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1.0 Introduction

Following a presentation to the Dún Laoghaire Area Committee on 6th 

September and a subsequent discussion with the Dún Laoghaire Ward 
Councillors on 5th October 2010, the proposed design for a Contra Flow 
Cycle Track on Newtown Avenue, Blackrock went to public display on 
the 18th October 2010.

A copy of the proposals was put on display in the County Hall, Dún 
Laoghaire and in Blackrock Library. A copy of the proposal and maps 
were also made available on the Council’s website. The scheme was 
left on display for 5 weeks and a further 2 weeks was allowed for 
receipt of submissions.

In total 40 submissions were received. 20 were in favour of the 
proposal (the submission representing the residents of Maretimo 
Gardens East was treated as 1 submission) 16 were against the 
proposal (the submission received from the residents of Maretimo 
Villas was treated as 1 submission) and 4 did not indicate a strong 
preference either way for the scheme. Details of the submissions as 
received and a response to each are outlined in later sections.  

2.0 Background

There are a number of initiatives and policies that have relevance to 
the provision of a contra flow cycle track on Newtown Avenue. 

County Development Plan 2010-2016

Section 12.1 Sustainable Travel

12.1.1 Policy T1: Integration of Land Use and Policies

It is Council policy to support sustainable modes of transport and that 
land use and zoning are fully integrated with development of high 
quality transportation systems.

12.1.12 Policy T12: Cycling and Walking

It is Council policy to promote and encourage more healthy sustainable 
environmentally friendly forms of transportation such as walking and 
to make the footway network accessible for all.

Page 3 of 36 



Chapter 17 (Specific Local Objectives of Blackrock)

Number 69: To investigate the feasibility of providing a contra-flow 
cycle path along Newtown Avenue from Blackrock Main Street to 
Seapoint Avenue.

DLR Cycle Network Review:

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Transportation Department is currently 
carrying out a review of its cycle network throughout the County. The 
objective of this review is to assess the existing cycle facilities and 
propose improvements to the network. One of the proposed routes will 
be the Booterstown to Dalkey Cycle Route. 

This route will connect Booterstown with Dalkey via Blackrock and Dún 
Laoghaire. The route primarily avails of existing off road cycle paths 
through Blackrock Park, along the DART line between Blackrock and 
Dún Laoghaire and along the Metals through Glenageary. This cycle 
route will serve the residents of Booterstown, Blackrock, Monkstown, 
Dún Laoghaire and Dalkey. In addition the route will act as an 
important tourist cycle route along the Dublin Bay tying into the 
Sutton to Sandycove scheme. A key element in the provision of this 
route is the development of a contra flow cycle track on Newtown 
Avenue. Without this contra flow cycle track, this route would be 
severed as it would only serve cyclists in one direction.
Statistical analysis of this route (Booterstown to Dalkey) has been 
carried out using census data obtained from the Central Statistics 
Office and the following figures have been obtained:

• Length of the route 7,613 metres
• Population catchment within 500m of the route 20,194 

persons
• Employment catchment within 500m of the route 10,186 

persons
• 12 – 18 years catchment within 500m of the route 1,656 

persons
• Secondary School catchment within 500m of the route 4,895 

persons
• 3rd Level Institution catchment within 500m of the route 

2,750 persons

These figures show that there is huge potential for cycling along this 
route (particularly second and third level students). These figures do 
not take into account the students that will attend the Dún Laoghaire 
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VEC, which is currently under construction. This potential can be seen 
daily with high numbers of cyclists currently cycling illegally along 
Newtown Avenue against traffic to access this route.

Providing this link is also in line with a number of Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown and Government policies including: 

Smarter Travel

The provision of a contra flow cycle track on Newtown Avenue ties in 
with the principles of the Governments Smarter Travel policy 
document which supports the promotion of cycling as a viable mode of 
transportation and will encourage a modal split towards cycling.

National Cycle Policy Framework

Objective 2: Ensure that the urban road infrastructure (with the 
exception of motorways) is designed / retrofitted so as to be cyclist-
friendly and that traffic management measures are also cyclist 
friendly.
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2.10 Sutton to Sandycove Scheme

We will complete the Sutton to Sandycove (S2S) cycleway / 
promenade. This 22km continuous facility will act as a commuting 
route as well as a world class recreational and tourist route. It will be a 
flagship project for the capital.

Objective 8: Ensure proper integration between cycling and public 
transport.

DLR Cycling Policy

CP 1.3 Cycling and existing developments

Undertake retro-fit projects within existing urban areas and 
developments, both residential and commercial, to create cycle-
friendly permeable routes that are attractive to cyclists of all ages and 
abilities.

DLR Corporate Plan

Objective 1: Continuous Evaluation and Improvement of our Services 
and Infrastructure

The proposed cycle track ties in to a range of policies and it provides 
an opportunity for Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown to comply with these 
policies by providing this cycle track.

NTA 2030 Vision

Measure WCY 6:

The provision of tactile paving and the raising of carriageways or 
lowering of kerbs at pedestrian crossing points to assist mobility 
impaired people and those with buggies or prams; Revisions in 
junction layouts where appropriate, to reduce pedestrian crossing 
distances, provide more direct pedestrian routes and reduce the speed 
of turning traffic; The provision of zebra crossing points or pedestrian 
signals on all junction arms, at junctions where it is likely to be 
beneficial to pedestrian safety or convenience, starting with junctions 
on major roads and with higher pedestrian numbers; The adjusting of 
traffic signal controls where appropriate to reduce the wait time for 
pedestrians in town centres and other built up areas or to increase the 
crossing time allocated to pedestrians; and Additional pedestrian 
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crossing points away from junctions, with greater use of zebra crossing 
facilities or rapid response pedestrian signal facilities.

Measure WCY 7:

Support the provision of additional leisure walking routes along river 
and canal corridors and in the countryside together with provision of 
facilities for leisure walkers, including seating and picnic areas; and 
Seek improvements to walking links: From surrounding areas to 
leisure walking routes; and Between leisure routes that are in 
proximity to each other.

Measure WCY 11:

Target measures to improve the cycling environment in areas where 
there is the greatest potential for trips in cycling distance range. These 
areas will include Dublin city centre, the Metropolitan Designated 
Towns, Hinterland Designated Towns, and their approaches; Seek the 
provision of high quality cycling corridors, in and on the key radial 
approaches to Dublin city centre and Metropolitan Designated Town 
centres; and  Place an emphasis on improving the cycling environment 
in town centres and their inner approaches before other areas of the 
network.

Measure WCY 12:

The Authority will seek the introduction of measures to improve the 
cycling environment in targeted areas; such measures will include: 
Lower speed limits in centres, residential areas and in built up areas 
(see Sections 9.2 and 9.3); Reductions in motorised traffic in central 
areas (see Section 9.2);  Improving cyclist priority and safety at 
junctions;  Providing high quality segregated cycle lanes, or off road 
cycle tracks, where speeds or volumes of traffic remain high; Providing 
more direct routes for cyclists, including the introduction of cycle 
contra flow lanes on one-way streets, and the creation of new 
pedestrian and cycle only links where appropriate; and Traffic signal 
control adjustments at junctions to reduce average wait time (this also 
benefits pedestrians – see section 9.4.2).
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Measure WCY 13:

The provision of coastal, canal and riverside cycle tracks, including: 
Royal Canal and Grand Canal Routes;

Sutton to Sandycove coastal route;
Tolka and Dodder Routes;

the opening to cyclists of the larger public parks throughout the 
Greater Dublin Area; The provision of a designated National Cycle 
Network in line with the Department of Transport National Cycle Policy 
framework, and provision of safe and attractive cycle links between 
the GDA Cycle network and the National Cycle Network; and The 
provision of a safe and attractive cycling environment in other rural 
and scenic areas where tourist and leisure cyclists are likely to visit.

3.0 Car parking on Newtown Avenue

From the submissions received it is clear that the biggest issue with 
this scheme is the removal of parking along Newtown Avenue. During 
the design stage the availability of car parking was assessed and the 
Traffic Section was very conscious to minimise the loss of parking with 
the proposed design. Each section of Newtown Avenue is discussed 
below:

On the north side of Newtown Avenue between Idrone Terrace and 
Maretimo Gardens West, 5 houses front onto the road. The proposed 
scheme has made provision for 7 spaces in this area and a further 3 
new spaces on Idrone Terrace.

Maretimo Gardens West

All of the premises fronting onto Maretimo Gardens West have off 
street parking. There are 3 pay and display bays provided on Maretimo 
Gardens West. It is not proposed to alter any of these spaces in this 
scheme.

Maretimo Villas

Maretimo Villas (numbers 5-19) do not have off-street parking. The 
proposed scheme proposes to reduce the number of spaces outside 
Maretimo Villas by 2, leaving 15 available for residents. 13 parking 
permits have been issued for Maretimo Villas, which covers all 19 
homes (4 of which have off street parking).
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Maretimo Place 

Maretimo Place does not operate under the current pay and display 
scheme. No parking permits have been issued for this area. No 
changes are proposed for this area.

Maretimo Road

6 parking permits have been issued for Maretimo Road. This scheme is 
not proposing any changes to the current level of parking provision (7 
spaces).

Maretimo Terrace

There are 12 homes on Maretimo Terrace (two of which have off street 
parking). The proposed scheme will provide 8 spaces on the north side 
of Newtown Avenue and 12 spaces on the south side of Newtown 
Avenue within 50m of Maretimo Terrace. 13 parking permits have 
been issued for Maretimo Terrace. The houses on Maretimo Terrace 
can also be accessed from the back and cars often park in this 
laneway.

Maretimo Gardens East

32 Parking permits have been issued for this area and the scheme 
does not propose to make any alterations to the current parking 
scheme (which provides 30 spaces).

The proposed scheme will result in 96 pay and display spaces being 
available between Idrone Terrace and Seapoint Avenue (including 3 
proposed spaces on Idrone Terrace). Currently 87 residents permits 
have been issued for this area. 

It should be noted that a parking permit allows vehicles to park in a 
particular area. It does not guarantee a space will be available outside 
a particular home.

Page 9 of 36 



Parking for the businesses:

A point of reference for the purpose of analysis was chosen on Main 
Street, Blackrock half way between Bath Place and Temple 
Road/Carysfort Avenue junction. Within 300m of this point there are 
currently 816 spaces available to the public for parking in Blackrock 
town. These spaces are shown on the map below. 

This scheme proposes to reduce the parking spaces on Newtown 
Avenue within a 300m area by 6. To compensate for this loss, 4 
additional spaces are proposed (3no. within the 200m area on Idrone 
Terrace and 1no. within the 100m area on Main Street). The proposed 
spaces are closer to the town centre and provide more parking than 
currently existing to facilitate the local businesses. This scheme will 
result in the total number of spaces within the 300m area reduced to 
814 (a loss of 2 spaces). 

This scheme also proposes to reduce the number of spaces on 
Newtown Avenue between Maretimo Gardens East and Seapoint 
Avenue by 15. It is unlikely that members of the public travelling to 
Blackrock for business will be affected by the reduction in spaces as 
they are too far from the town centre (they are 500m from the town).
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Existing public parking in Blackrock
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Usage of existing parking bays on Newtown Avenue:

Nationwide Data Collection (NDC) was engaged by the Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown County Council to undertake parking surveys along Newtown 
Avenue. The objective of these surveys was to establish the usage levels of 
each of the parking bays along the route. The surveys were carried out 
between 06:00 to 20:00 hours on Thursday 5th May and Friday 6th May 2011 
and 08:00 to 18:00 hours on Saturday 7th May 2011, in 60 minute ‘beats’.

The map below shows the parking usage percentage for each of the 3 days of 
the surveys. The usage for each bay is summarised in the text box beside it 
i.e. T: 90% means that on Thursday the parking bay was on average 90% 
occupied, F: Friday, S: Saturday and A: is the average over the 3 days.

From these surveys the proposed scheme will provide sufficient parking bays 
to cater for the existing demand in the area. 
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Parking Survey Results
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Main Street/Temple Hill alternative route

A number of the submission have suggested that Main Street / Temple Hill be 
used as an alternative route for cyclists coming from Blackrock Park. There 
are a number of reasons this route is not as desirable as Newtown Avenue:

1. The volume and speed of traffic along this road is much higher than 
Newtown Avenue

2. There are a number of busy junctions that cyclists would have to 
negotiate

3. To provide a cycle track large amounts of parking on Main Street would 
have to be removed as there is not sufficient road width to provide a 
cycle track. This would have a negative impact on the businesses as 
these spaces have high turnover and are consistently busy 

4. This route would require cyclists to cycle on a section of Frascati Road 
which is high speed / high volume dual carriageway, to access Seapoint 
Avenue. This road does not have any cycle facilities and this may 
discourage less confident cyclists 

5. The desire line is along Newtown Avenue. If facilities were provided on 
Main Street/Temple Hill it is likely that cyclists would continue to use 
Newtown Avenue illegally 

6. Vehicles stopping to load and unload are likely to block the cycle track 
forcing cyclists out into traffic

Alternative design of the cycle track

It has been suggested that a cycle track should be provided on the road side 
of the existing parking (using road markings). This option was 
considered at an early stage in the design process and was discounted 
for a number of reasons including:

Providing the cycle track outside the existing parking will place cyclists in a 
more vulnerable position i.e. there will be additional potential for conflict 
with cars (and with car doors opening) on the main road and cars 
crossing the cycle track to access the parking

The speeds of vehicles on the main road are too high for this type of facility 
and traffic calming would be required to ensure cars travel at an 
appropriate speed. As this route is a bus route the use of traffic calming 
should be discouraged

The provision of the cycle track would still require a similar number of parking 
spaces to be removed
• The cycle track would weave over and back past parked cars 
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4.0 Submissions

In total 40 submissions were received. 20 were in favour of the proposal (the 
submission representing the residents of Maretimo Gardens East was treated 
as  1  submission  (45  houses  and  24  apartments))  16  were  against  the 
proposal (the submission received from the residents of Maretimo Villas was 
treated  as  1  submission  (12  houses))  and  4  did  not  indicate  a  strong 
preference either way. The submissions as received and a response to each is 
outlined below.

Meeting with the National Council for the Blind

A meeting was held on the 4th November 2010 to discuss the detail of the 
proposed scheme with a representative of the (National Council for the Blind, 
a resident of Newtown Avenue who is visually impaired. At the meeting the 
NCFB noted their strong support for the scheme, as it would remove cyclists 
from illegally using the footway and improve the quality of life for the local 
resident. It was also noted that the resident had been knocked down on two 
occasions by cyclists travelling illegally along Newtown Avenue. 

While much of the discussion in relation to this scheme is centered on the 
removal of parking, the positive benefit  to residents and those with visual 
impairments if this scheme proceeds should not be underestimated.

Name / 
Date 
Received

Submission Reply

Margaret 
Mc Cluskey

I am very concerned about the proposal to have a 
cycle track along Newtown Avenue. At 
the moment there is great difficulty in parking in 
Blackrock (you have to pay to use the post office). 
This Plan is going to adversely effect the already 
struggling businesses.
Will the cyclists increase the footfall and therefore 
the business in Blackrock?

Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown currently operates a 
grace period of 15mins (which is free) for 
vehicles parking in pay and display bays. This 
should be sufficient time to carry out short-
term business.

Traffic Section does not agree that the removal 
of spaces as proposed will adversely affect 
business in the area. This scheme only 
proposes to reduce the number of spaces 
within a 300m radius from Main Street, 
Blackrock from 816 to 814 

Providing this important link in the cycle 
network will encourage adults and children to 
use the route to commute for leisure and to 
visit the park. Increasing the number of 
visitors passing through Blackrock should be 
seem as a positive step in the promotion of the 
local businesses. 
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Joe Lawrence I wish to fully support the Local Authority on the 
above proposal. It is an excellent idea and will 
allow cyclists to travel safely and follow the 
coastline from Booterstown to Seapoint and Dún 
Laoghaire. The proposal is well designed and will 
enhance the local area significantly, well done Dún 
Laoghaire-Rathdown

Noted

Deputy 
Ciarán Cuffe
Green Party

The Green Party strongly supports Dún Laoghaire 
Rathdown Council’s proposals to build a contra 
flow cycle lane on Newtown Avenue in Blackrock.

The proposal is consistent with the Government 
Policy in the National Cycle Policy Framework, 
objective 2 (3) – retrofitting urban road 
infrastructure to be cyclist friendly – as well as 
objective 2.10 – to build the Sutton to Sandycove 
cycleway.

Providing a coastal link from Blackrock Park, 
through Blackrock village via Newtown Ave to 
Seapoint Avenue would benefit commuter as well 
as leisure cyclists and open up opportunities to 
market a coastal cycle route in the County.

Minor changes in the detailed design may be 
required to ensure there in adequate space for 
parked car doors to open. This may require the 
width of the cycle lane to be narrower than what is 
outlined.

Noted

The provision of a 2m wide cycle track was 
choose to provide sufficient space for a cyclist 
to overtake another cyclists along the route 
without having to leave the cycle track. It may 
be possible to provide lining on the cycle track 
to form a 0.5m buffer zone to encourage 
cyclists to stay away from potential car doors 
opening while still maintaining overtaking 
space. This option will be investigated at the 
detailed design stage.

Patrick A 
O'Callaghan

We wish to object in the strongest possible terms 
to the proposed contra flow cycle track along 
Newtown Avenue.  We wish to know who put 
forward this proposal and on what basis you felt it 
appropriate to present this proposal to Councillors 
without any consultation whatsoever with local 
residents in Blackrock? The first that we and the 
other residents of Maretimo Terrace knew of this 
proposal was when Cllr. Marie Baker's leaflet came 
through our letterbox last weekend!

 The situation at the moment with cyclists 
unlawfully cycling at speed on the footpath, 
unlawfully cycling the wrong way up a one way 
street is a highly dangerous one.  However, 
instead of preventing or seeking the assistance of 
An Garda Siochana in prosecuting this illegal and 
dangerous behavior, the Council is now 
proposing that it should be facilitated and 
encouraged.  So stepping outside our front gate is 
going to become even more high risk.  Also a 
cursory glance at any cycle lane, particularly the 
cycle lane on the Stillorgan Dual Carriageway, 
would show cyclists cycling on the roadway 
alongside the cycle lane rather than in or on it. 

This proposal was presented to the Dún 
Laoghaire Area Committee in September 2010. 
Following this, a meeting was held with the 
Ward Councillors to discuss the plan in more 
detail. As the Councillors are the elected 
representatives of the area it is standard 
practice to present schemes to them in 
advance of a public display period. The 
preparation of material for a public display can 
take some time. Councillors sometimes take 
this opportunity to inform their constituents of 
upcoming schemes and encourage them to 
participate in the consultation process. 

As outlined above (section 2.0) a demand for a 
contra flow cycle lane exists on Newtown 
Avenue, which is evident from the large 
amount of cyclists using it every day. It is 
policy of Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown to promote 
cycling as a sustainable travel mode. Traffic 
Section believes that the provision of this 
contra flow cycle track will promote cycling 
and further encourage people to choose it as a 
mode of transport. The provision of this cycle 
lane will improve safety for residents “stepping 
out” their gate as it will remove cyclists from 
the footway
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 Secondly, it seems that the proposal envisages 
that parking spaces outside our houses are going 
to be removed and/or reduced.  It might be helpful 
to remind the Council that we, as residents, pay 
for parking permits to park on the road outside our 
house.  We also pay for visitors permits to facilitate 
tradesmen and delivery vans who call to see us.  It 
is difficult enough to find parking on the road 
during the week and especially on Saturdays and 
at Mass times on a Sunday, so any reduction in 
parking spaces will have a big impact on such a 
small confined area.  If you had seen fit to conduct 
your "survey" any evening, other than the height 
of summer when some residents were on holidays, 
and taken account of cars parked on the road as 
opposed to counting the number of cyclists making 
illegal left hand turns, it would have been obvious 
that almost every available car space was fully 
taken; the only exceptions being the few spaces 
available outside the block of apartments (where 
the residents have a car park provided within the 
grounds) and at the far end of the road where the 
garage has closed down.

 Thirdly, this proposal will reduce the value of our 
home.  If the best that a prospective purchaser can 
expect is to park some distance down the road (at 
best), then it is hard to see that as an attractive 
proposition.  Finally, if the Council has monies 
available for the road works required to make this 
poorly thought out plan a reality, then we would 
suggest that those monies could and should be 
spent in a way, which would benefit the community 
as a whole.  Nowhere in any of the information up 
on the Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 
website in relation to this matter is the sum 
which these proposed works are going to cost. 

It is Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown policy to 
facilitate cyclists where possible.

The comments relating to parking are noted 
and I refer you to section 3.0 on parking 
(above).

No source of funding has been identified for 
the proposed scheme. If the scheme proceeds 
to detailed design the Traffic Section intends 
to apply for funding from the NTA or 
Department of Transport.

Deirdre 
McDonnell

Please implement this cycle path.

I cycle every day from Dun Laoghaire to St. 
Vincent's Hospital; and this lane would hugely 
enhance my safety and cycling experience.

Noted

Declan Mc 
Donnell 

I would endorse the proposals for the Contra Flow 
Cycle Track

Noted

Cathal Mc 
Donnell

I would be very much in favour of this proposal Noted

The 
Residents, 

We, the residents, strongly oppose the projected 
plan to impose a contra flow cycle lane on 

Safety of both cyclists and pedestrians will be 
improved by this scheme by providing a 
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Newtown 
Villas

Newtown Road on the following grounds:
a) Safety of the cyclists, particularly at the 

junction with Seapoint Avenue
b) Safety of pedestrians who are used to 

checking one way traffic only
c) Parking for residents both on Newtown Avenue 

and on the side roads is already at a premium
d) With or without disc parking, Newtown Villas 

will be used for the displaced vehicles. Our 
houses front directly onto a narrow pavement 
and out light is greatly impeded by parked 
vans or space wagons. In emergency 
conditions our cars can be moved, but not 
those of non-residents

While cyclists should, of course, be encouraged 
and assisted in riding safely, the disruption caused 
by this short length of cycle lane is out of 
proportion to any gain to them

There has to be another way!

dedicated route for cyclists and as a result 
removing them from conflicts with pedestrians 
on the footway.

The route will be incorporated into the traffic 
signals on Seapoint Avenue and cyclists will be 
given a specific phase when they wish to travel 
through the traffic light junction.

Pedestrians should always check for vehicles in 
both directions when crossing the road. 
Temporary warning signs will be erected to 
warn pedestrians of the presence of cyclists 
travelling contra-flow should the scheme 
proceed. 

Please see section 3.0 above on parking. 

The Traffic Section agrees that cycling should 
be encouraged. Where possible the provision 
of cycle facilities is designed to minimise 
disruption to other modes. In this case it is not 
possible to provide the cycle track and retain 
all of the parking. 

Noel Cloney As a long established business based on the 
Newtown Avenue end of Main Street Blackrock I 
was shocked to hear of the above mentioned 
proposal – which would result in the removal of 18 
car parking spaces from the town.
 
It is clear to all that Ireland is going through the 
worst financial crisis since the formation of the 
state – and the one thing everyone agrees on is 
the need for companies to remain  in  business,  to 
keep their staff employed,  to get back into profit  
and generate more revenue. This must happen 
both on an export led basis and at local level – if 
this fails to happen then the Irish economy will 
continue to shrink resulting in more business 
closures, further job losses and even longer dole 
queues: the further effect of this does not bear 
thinking about. 
 
As elsewhere, business is at an all time low in 
Blackrock with a number shops closing during the 
past year and many more struggling to survive. 
Business  in Blackrock has always been hampered 
by the lack of adequate parking, especially on the 
Newtown Avenue end of the Main street. In that 
context, the suggestion that a significant number 
of already scarce places should be removed is 
utter madness. With businesses already closing 
and many more in a precarious position, the 
potential damage which could be done by the 
proposed scheme is incalculable.
 
The situation is exacerbated by the fact that the 

The comments relating to parking are noted 
and I refer to section 3.0 above.

Please note that these proposals will increase 
the number of spaces for the businesses within 
a 300m radius of Main Street.
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residents of the area will also be severely 
impacted by the proposed removal of parking 
spaces, since many are dependent on on-street 
permit parking.
 
While I am a strong proponent of both cycling and 
public transport – which I personally use 
frequently – I am obliged to point out that the 
cyclists whom the proposed measure is designed 
to facilitate have access an alternative route. By 
contrast, both the residents (and the business who 
are dependent for their survival on the availability 
of adequate parking) have no alternative: if their 
parking spaces are eliminated they simply have no 
place to go.
 
It hardly needs to be said that the removal of the 
spaces will cause a loss of revenue to the Council 
itself. However, this will pale into insignificance 
when compared to the damage to the economy, 
both local and national, as businesses are pushed 
further towards the edge of viability.
 
I trust that this communication will make plain the 
fundamental flaws in the proposed measure. On 
this basis and in conjunction with other local 
businesses, we strongly object to the proposed 
elimination of scarce and much needed parking 
spaces.  We would ask you to consider fully the 
seriously deleterious effects of the proposal and 
not to proceed further with it. 

Anna 
Comerford

I think this proposal is long overdue and would 
encourage more cyclists to use this route. You 
might also take a look at upper Eden road and 
Tivoli Road, as lots of teenagers use this route on 
bicycles to get to CBC and Newpark schools, which 
is currently extremely dangerous.

Noted

Maeve 
O'Donovan

Councillor Marie Baker has made me aware of a 
proposal from the council to install a cycle contra 
flow lane along Newtown Avenue between Irone 
Terrace and Seapoint Avenue presented without 
warning or consultation at a recent area 
committee meeting.
 
 
 If this goes through neither I nor my mother will 
have any parking in this area Parking is at a 
premium in Blackrock and we already find it hard 
to find parking there during the day.  I can 
understand the need to accommodate cyclists but 
not at the expense of depriving the residents of 
Newtown Avenue of a car space.  This will make 
living in the area impossible.

(Follow up submission received on 4th November 
following clarification on the changes to the 

This proposal was presented to the Dún 
Laoghaire Area Committee in September 2010. 
Following this a meeting was held with the 
Ward Councillors to discuss the plan in more 
detail. As the Councillors are the elected 
representatives of the area it is standard 
practice to present schemes to them in 
advance of public display. The preparation of 
material for a public display can take some 
time. Councillors sometimes take this 
opportunity to inform their constituents of 
upcoming schemes and encourage them to 
participate in the consultation process.

Please see comments above relating to parking 
(section 3.0)

Section 16.10.6 of the DLR County 
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parking in the area)

I note your response and I wish to add to my 
submission that I have now seen the County 
Development Plan 2010-2016.
Under Table 16.3 of Section 16.10.6 Car Parking 
Standards states that for a residential dwelling five 
car parking spaces made available for Flats 10A, 
10B and the adjoining property Montebello all of 
which my mother Eleanor O'Donovan owns and 
rents out.  The property Idrone Cottage of which 
she is part owner being a two bed unit should be 
entitled to one space.  I have to say that at 
moment with the removal of two car parking 
spaces already by the Council to accommodation 
entry and exit to Blackrock Church, there is not 
nearly that capacity ever available outside the 
properties.  We are lucky to be able to 
accommodate three cars at the moment outside 
the properties and only after peak hours.

I would be obliged if this could be put with my 
original observation.

Development Plan sets out off street parking 
requirements for new developments. It does 
not require the council to provide spaces on-
street for homes.  

Lewis Purser Thank you for the consultation re plans to provide 
a contra flow cycle track on Newtown Avenue, 
Blackrock between Idrone Terrace and Seapoint 
Avenue.
 
This is an excellent proposal which I would fully 
support. It will be most useful for cyclists 
returning from the Dublin area towards Dun 
Laoghaire and further south on a daily basis, and – 
most importantly – for families and children who 
wish to cycle to/from places like Seapoint, Dun 
Laoghaire, Blackrock park. The significant 
additional opportunities it creates for cycling to 
and from Blackrock Dart Station should also be 
highlighted.
 Your consultation notes that many cyclists are 
already using Newtown Avenue contra-flow 
without permission. Many more of us would like to 
use it, but currently do not because doing so is 
currently not permitted. 
 
Once the system is in place, it needs to be 
advertised fully. For example, there are many 
schools in the Blackrock/Booterstown area where 
more cycling should be encouraged. The provision 
of a contra-flow cycle track at Newtown Avenue 
would provide an additional important element in 
promoting this.

Noted

Ger Ryan I would like to wholeheartedly support the contra-
flow cycle track for Newtown avenue. As one of 
the many (illegal) cyclists who uses this route on a 
regular basis, I can honestly say:-
- it makes perfect sense as a route as per the brief

Noted. 

The option of placing the cycle track outside 
the parked cars was investigated and 
discounted for a number of reasons:
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- it currently operates safely, notwithstanding not 
being designed for that purpose

Looking at the plans, I would have concerns that 
the current proposal is seeking to 'over-engineer' 
the issue. In my opinion, the cycle track could be 
put alongside the vehicular lane, leaving the cars 
at the curb. This would result in - 
- possibly less removal of car parking spaces
- flexibility for larger vehicles travelling along the 
road that might need to enter the cycle lane 
briefly, if the way is clear (removal trucks, rubbish 
trucks, avoidance maneuvers.
I'd have no problem with the original design, but 
this suggestion might be a possible compromise, 
on the assumption that there will be those against 
the scheme.

• It increased the potential conflict between 
cyclists, parked cars and live traffic

• The design would ‘snake’ over and back on 
the road as it avoided parking

• The speed of vehicles using Newtown 
Avenue is too high and some form of 
traffic calming would be required to slow 
them to an appropriate speed 

The proposed scheme will provide adequate 
space for large vehicles and buses and has 
taken into account the turning movements of 
the bin lorry. 

Nell Brady I think that your proposal to  provide a contra flow 
cycle  between Idrone Terrace and Seapoint 
Avenue is a completely dangerous proposition. 
 Firstly, it is very unfair to the people who live on 
Newtown Ave that they will be unable to park 
outside their houses. Also people who are going to 
the dentist at Maretimo will have nowhere to park 
their cars.  I have been told that there will be 
three more car parking spaces on the hill up from 
Idrone Terrace.  These car parks will be very 
dangerous as it is impossible for two cars to pass 
each other when a car is parked at the side.  Also, 
when a car is going up from Idrone Terrace to turn 
right at the top and a car is coming down 
Newtown Avenue to turn down Idrone Terrace 
there would be no space if cars were parked at the 
side of the road. The whole proposal is far too 
dangerous.

I hope that you will cancel your proposal. 

The comments relating to parking are noted 
and I refer to section 3.0 on parking above. 

The Traffic Section does not accept that this 
proposal is a dangerous proposition. It is 
intended to carry out a Road Safety Audit of 
the scheme prior to any construction work 
taking place. The situation at present with 
cyclists cycling at speed on the footway is 
dangerous and needs to be resolved. 

The provision of additional parking spaces on 
Idrone Terrace will be sufficiently set back 
from the junction to allow two cars to pass. 

Jim Kenny To Whom it concerns,
I wish to object to the proposed cycle lane for the 
following reasons.
1 The residents on that side of the road have no 
parking in front of their houses-roadside only.
2 Cars will be forced on to other sideroads.
3 The number of bikes using it would be minimal-
and only in the evening time.
4 The general inconvenience caused is 
unacceptable for what might be gained.

Your objection is noted. Please refer to 
comments above in relation to parking.

The Traffic Section believes that what is gained 
by providing the cycle track and the potential 
to generate new cyclists along the route out 
weighs the loss of parking.

The benefit of providing a route for cyclists 
and removing them from the footway (and the 
resulting removal of conflict with pedestrians) 
will have a positive effect on safety for all

John Wrigley As a long standing resident of Maretimo Villas on 
Newtown Avenue, I wish to lodge an objection to 
the proposal for the Contra-flow cycle track 
between Idrone Terrace and Seapoint Avenue.
 
I would like to make the following points regarding 
this issue:

The comments relating to parking are noted 
and I refer to section 3.0 on parking above.

Traffic Section agrees that the current 
situation results in conflicts with pedestrians. 
This scheme proposes to completely remove 
the cyclists from the path of pedestrians thus 
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In general, parking facilities for the residents of 
Newtown Avenue are completely inadequate. 
Whether weekday or weekend, the parking outside 
the houses on Maretimo Villas and Maretimo 
Terrace is monopolised by the commercial visitors 
to Blackrock. By constructing the cycle lane it will 
be even more difficult to find spaces for this local 
community. The loss of the spaces at Maretimo 
Terrace will have a carry-on effect on the spaces 
further down Newtown Avenue at Maretimo Villas. 
Please be aware that very few of the houses on 
Newtown Avenue have access to parking in their 
front gardens or even parking access to the rear of 
their properties along this stretch and as a result 
have no parking other than on the Avenue.
 
In addition, the side roads e.g. Maretimo Place and 
Maretimo Road and surrounding lanes are full with 
non-paying all-day visitors to Blackrock. I assume 
this type of parking is also illegal. Ironically the 
residents of these areas are the least likely to park 
on these side roads with the majority paying the 
annual resident parking fee and parking lawfully at 
the designated areas outside their houses.   
 
Secondly, on a residential street such as Newtown 
Avenue, having a contra-flow will not be safe for 
the pedestrians in the area. Pedestrians would be 
in danger of being knocked over, not expecting to 
have to check both left and right on crossing the 
road. Bearing in mind that this is a residential area 
there are significant numbers of children and older 
people who would be at risk.
 
Thirdly, despite the supposed hazards to cyclists 
using the Blackrock by-pass, it is a fact that the 
majority of cyclists use the by-pass. The paths 
along the by-pass are little used by pedestrians 
and they are sufficiently wide to enable a cycle 
lane to be constructed. Using the by-pass is a 
more direct route for most people cycling from/to 
city centre and the V junction at Temple Hill to 
Monkstown/ Dún Laoghaire or Deans Grange /Bray 
directions.
 
Thank you for your time. I hope that these 
comments will be taken into consideration.

removing the conflict. 

A number of cyclists currently use the Frascati 
by-pass. This is a dual carriageway high-speed 
road and it tends only to be cycled by 
experienced and confident cyclists. A contra 
flow cycle track on Newtown Avenue will 
provide an alternative, safe, segregated and 
attractive route for cyclists young and old and 
will also encourage new cyclists to start 
cycling. It will also provide a link between 
Blackrock Park and Seapoint Avenue. 

Ossian 
Smyth

The proposed contra flow cycle track is a good 
idea. I notice however that there is no space 
allowed between parked cars and the
proposed cycle tracks to avoid the danger to 
cyclists from opening car doors.

Section 3.5.2 of the National Cycle Manual for 
Urban Areas specifies that there should be an 
80cm buffer zone between parked
cars and cycle lanes. See: 

Your support is noted. Section 3.5.2 National 
Cycle Manual provides guidance for on road 
cycle lanes and it is not mandatory to provide 
a buffer zone. This Cycle Manual is currently 
under review and a number of the design 
recommendations will be changed in the 
coming months.

The proposed cycle track is off road and 
segregated from the parked vehicles. The 
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If the cycle track is constructed as proposed 
contrary to the Cycle Manual and should a cyclist 
be injured by a car door, this would leave the 
council open to litigation..

option to provide a buffer zone will however be 
investigated as part of the detailed design 
stage. 

Laurence & 
Anne Whyte

With reference to the above proposed cycle track, 
we would just like to make our objections known 
to you.  We do not feel that this cycle track is a 
good idea for the following reasons:
 

• Safety of both pedestrians and cyclists due 
to the contra flow system proposed for the 
cycle track versus 1 way traffic. 

 
• Loss of much needed parking spaces for 

local residents.  We also worry about the 
affect that the loss of these parking spaces 
would have on our road as currently it is 
hard enough to park outside our own 
doors without losing these parking spaces 
too.

•  We fear that buses will stop taking their 
current route down Newtown Avenue 
which, as I’m sure you are aware is a 
much needed service for the many elderly 
people in the area who use this service to 
get to the shops and particularly the post 
office in Blackrock to collect their 
pensions.  

 
• We also believe that in the economic crisis, 

that it is a complete waste of money to go 
ahead with this project as there already is 
a cycle track on Temple Road. 

  
We hope that you take these views into account.

The comments relating to parking are noted 
and I refer to section 3.0 on parking above.

As far as the Traffic Section is aware, Dublin 
Bus have no plans to remove the current bus 
service from this route. The proposed scheme 
will provide sufficient space for the bus to 
operate.

The Traffic Section does not agree that this 
scheme is a waste of money. 

Please see comments above in relation to the 
provision of a cycle route on Temple Road 
(section 3.0)

Tim Llyod While agreeing that a cycle link from Blackrock to 
Dún Laoghaire is a good idea, It is regrettable that 
yet again the Council officials, and indeed our 
public representatives fail to look beyond the 
immediate issue and consider its wider 
implications.
I wish to object to this proposal because it 
removes parking spaces in the area which will 
increase demand for parking on Idrone Terrace.
If the council were to introduce street specific 
parking permits for this area it would remove a 
substantial amount of cars which park on the 
Terrace free of charge just because they have a 
“Blackrock” residents parking permit.
Cars from the far side of the dual carriageway are 
regular beneficiaries of this free parking and can 
go into town on the dart for the day while enjoying 
free parking.
Not only is the council loosing revenue, but there 
are times when it is absolutely impossible for 

Your comments are noted. Please refer to 
sections 2.0 and 3.0 above. 

The Dún Laoghaire VEC that is currently under 
construction on Main Street will increase the 
number of cyclists and pedestrians using 
Newtown Avenue.

If this cycle track is provided it will facilitate 
cyclists travelling to the VEC and encourage 
them to use their bikes. If the cycle track is 
not provided it may force the students to drive 
to the VEC and occupy the pay and display 
bays.
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residents to find parking on the Terrace.
This will only get worse as 800 students and 80 
teachers start using the new VEC
What do we need to do for our voice to be heard?

Kevin 
Fitzduff

As a resident of Newtown Avenue and someone 
who will be affected by both the road works and 
the loss of parking resulting from the cycle lane I 
wish to lend my wholehearted support for the 
proposed contra flow cycle track. As both a 
motorist and a cyclist who uses this route on a 
daily basis I can attest that this scheme is needed 
on the grounds of safety and as an encouragement 
to getting people to use their bikes more. 
Hundreds of cyclists use this road against the flow 
of traffic every day and are put in danger due to 
the lack of a contra flow cycle track. Given where 
we as a country are trying to go with the green 
agenda it seems to me that any effort we can 
make to encourage cycling should be applauded 
and given the success of the governments cycle to 
work and city bike schemes the more cycling 
infrastructure the better.

Noted

Richard 
Donelan

Just a quick note to say that I think this is 
a fantastic idea and will be a great 
enhancement for the area.

Just a small point, I was wondering if anything 
could be done to make the passage between the 
junction of Newtown Avenue/Seapoint avenue and 
the turn off for Seapoint at the Martello Tower, a 
little bit safer?

I have observed the following challenges from both 
a cyclists and a motorists perspective: 

As a cyclist I always feel particularly vulnerable 
along this stretch as many motorists seem to have 
a particular disdain for cyclists along this section 
and often attempt to overtake dangerously. An 
additional challenge, to negotiate along this stretch 
is the issue of badly and often illegally parked 
vehicles at the shop located approx half way 
between aforementioned junctions (on left hand 
side).  Such bad parking creates the need for 
cyclists to venture further into the middle of the 
road, thus apparently enraging some motorists!

As a motorist, I have also observed dangerous 
driving when other motorists meet cyclists along 
this stretch.  When I encounter a cyclist along this 
stretch, as an advanced driver, when I deem it 
unsafe to overtake, I always slow down and keep 
an appropriate distance behind the cyclist.  I don't 
believe it is safe to overtake (heading SE) between 
aforementioned shop and the turn off for Seapoint 

Your support is noted.

While this scheme does not extend onto 
Seapoint Avenue your comments in relation to 
safety are noted. Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown is 
currently undertaking a County Wide Cycle 
Network Review. This review will examine 
existing facilities (and potential new facilities) 
and make recommendations to improve 
cycling. 
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at the Martello Tower at all, due to the twisty 
nature of some sections of that road.  90% of the 
time, cyclists will be turning off shortly and besides, 
cyclists seem to travel at an average speed of 
30km/hr so it isn't exactly a snails pace that one 
has to put up with for a short distance.  However, 
this safe driving attitude seems to also enrage other 
motorists who proceed to engage in any kind of 
manoeuvre which will get them past both my 
vehicle and the cyclist.

Further to these observations, I respectfully request 
that they are taken on board and that at least the 
behavior of motorists along this stretch be taken 
into account even if there isn't the spatial capacity 
for a cycle lane.  Perhaps at the very least, a 
continuous white line could be laid along the center 
of some section of the route and so that the 
appropriate section of the road traffic act could then 
be used by the Gardai to modify driver behavior 
without placing a very large expense on the council 
or indeed causing too much inconvenience to 
anyone.

Councillor 
Victor 
Boyhan

I have considered your drawings for the above 
plan and wish to make the following points:
 

• I favour and support the concept of 
designated cycle ways. 

• I am a cyclist and regularly commute from 
Dublin City to Dun Laoghaire via 
Blackrock. 

• I recognise the positive benefits of cycling 
and support this mode of transport. 

• This proposal does not set out alternative 
options or routes for a cycle way. 

• A possible alternative option would be 
Blackrock -  Frascati via Temple Hill . 

• This proposal seeks to contra-flow 
vehicular traffic - Public safety issues 

• This proposal will displace on street 
parking, which is badly needed by local 
residents. 

• The displacement of local on street parking 
for residents will have a negative impact 
on nearby streets namely, Newtown Villas, 
Maretimo, and Idrone Terrace. 

• Residents have raised a number of safety 
concerns, for pedestrians and 
motorist, about this scheme.

I would ask you to consider the points raised in 
your final report for council.

Your comments are noted. Please refer to 
section 3.0 above.
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I will comment in greater detail when your report 
is brought to council.
 
I wish to acknowledge and thanks the staff of the 
transportation office for facilitating this period of 
public consultation.

Niall O’Reilly Hello.

The proposed contra-flow cycle track at Newtown 
Avenue is sorely needed, long promised, and 
arguably overdue.
Without buffer strips between the cycle track and 
adjacent parking bays, the design positively 
invites accidents as vehicle doors are opened.

Re-partitioning the space by reducing the width of 
foot-paths and cycle tracks, and adding a raised 
buffer strip beside parking bays appears to be a 
safer solution.  This buffer strip should be not less 
than 700mm (preferably 1000mm) wide.

There is no need to have the cycle track on two 
levels: dropped at junctions and raised between 
these.  This is inconvenient for cyclists, and 
dangerous at junctions as it encourages motorists 
to treat the junctions without due care and 
attention.  If the cycle track is to be raised 
between junctions, it should preferably be carried 
at raised level across the junctions also, so that 
motorists would have to cross a saddle (effectively 
a speed bump) when turning into or from a side 
road.  Alternatively, but not in my view preferably, 
the cycle track should be carried continuously at 
road level between the raised footpath and, 
adjacent to parking bays, the raised buffer strip.

Noted. Please refer to the comments in 
relation to the buffer strip on page 11.

Anne 
O’Conner

I understand that the County Council intends to 
put a contra flow cycle lane on Newtown Avenue.

I wish to object to this proposal for may reasons;

• It would be dangerous for both pedestrians 
and cyclists

• Also there are too many side streets onto 
Newtown Avenue for it to operate safely

• Where will the cyclists come from at Idrone 
Terrace? Will they be safe there?

• The proposed lane goes nowhere – Seapoint 
Avenue is not suitable for a cycle lane and 
would be even more dangerous than Newtown 
Avenue

• Will the Council acknowledge that this project 
could lead to accidents because of confusion 

The Traffic Section does not accept that this 
proposal is dangerous for cyclists and 
pedestrians. The scheme proposes to improve 
safety for both users.

The proposed cycle track would only have to 
cross 2 side streets, which is not excessive.

The cycle track will provide a link to allow 
cyclists to travel between Booterstown and 
Dún Laoghaire via Blackrock. Traffic speeds 
and volumes on Idrone Terrace are low and 
there is no requirement for a cycle lane to 
facilitate cyclists.

The design of the cycle track and the 
associated signage provided should be 
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caused by the combination of a one way street 
with contra flow cycle lane?

• Will the Council take responsibility for 
subsequent accidents?

• As far as I am aware there is no real demand 
for this from local residents

• It would cause a lot of inconvenience to locals 
while being put in place

• It seems to be a huge waste of scarce public 
resources to put into a project neither 
necessary nor wanted by local residents

• At a personal level, I must state that already 
there is a lot of pressure on parking spaces on 
my street. Some people park all day on our 
parking spaces so they do not have to pay for 
parking. The proposal will further increase this 
pressure. I feel that I am entitled to park in 
front of my house. 

adequate to inform all users of the presence of 
cyclists in a contra flow direction.

Seapoint Avenue is being assessed, as part of 
the Councils Cycle Network Assessment to 
assess what measures would be required to 
facilitate cyclists. 

All users should look both ways even on one-
way streets. The Traffic Section disagrees that 
the confusion caused will lead to accidents. As 
part of the construction works temporary 
warning signs will be erected to make users 
aware of the changes.

It should be noted that Newtown Avenue is a 
public road and that any member of the public 
is entitled to park in any of the spaces on this 
road. Any car parking in these spaces is 
subject to a charge.

Nobody has a legal right to park on a public 
road directly outside his or her residence and 
parking operates on a first come first served 
basis. 

Martin 
O’Brien

Such a proposal if carried out would affect safety 
associated with contra cycle movements and in 
order to avoid accidents cyclists would use the 
footpaths as they presently do in many cases, this 
could result in serious injuries.

Many local residents need parking space for their 
cars for day to day use

The Traffic Section does not agree that the 
provision of a cycle track would result in 
cyclists continuing to use the footway.

Eleanor 
O’Donovam

I have already made a submission about this 
proposal acknowledged by you on 6th July 2009, 
and I enclose a copy of this (copy of submission to 
draft development plan attached)

I have direct access to my garage beside the 
entrance to ## in which I park my car, and 
sometimes I park the car in the space outside the 
garage on which there are no yellow lines. I also 
purchase a permit from your department should I 
need to park elsewhere on Newtown Avenue near 
my property. If the cycle lane is introduced, I will 
lose the parking space outside my entrance door, 
and it will be difficult to access my garage across a 
cycle lane. Do you propose to allow a space 
opposite my garage without yellow lines so that I 
can maintain my existing parking arrangements?

It appears from the map that the extension to the 
bus stop area will include the removal of all of the 
existing parking bays there. The sole parking 

Noted

No entrances will be blocked by the proposed 
scheme. Crossing the cycle track will be similar 
to crossing a footway and should not pose any 
difficulties for drivers. 

A more attractive route is being proposed and 
this will encourage cyclists onto the cycle 
track. The proposed cycle track will also 
provide a legal route for cyclists as currently, 
cyclists travelling towards Dún Laoghaire along 
Newtown Avenue do so illegally. 

Please see section 3.0 above in relation to 
parking.

The bus stop is being relocated along Newtown 
Avenue towards the church to provide a better 
pull in angle. It is not proposed to remove all 
of the parking to accommodate this change.

Please refer to the comments on page 15 in 
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space outside is to be removed. 

Under the development plan 2010-2016, Section 
12.2.3 Policy T17 the Council specifically refers to 
on-street parking and off-street parking to cater 
for short term shopping, and ‘for the needs of local 
residents’. There are already two car parks within 
the two shopping centres in Blackrock which will 
cater for shoppers. The minimum car parking 
standards for development are set out in table 
16.3. I understand that the needs of cyclists have 
to be taken into account, but I would submit that I 
and other residents have at the very least, an 
equal right to maintain the ability to park outside 
our property. A cycle lane could be provided, for 
example along Temple Road, going with the flow 
of the existing traffic 

relation to the parking standards in the County 
Development Plan.

Julie Shiels & 
Kirsty Argyle

We have recently become aware of plans to create 
a cycle contra-flow lane on Newtown Avenue in 
Blackrock between Idrone Terrace and Seapoint 
Avenue, and are writing to voice our concerns.

We are fully in favour of the overall strategy of 
DLRCoCo in the provision of cycle lanes in general, 
however at this time, the loss of 18 parking spaces 
in what is a much used area for business in 
Blackrock would have a huge impact on our day-
time trade. We operate a restaurant and the ability 
to find on-street parking is a huge consideration for 
them. 

When our clients ring to enquire about reservations, 
we are constantly asked about the availability of 
parking. It's importance cannot be overstated. The 
fact is that if Newtown Avenue's residents are 
forced further along the road into Blackrock, it will 
have a huge impact on our trade.

 We would ask that there be a review of the plans in 
light of our concerns, and that future plans should 
not impact the amount of parking spaces available. 
Our business has suffered enough in the last two 
years, and we suspect things may get even worse.

Noted. Please see section 3.0 above in relation 
to parking for businesses. 

Sarah Rock This is a brief submission in support of Dun 
Laoghaire Rathdown County Council’s proposed 
contra-flow bicycle lane on Newtown Avenue. As 
a resident and business owner of Blackrock, and a 
regular cyclist, the addition of a contra-flow 
bicycle lane is very welcome. It is recognised that 
this scheme involves striking a balance between 
all the users of the street including pedestrians, 
residents and visitors parking, buses, private 
vehicles and cyclists. Please find a couple of 

This proposal deals with the section of 
Newtown Avenue from Idrone Terrace to 
Seapoint Avenue. At this stage there are no 
proposals to extend the cycle track between 
Idrone Terrace and Main Street. 

Only signs that are required will be provided 
on this scheme. The provision of trees in the 
road may have an adverse impact on the 
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points below on recommended improvements or 
enhancements to the draft scheme: 

1 1. Although the western part of the street 
that connects with the Main Street (the area 
outside of the library building) is somewhat harder 
to resolve in design terms, it would be very 
beneficial to extend the bicycle lane to this section 
as many cyclists currently use this route. 
2
3 2. It is recommended that the use of 
unnecessary road markings and signs are removed 
as this will significantly detract from the quality 
and historic character of Newtown Avenue. The 
painted ‘ghost islands’ at the start and end of the 
parking bays are not necessary in design or safety 
terms and should be removed from the final 
working drawings. Instead, there an opportunity to 
define the extent of the parking bays with street 
trees which will significantly improve the quality 
and amenity of the street. This trees should be 
placed on the carriageway where the current 
painted lines are, and they will also have the effect 
of traffic calming as traffic speeds can be a 
problem on such one-way systems. In terms of 
budget, these need not be expensive trees, and 
savings will be made by not painting the ghost 
islands. Please see the plan and images overleaf 
for further details. 

Should you require any clarification on the above or 
wish to talk through anything further, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me. My key area of professional 
expertise is in the area of street design and traffic 
management, thus I would be pleased to be of any 
assistance.

existing underground services. The Traffic 
Section believes that the ghost islands are 
necessary to direct traffic away from parked 
vehicles. 

Bicycle User 
Group 
St Vincent’s 
Hospital

We notified all the members of the Bicycle User 
Group in the hospital.  It was generally welcomed.  
The only other point raised was the width of the 
lane leading from the park to Blackrock Dart 
Station – this was narrowed when the platforms 
were broadened a few years ago.  I assume there 
is no way of gaining extra width either there or by 
using any other route to get to the same area?
 
Regardless of that issue, the contra-flow is well 
worth doing.

While the width of the laneway between 
Blackrock Park and the Dart station is outside 
the remit of this scheme it is an objective of 
Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown to improve this 
laneway.

Sarah O' 
Donnell

This is an excellent idea and makes great common 
sense. Well done for proposing it. I've lost count of 
the times I've seen the Gardaí reprimand some 
poor school kid for cycling the wrong way up 
Newtown Avenue.  I often cycle from the city 
centre to Monkstown via Blackrock Park and the 
one section of the journey which is unpleasant and 
unnerving is the point at which you have to come 
up on to Main Street and then on to Frascati Road. 
A simple move such as this will have an enormous 

Noted
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positive effect and will create a very pleasant and 
relatively safe cycling link from the county line at 
Merrion Gates virtually all the way to Sandycove. 
The county is all about the mountains and the sea 
- there should be bikes everywhere! And there 
must be a huge 'desire line' from the residential 
areas of Blackrock and Booterstown to the beach 
at Seapoint and to Dún Laoghaire itself, 
particularly, as you suggest, for learner and 'born 
again' cyclists. This is a simple but effective 
proposal which I hope gets widespread support. 
On another, but related, point - if the NRA could 
downgrade Seapoint Avenue, reduce the speed 
limit and get rid of that terrible raised safety kerb, 
it would enhance this cycling route further and 
send a strong message that this fantastic, 
beautiful coastal road is there to be enjoyed rather 
than used as a high speed link from A to B.

Giovanni 
Romoli

As a resident in Maretimo Villas I am concerned 
about the proposed contra flow cycle track plan 
along Newtown Avenue.

While I support the objectives of the National 
Cycle Policy Framework I believe the current 
proposal will deliver a small advantage for the 
cyclists but will impact much greatly local 
residents and the "look" of the road.

My major concerns are about the removal of 
parking spaces and the overall reduction of the 
road width.

I would strongly disagree that the cycle track will 
have "low impact on the parking regime in the 
area" and that "parking regime is very low" as 
stated in the proposal. On the contrary the 
removal of 15 spaces will have a significant impact 
on the parking regime especially during working 
hours when it becomes very difficult to find a 
parking place especially if there is a function at the 
church.
These are the main questions that I would like to 
raise:
1) Can you confirm it is only 15 parking places 
that will be removed? From the drawings it 
appears it will be more than 15 spaces because 
the spaces lost on the chuch side in front of Idrone 
Terrace are not counted.
2) Parking is controlled by pay and display but 
parking permit are issued for residents. The 
proposal does not provide any insight on how 
many parking permits are issued for residents in 
the area (Newtown Avenue, Maretimo Gardens, 
Idrone Terrace, etc.). I believe this information is 
available and is instrumental to understand what 
will be the impact of the proposal on local parking. 
Can you make this information available to 
residents?

Please see comments above in relation to 
parking (section 3.0). I can confirm that it is 
proposed to remove only 15 spaces

 The Dún Laoghaire VEC that is currently under 
construction will increase the number of 
people using Newtown Avenue.

If this cycle track is provided it will facilitate 
cyclists travelling to the VEC and encourage 
them to use their bikes. If the cycle track is 
not provided more students may drive to the 
VEC and occupy the pay and display bays.

The current proposal is to remove 15 spaces. 
During the detailed design stage this may be 
altered depending on the outcome of the 
public consultation.

The design does not propose to remove spaces 
outside the Church opposite Idrone Terrace.

Please see section 3.0 above in relation to 
parking permits.

At present there should be no issues renewing 
parking permits in the area. 

Page 30 of 36 



3) Will the reduction of parking spaces have an 
impact on resident parking permits issue, ie. will 
the residents have any issues to renew their 
permit when it comes up for renewal?
4) Last but not least, the proposal also fail to 
mention and assess the impact on parking regime 
that the Dun Laoghaire VEC college in the 
Carnegie Library building will have on the area. I 
suspect this will be significant. This cannot
be understated. If any impact assessment have 
been done, I would be very interested to see the 
outcome.

I would appreciate if you would take into 
consideration my observations and if you could 
provide an insight to the open questions above.

Colm 
Twomey
Maretimo 
Gardens 
Residents’ 
Association 

I’m writing on behalf of the residents of Maretimo 
Gardens East, regarding the plans to provide a 
contra flow cycle track on Newtown Avenue, 
Blackrock.  

Our residents’ association are fully in favour 
of these plans.  Having reviewed the plans and 
canvassed the feedback of all our residents, we 
can say that the residents are very supportive of 
these plans and think the introduction of this cycle 
track will have a beneficial effect on the local 
residents and broader community.

We do have one constructive suggestion which will 
address an issue with the plans at the junction of 
Maretimo Gardens East and Newtown Avenue.  
The problem is that drivers exiting Maretimo 
Gardens East will have to first check the cycle lane 
for cyclists coming from the right, and then 
proceed into and stop on the cycle lane to check 
past the cars parked on the left (outside 2-7 
Maretimo Terrace), for traffic coming from the 
left.  We fear this may be dangerous.

This is a busy junction - used for vehicular access 
by the residents of 86 households: 45 houses (1-
44 Maretimo Gardens East, represented by our 
association), the ~24 apartments in Maretimo 
House, and rear vehicular access for the residents 
of 1-12 Maretimo Terrace and the 5 apartments at 
Blackrock Lodge. A further 12 households from 
Maretimo Road use the other side of this junction, 
with additional vehicles in the rear access behind 
Maretimo Terrace. A disproportionate amount of 
our residents are elderly motorists.

Noted. 

If the cycle track is provided as shown on the 
draft design the parking outside Maretimo 
Terrace would be “pushed out”. This will 
improve sight lines for cars exiting from 
Maretimo Gardens East. 

If the parking were moved to the opposite side 
of the road it would reduce the number of 
parking spaces from 8 to 5 (due to the 
driveways of the houses opposite). As the 
residents of Maretimo Terrace have no off-
street parking it would be desirable to 
maintain this parking and the number of 
spaces as proposed. 
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Our suggestion is to move the block of 
proposed parking outside 2-7 Maretimo 
Terrace across to the other side of the road 
outside 1-3 Maretimo Villas, which will address 
this issue without loss of parking amenity.

Robert 
Fitzsimons 
Dublin Cycle 
Campaign

Unlike other schemes the council has undertaken 
to facilitate cyclists movement, by introducing a 
contra flow option, cyclists are being offered a real 
benefit.  And we would support the principle of
increasing cyclist permeability in the area.

The proposal is more complex and likely more 
expensive then required while at the same time 
increasing the risk of accident for cyclists and
pedestrians using this route.  The cycling 
campaign believe that the following changes can 
be made to improve the scheme.

The current proposal places a cycle track on the 
footway behind parked cars significantly reducing 
a cyclists visibility from vehicles using or join 
Newtown Avenue.  These cyclists are also within 
the car opening zone of the parked cars.  Also the 
width might be excessive encouraging cyclists to 
cycle in the wrong direction.  Fast moving cyclists 
also pose a risk to pedestrians using the footway 
or parked cars.

Our suggestion is to mark the roadway as two way 
only for cyclists providing a normal width traffic 
lane for all vehicles travelling towards Blackrock. 
In the opposite direction a narrow normal traffic
1.5m lane (not a cycle track) can be provided with 
a 800cm buffer between the parked cars and the 
lane.  All parking spaces would be moved to the 
sea facing side of the road.

Normal rules of the road would apply with vehicles 
joining from the minor roads yielding to vehicles 
(including cyclists) traveling on Newtown Avenue. 
Cyclists would also take a normal road position.

The proposal fails to take into account cyclists 
coming from Blackrock and how they will access or 
be discouraged from using the route.  And the 
effect of a larger number of cyclists that will start 
using the narrow section of footway beside 
Blackrock Dart Station.

Noted.

It is not clear from the comments how the 
provision of a segregated cycle route would 
increase the risk of accidents for cyclists and 
pedestrians. The Traffic Section believes that 
the proposal will increase safety for all users.

The proposed design does not block visibility 
for cyclists. It is not clear from the submission 
why cyclists would be at a disadvantage if they 
were not able to see traffic on the main line 
because they are segregated by parked cars. 
The proposal provides cyclists with complete 
visibility at all junctions.

The provision of a buffer zone to direct cyclists 
away from potential conflicts with car doors 
will be examined at the detailed design stage. 
The provision of a buffer zone would reduce 
the width of the cycle track.

The proposed cycle track is stepped down from 
the footway and it will be very difficult for a 
cyclist to stray onto the footway. It is not clear 
how a fast moving cyclist can pose a risk to a 
parked car. 

Providing a traffic lane rather than a cycle lane 
would allow motorcyclists and vehicles to use 
the road. This is not a suitable design option.

Please see comments above in relation to the 
section between Main Street and Newtown 
Avenue and the laneway adjacent to the DART 
platform.

Eugene 
Doran

I fully support the proposal. The current 
alternatives – either thru Blackrock town centre, 
or the bypass – are not good for cyclists. The 
bypass feels hazardous. Many cyclists illegally use 
Newtown Avenue contra flow already as a “safer” 

Noted
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alternative. Very worthwhile 

Peter Kieran I wish to object to the proposal as drawn for the 
Cycle lane /track on Newtown Ave. The proposed 
plan causes a serious traffic hazard at our 
entrance gate. I wish to make an appointment 
with the Engineer to discuss this very serious 
matter. I also observe that if there is such concern 
about this matter, consideration should be given 
to rerouting the Buses to the Village by Temple 
Road.

(Second submission received on 26th October)

May I confirm again my observations and 
objections to the proposed plan for the Cycle Track 
on Newtown Ave.

I am Peter Kieran, My wife and I live in # 
Maretimo Villas  Newtown Ave Tel No 
########## ,  the proposal has a 
considerable effect on our well being.
  
  1 . The plan as it is drawn will cause a traffic 
hazard outside our gate and there is the risk of a 
serious accident being caused as a result of the 
proposal. The drawing shows the cycle lane on the 
in side, opposite our gate , and the Cars parked 
outside . This will result  in the traffic lane being 
closer to our side , thus making the entry and exit 
of our gate much more dangerous . Also it will be 
more difficult to turn in and out with the Cars 
parked so close . In talking to your Engineer Mr 
Conor Geraghty I have said that it would make 
more sense if the Cycle track was on the outside 
as it would thus allow for more ease of turning in 
our case .

 2 .  The removal of so many parking spaces will 
cause more hardship for the Residents . A review 
of Parking in the area should take  place , as I am 
sure more spaces can be provided in order to 
compensate for the proposed loss of spaces .

 3 . If there is such concern being shown about the 
Cyclists in this area , consideration should be 
given to rerouting the Buses from Newtown Ave .It 
would make more sense if they entered the Village 
by Temple Road .

Traffic Section does not accept the comment 
that the proposed scheme will create a traffic 
hazard outside Mr Kieran’s home. The current 
layout of the pay and display bays outside Mr 
Kieran’s home results in cars parking to the 
left, right and opposite his entrance. This can 
make it difficult to reverse into his driveway. 
This scheme proposes to remove the parking 
outside Mr Kieran’s home, which will improve 
sightlines when exiting. As the proposed cycle 
track is not as wide as the existing parking 
bays there will be more space available to 
manoeuvre in and out. 

The contra flow cycle track is being proposed 
because it is currently illegal to cycle up 
Newtown Avenue against traffic and not 
because there are busses on the route. The 
proposed design removes the cyclists from 
oncoming traffic completely. The Traffic 
Section is not aware of any plans by Dublin 
Bus to reroute the bus and it would not be 
necessary to reroute the bus to provide the 
contra flow cycle track.  

It was decided to place the cycle track 
between the footway and parking to remove 
potential conflicts with oncoming traffic and to 
reduce any conflict with cars exiting from 
homes and side streets. 

The scheme is proposing to remove some 
parking on Newtown Avenue. A review has 
been carried out and the parking scheme 
proposed was designed to retain the maximum 
amount of parking possible. It is 
understandable that residents may believe 
that they are losing rather than gaining. If the 
contra flow cycle track is installed it will 
provide an area for cyclists to travel on 
legitimately. This will remove them from the 
footways where they currently cycle in conflict 
with pedestrians.  

Shane 
O’Nolan

With regard to the proposed cycle lane on 
Newtown Avenue as a resident I would like to 
inquire where exactly am I supposed to park in 
view of the proposed removal of all the parking 
spaces on my side of the street-Maretimo Terrace, 
and the proposed installation of double yellow 
lines on the opposite side-Maretimo Villas?

(Recieved following clarification on the detail of 

This scheme does not propose to remove all of 
the parking outside of Maretimo Terrace.

The width of the road if the proposed scheme 
is installed will be sufficient to accommodate 
the bus route.

Footpaths will not be modified or reduced as 
part of this proposal (except for a minor 
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the scheme)

Thanks for that reassurance, seems one of our 
local councillors went off half cocked and 
misinformed us as to the detail. So I went to the 
Town Hall and had a bo peep at the plan. Very 
interesting but taking the bus route into 
consideration I just don’t think the street is wide 
enough. Does this mean that the width of the 
footpaths on both sides will be reduced at all ?

(A further submission was received on 12th 
November)

I have given the proposed contra flow cycle way at 
Newtown Avenue considerable thought and 
discussed it with many of my neighbors at length. 
I remain concerned as to the general safety of 
pedestrians in general, and a few in particular 
(there are a number of elder citizens in this 
immediate area who have diminished vision). I 
also would like to recognise the innovative nature 
of the plan in chicaning the traffic, and thereby 
slowing it down. At times I have almost been 
tempted to start a campaign for speed
ramps on this street.

What concerns me is the present number of 
cyclists who currently use the footpath as if it were 
in fact a cycle way and regularly abuse pedestrians
for even being on the path and not getting out of 
their way. I do not think the proposed plan is 
going to change this just by putting them side by 
side.

I also forsee cars being damaged by cyclists 
clipping them as they pass. This has already 
happened to me by a cyclist using the path. He 
smashed my wing mirror with a rucksack on his 
back carrier, and proceeded on his merry way as if 
nothing had happened. That cost me three 
hundred Euro to replace (it is a motorized mirror).

On any given evening at least fifty cyclists cycle 
the wrong way up the road here, and the vast 
majority of them currently use the footpath as if it 
is their right. This is clearly wrong, against the law 
and an abuse of pedestrians, particularly the 
elderly, folks pushing buggies, and young
children who I have seen forced off the path and 
into the gutter by speedsters. This proposed 
scheme will change none of this. All I feel it
will do is confer quasi-legitimacy to a currently 
illegal activity. Putting the cycle way inside the 
parked cars screens them from the traffic, but 
what is to screen the pedestrians from the cyclists. 
This is clearly not the answer to the problem.

Further, I do not think the implications of a cyclist 

alteration to increase the radius of the bend on 
the old garage site)

This scheme is designed to improve safety for 
pedestrians by removing cyclists that currently 
cycle on the footway. The scheme will provide 
a more attractive route for cyclists and the 
Traffic Section is confident that they will 
choose it over the footway. The proposed 
contra flow cycle track will be at a different 
level from the footway and it will be clearly 
segregated. 

While there is always the potential for cyclists 
to come into contact with parked cars (as they 
tend to cycle towards the side of the road) the 
width of the proposed contra flow is 2m wide 
which will provide cyclists with ample room 
and reduce potential collisions with wing 
mirrors. The option of providing a buffer zone 
will be investigated at the detailed design 
stage.
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v pedestrian court case have been thought 
through in the event of any kind of incident.

I also have reservations regarding the cyclists 
themselves in a contra flow situation with 
vehicular traffic. I have witnessed several near 
misses where drivers could not see the cyclists 
either because they had no lights or were
wearing dark clothing. I am convinced it is only a 
matter of time before a cyclist is killed or badly 
injured on this street.

On balance I have to say as a resident I am totally 
opposed to this plan, however I would welcome 
some other initiative which could possible satisfy
the concerns and needs of all.

F. Lee 1. Worried about sight-lines emerging from 
Maretimo Gardens East onto Newtown Avenue 
– by reason of footpath, cycle track and 
aprking outside it. To look both ways, cars 
must stop on the cycle lane, with their noses 
out in the main roadway

2. Cycle track must be enforced one-way only

Please see comment above relating to 
sightlines exiting from Maretimo Gardens East
It is unlikely cyclists would cycle the wrong 
way on this cycle track as they can travel with 
flow on the carriageway which would be 
quicker than manoeuvring across the road to 
join the cycle track

M Downes Delighted to see this. It is a welcome imporvement 
for cyclists and will improve the coastal cycle route

Noted

No Name Who is paying for this? The motorist?
Why shouldnt cyclists have to get a license like 
motorists – some cyclsits are one of the biggest 
hazards to pedestrians anyway. They should have 
to get inconvienced too. Now, the costs should be 
in perspective – lower speeds less wear and tear 
on the roads etc – but its only fair that cyclists 
should contribute something. After all, they want 
to be treated as vehicles, so they should pay like 
vehicles.

No source of funding has been identified for 
the proposed scheme. If the scheme proceeds 
to detailed design the Traffic Section intends 
to apply for funding from the NTA or 
Department of Transport. 

Joan 
McCudden

I am very concerned at the proposed contraflow 
cycle track in a residential area. It is dangerous for 
pedestrians especially old and childre. Reduction in 
spaces for resident and visitor parking will make 
life more difficult for residents. Blackrock centre 
commercial activity cannot sustain more adverse 
conditions. Suggested alternative route by side of 
church onto Temple Road, Make Temple Road one-
way out from town towards Dún Laoghaire

Please see previous submission responses 
above in relation to safety.

Conclusions:

This scheme provides an essential link in the overall Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 
County Cycle Network. There is clear demand for this route and every effort 
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should be made to encourage cycling as a mode of transport within the 
County in line with the policies outlined above.

It is recommended that the scheme proceed to detailed design stage and 
begin construction in Summer 2011.
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