of route is 8.0metres; whist the
footpath is approximately 2.5metres. Continuing on from section 15.1, an avenue of mature trees lines the
front edge of the footpath for the extent of the route.

On the southern side of Queens Road a 2.5 metre wide landscaped verge separates the carriageway from
the DART line which is in open cut.

Opportunities

In keeping with the Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 town centre
objectives, opportunities exist to create an attractive link from S2S to the town centre via Moran Park.
Opportunities also exist to formally link into the cycle way along the Metals, thereby integrating S2S into the
wider Dun Laoghaire pedestrian and cyclists network.

Challenges

Similarly to section 15.1, limited scope exists on Queens Road to reduce the road space for S2S use.

Potential exists to develop a supported structure over the National Yacht Club car park connecting into the
existing footpath. This structure would need to be carefully designed to minimise its impact on the car park
in terms of loss of parking spaces and operation.

Route options

Route options were considered at this location, which are based on the route continuing on the northern
side of Queens Road, based on the following criteria

Impact on the National Yacht Club car park should be minimised.

Impact on Queens Road should be minimal

The mature line of trees must be retained.

Preferred Route

Having considered the above parameters, Drawing 16, illustrates the recommended form and alignment of
S2S from the East Pier to the National Yacht Club car park. The existing footpath on the north side of
Queen’s Road will be extended 1.5metres into the carriageway to facilitate westbound cyclists off road. This
proposal will reduce the carriageway width to approximately 6.5metres. The width of the running lanes on
the preceding section of carriageway (excluding the right turning lane) is 6.0 metres, whilst the width of the
running lanes on the following section of carriageway (excluding parking bays) is 6.2metres. Therefore, it
can be concluded that a reduction in carriageway widths over this section of route will have no significant
impact on traffic flow on Queens Road.

The existing line of trees will be retained and will separate eastbound and westbound cyclists on the cycle
track. A drop kerb will form the vertical separation feature between cyclists and pedestrians. Low-level
lighting in the form of bollards is the most appropriate here, given the dense tree cover along the street.

In order to provide a 3.0 metre walkway for pedestrians, a 2.0 metre platform will need to be suspended
over the National Yacht Club car park. The concrete or steel deck will be supported by vertical concrete or
steel columns that will preclude cars or pedestrians from accessing the area under the deck due to the
substandard headroom clearance. The existing decorative wrought iron railing will be re-erected on the
edge of the footway and will extend back along Section 15.1. Paving materials will continue from Section
15.1, comprising high quality stone/concrete flags with sett detailing.

This proposal will require the replacement of the perpendicular parking bays adjacent the Queens Road
wall with parallel parking bays. This restructuring of the car park will result in the loss of approximately 10
parking spaces.

3.16.3 Section 15.3: East Pier to Dun Laoghaire Baths

Existing Environment

Section 15.3 commences at the pedestrian crossing at the foot of Dun Laoghaire East Pier. The
carriageway locally narrows at this location to facilitate the pedestrian crossing and reduce vehicular
speeds. Beyond the pedestrian crossing, the carriageway increases in width to accommodate 6.2metres
wide running lanes and 2.1 metres wide parking bays on the northern side of Queens Road.

A footpath ranging in width from 4.0 metres at the East Pier to 3.3metres at the western edge of Dun
Laoghaire Baths exists on the northern side of Queens Road. The footpath at this section is elevated from
the waterfront and as such provides pedestrians with impressive views of the pier and coastline. Beyond
the footpath, an undulating landscaped park leads pedestrians down to the rocky seashore.

On the southern side of Queens Road a 1.5 - 2.5 metre wide landscaped verge separates the carriageway
from the DART line in open cut.

At the eastern end of this section, the carriageway and footpath narrows on approach to the Baths. At the
Baths site, the carriageway width has tapered down to 6.8metres wide and the footpath to 2.9metres wide.

Opportunities

Similarly to the West Pier, a significant opportunity exists to develop a formal access into the East Pier from
S2S. The existing pedestrian links into Adelaide Street and Peoples Park can be enhanced through the
development of S2S.

At the eastern end of the section, the Dun Laoghaire Baths have remained closed and derelict for a number
of years. The redevelopment of the Baths site is a key objective in the Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County
Council Development Plan 2004-2010 and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Councillors have recently welcomed
plans for the redevelopment of the Baths site, incorporating facilities for members of the public such as a
replacement swimming pool. It is envisaged that the redevelopment of the Baths site could be undertaken
in conjunction with S2S, with the potential to provide a pedestrian and cyclists promenade on the seaward
side of the site.

Challenges

The process of developing an appropriate design and constructing the Baths site may take a number of
years. In the interim S2S will need to make best use of existing infrastructure to facilitate the promenade. At
present carriageway widths in the vicinity of the baths site are insufficient to make provision for segregated
cycle facilities.
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Route options

This section of the route has been developed in the context of the existing environment which demonstrates
a route which can be developed in the short term. However, there are clearly significant opportunities for
the route to be incorporated into the proposed redevelopment of the Carlisle Pier and Dun Laoghaire Baths
sites. In its existing context, two route options have been considered on this section of S2S as follows:

1. Queens Road: Utilisation of road space

2. Queens Road: Utilisation of Beach Gardens

In Option one, it is recommended that the existing footpath be extended by 2m into the carriageway to
achieve an overall promenade width of 5.5 to 6.0 metres incorporating the two way cycleway adjacent the
road edge. This proposal will require the removal of approximately 20No. on street parking along this
section, the relocation of lighting standards and will incorporate the retention of the footpath railings.

In option two, it is proposed that Beach Gardens be locally developed to incorporate S2S from the East Pier
to Dun Laoghaire Baths. This will require re-contouring the park to create a level walkway 3metres wide
adjacent to the existing footpath. This will create an overall promenade width of 6metres. The overall
redevelopment of the park could be incorporated into the redevelopment of the Baths.

Preferred Route

Although option two will require substantial regrading works, this option is considered preferable, as it will
contribute to the overall rejuvenation of this section of coastline. These proposals could be undertaken in
tandem with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Councils substantial plans for redevelopment of the Baths
site. This would also allow for the retention of parking spaces on Quens Road.

As the existing Baths development stands, to develop S2S on the landward side of the Baths frontage
would require a reduction in width of the promenade to approximately 4.0metres to accommodate a 2.5
metre two way cycleway and 1.5m footpath. To achieve these widths, the existing line of trees at this
location would need to be removed and the footpath extended by 1.0metres into the road, leaving a
localised carriageway width of 5.8metres.These widths are the minimum acceptable over this short distance
and could only be considered as a short-term measure prior to the delivery of the Baths site proposal.

It is recommended that the existing decorative iron railings which are listed as a protected structures be re-
erected along the new footpath edge. New paving materials will comprise high quality stone/concrete flags
with sett detailing. Lighting will comprise supplementary fittings to existing lamp standards, while street
furniture will be limited to provision of litter bins where appropriate, with little scope for seating.

An alternative short-term solution would be the implementation of on road advisory cycle lanes over the
distance of the Baths site. This would require upgrading the existing signalised pedestrian crossing
adjacent the Peoples Park to facilitate cyclists and installing a new controlled or uncontrolled crossing
adjacent to the start of the Promenade on Newtownsmith Park.




