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An investigation by this newspaper has 
revealed how the advertising industry’s 
self-regulation body deals differently 
with motoring and cycling complaints.

Email records released to this pub-
lication under environmental freedom 
of information legislation show how 
the Advertising Standards Authority 
for Ireland (ASAI) contacted the Road 
Safety Authority (RSA) for advice 
on complaints about cycling, but the 
standards body did not do the same 
for a complaint this publication made 
about depictions of motoring offences. 

Frank Goodman, chief executive of 
the ASAI, defended their record. He 
said: “We have far more complaints 

about motoring than about cycling and 
we would go to [the RSA] with a lot of 
those motoring complaints.”

However, a Road Safety Authority 
spokesperson has confirmed that the 
ASAI only consulted the organisation 
twice for advice last year and both re-
quests were in relation to cycling.

“During 2012, the Advertising 
Standards Authority of Ireland (ASAI) 
sought the advice of the RSA on two 
occasions in connection with com-
plaints it had received in relation to ad-
vertisements,” said Eamonn Kennedy 
at the RSA, in response to a freedom of 
information request last year. 

The two complaints made to the 

ASAI by members of the public were 
upheld by the standards body. But the 
ASAI rejected a test complaint about 
a car advert, which was made by this 
newspaper, and failed to contact the 
RSA for advice. 

“I can confirm that we have not re-
ceived any further requests from the 
ASAI to date this year,” Kennedy said 
in a response in February. 

The RSA said the advice provided 
by it was written by its communica-
tions manager rather than its policy 
section, but was consistent with its 
general advice. 

“The advice, in response to con-
cerns expressed regarding cycling 

practices depicted in the advertise-
ments, was based on, and is consistent 
with, the advice provided by the RSA,” 
said Kennedy.

For one of the adverts it is still un-
clear why the RSA was consulted at 
all, given that the advertisers state the 
image portrays “a very quiet path in a 
park”, and the RSA remit is exclusive to 
“the promotion of public awareness of 
road safety”. The ASAI did not directly 
reply to comment about this.

The RSA has said the advice pro-
vided by it was in response to a request 
from the ASAI for its views on the 
matters complained about by members 
of the public.

Nearly one fifth of cyclists surveyed on 
the N11 have been in a collision, ac-
cording to Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown 
County Council.

The survey was carried out on ex-
isting cyclists to see if they are happy 
with recent upgrades to the route and 
if there any issues that should be ad-
dressed in future works to the road. 
Council staff stopped 198 cyclists at 
the morning and afternoon rush hours 
in November last year. 

A total of 19% of people, or 32 re-
spondents, reported being involved 
in a collision – although the severity 
of collisions was not recorded by the 
council. 

The majority of collisions were in 
Donnybrook – which is in the Dub-
lin City Council area –  with 25%, 
followed by UCD at 19%, Blackrock 
at 13% and Fosters Avenue at 9%. All 
other locations mentioned represented 

just one collision or 3%. The average 
distance travelled by cyclists surveyed 
was 8.6km. Over a quarter cycled more 
than 10km, with a notable 22% cycling 
more than 10km and another 4% trav-
elling more than 20km.

The council said: “One respondent 
answered that they cycled from Wick-
low to the city centre. They did not 
state which part of Wicklow. A num-
ber of users commute from Bray and 
Greystones.”

Just under 90% surveyed said they 
are aware of the ongoing upgrade 
works on the N11 at the time. On av-
erage these users rated the upgraded 
facilities in Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown 
at 3.2 out of 5.  

The council says the works to the 
N11 included widening of existing cy-
cle tracks, providing improved access 
on the road, installing toucan cross-
ings – which can be used by cyclists 

and pedestrians – and improved prior-
ity for cyclists.

The survey asked: “If you could 
change one thing for cyclists on the 
N11 what would it be?” 

50% said better maintenance, in-
cluding sweeping and renewal of 
markings.

Only 2% said they would like to see 
any cycling facilities on-road, while 
30% said they would like to see all fa-
cilities being segregated.

Another 9% said they want more 
cycling facilities, while 5% said they 
want better priority for cyclists. In gen-
eral, those surveyed rated cycle park-
ing provision in the county at 3.3 out 
of 5.

The average age for cyclist was 29.9 
years old while the male / female split 
of cyclists was 60%-34%, which is 
broadly in line with the spilt generally 
for cyclists.

nearly 1/5 cyclist commuters 
using n11 were in collisions 
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Cycling ads banned but illegal 
driving “reflects heritage” 

66% of dublin politicians support 
changing quays for cycle route

More than 2,600 cyclists were brought 
to court for road traffic offences com-
mitted between 2003 and 2011, ac-
cording to national data released to 
this paper by the Central Statistics Of-
fice (CSO).

The release came with a warning 
that the numbers of cyclists prosecuted 
is likely to be higher given the way the 
data is collected, including offences by 
cyclists which are common to other 
road users.

In 2011, over 590 charges and sum-
mons were recorded – which is the 
highest on record over the nine years 
of data released.

The year, which is latest year data 
is available for, marked a high-profile 
stepping up of gardai targeting cyclists 
in Dublin.

The CSO estimates that there were 
at least 2,554 recorded incidents of 
cycling related charges and summons 
counted as general road and traffic 

offences. Another 99 cases were re-
corded of more serious offences titled 
“dangerous or negligent acts”.

 Dangerous or negligent acts in-
clude: dangerous driving causing seri-
ous bodily harm, driving/in charge of 
a vehicle while over the legal alcohol 
limit, driving/in charge of a vehicle un-
der the influence of drugs, and endan-
gering traffic offences. Under the road 
traffic acts a cyclist is a “driver” and a 
bicycle is a vehicle.

The lack of a system of on-the-spot 
fines for cyclists means that gardai 
must arrest or, as happens more often, 
issue a cyclist with a court summons. 
The same gardai must be present when 
the case comes before the courts. Offic-
ers are reportedly reluctant to use their 
time and that of the courts’.

over 2,600 cyclists 
end up in court 

politicians 
want bikes 
allowed on 
luas trams
off-peak 
A majority of politicians who respond-
ed to a Cycling in Dublin survey said 
they wanted bicycles to be allowed on 
Luas outside of rush hour.

A total of 76% (45) said they would 
support bikes on Luas “off-peak or 
when it’s not busy.” Just 15% (9) were 
unsupportive of the idea and the final 
8.5% were neutral on the issue..

Last year the Railway Procurement 
Agency officially banned bicycles on-
board trams after years of relying on 
an informal operational ban. The RPA 
claims there are safety issues with bikes 
on Luas, however similar services 
around the world allow bicycles to be 
carried on-board. 

The ban goes against the national 
cycling policy which says: “[We] will 
provide for the carriage of bikes on 
Luas when services are of a frequency 
and at a capacity that allows for it. ie 
when it is considered possible to carry 
bikes on carriages when they do not 
interfere with capacity for pedestrians.”

Cyclists have been allowed to take 
bicycles on Irish Rail Dart and Com-
muter services outside of rush hour 
since 2011. The permitted times are: 
10:00 to 15:30 and after 19:00 Monday 
to Friday and all day Saturday and Sun-
day. Irish Rail says restrictions apply at 
certain times including major sporting 
events and concerts.

Folding bicycles when covered are 
allowed on Luas and Irish Rail at all 
times.

Image: The N11 approaching the UCD flyover, from the city side. Photo by Cian Ginty

Forget Jams
go by bike 10

A planned cycle route from the Phoe-
nix Park to Point Village seems to have 
strong political backing. 

A survey conducted by Cycling in 
Dublin shows that the Dublin TDs and 
councillors who responded support 
the route, including “reconfiguring the 
quays”. Just under 36% said they sup-
ported the route, while 30% strongly 
supported it. Only 5% were unsup-
portive, while 30% remained neutral. 

Separately, there was strong sup-
port for Dutch or Danish-style cycle 
paths, even if it sometimes means re-
moving traffic lanes or parking. Of the 
respondents, 59% were supportive or 
very supportive, 27% were neutral and 
14% expressed unsupportive or very 
unsupportive attitudes.

The aim of the Phoenix Park to 
Point Village route is to improve the 
experience along the river for pedes-
trians and cyclists.

However the project has been 
slightly delayed, with public consulta-
tion which was due to be held now, set 
back towards the end of the year.

A spokesperson for Dublin City 
Council said: “A workshop for the 
Liffey Cycle Route was held with vari-
ous stakeholders and interest groups 
on 14th December 2012. Following the 
workshop, fourteen options were con-
sidered. These options have been nar-
rowed down to four options which are 
currently being investigated in detail.”

“On completion of the investiga-
tion, a second stakeholder workshop 

will be held at which stage a preferred 
option will be identified. It is intended 
to hold this workshop in the last quar-
ter of 2013.”

Michael Aherne of the National 
Transport Authority says the agency 
and the city council want to get the 
project right and it will take some time 
to do that.

“We’re not slowing down, but we’re 
going to make sure we’ve done what 
we’ve done in way of pre-assessments 
to make sure we’ve picked the right op-
tion,” said Aherne.  He said: “The Liffey 
cycle route is going to take some time. 
We’re down to four options to make 
sure this corridor works for bicycles. 
But it’s such a sensitive area – you can’t 
just go in and say ‘let’s see if it works’.”

“It’s got to work for the bicycle, but 
we also have to understand the rami-
fications for the Luas, the bus, and the 
whole lot,” said Aherne.

He said both a two-way cycle path 
on one side of the river and standard 
flow cycling on each side of the river 
are being looked at. The city, with the 
NTA’s help, is doing computing model-
ling of how the junctions might work.

“Each has their advantages and 
disadvantages. It’s generally about 
how the junctions will work and how 
cyclists get to and from the route,” he 
added.

Other sources say that Luas BXD is 
a concern and there is caution about 
moving too quickly on major projects 
at the one time. 

“The Liffey cycle 
route is going to 
take some time”
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Ireland was ranked as 14th out of the 
27 EU countries for cycling in a new 
European Cyclists’ Federation (ECF) 
report.

The first ECF Cycling Barometer 
report looked at modal share, road 
safety, cycling tourism, the bicycle 
market, and advocacy across all EU 
countries.

“The main purpose of launching 
the ECF Cycling Barometer today is 
to get people talking about interna-
tional comparisons in cycling. We 
are constantly asked which countries 
in Europe are ‘best for cycling’. The 
ECF Cycling Barometer is our way of 
prompting a debate around five di-
mensions of cycling we are prioritis-
ing,” said ECF cycling barometer pro-
ject manager Chloe Mispelon.

Unlike the recent Copenhagen-
ize Index 2013, which focused on cit-
ies and ranks Dublin as 9th, the ECF 
Cycling report looked at all of Ireland. 
Because of this, the two reports can’t be 
directly compared -- Dublin City has a 
cycling modal share of 7.6%, while na-
tionally the share is just 2.4%.

One area Ireland did notably well 
in was the low number of deaths per 
number of cyclists. On this, Ireland is 
only bettered by Sweden, Finland, the 
Netherlands and Denmark.

While deaths are not the only index 
of safety, and a lack of perceived safety 
will stop many people from getting on 
bicycles, Dublin would fare better on a 
deaths per number of cyclist ranking if 
judged alone. In recent years, the bulk 
of cyclists in Ireland are Dublin-based, 
but the bulk of deaths happen else-
where in the country. 

Colm Ryder of the Dublin Cycling 
Campaign said that unlike other recent 

surveys, the ECF Barometer is based 
purely on data. 

The Copenhagenize Index 2013 
named Dublin as “the Great Bike Hope 
among Emerging Bicycle Cities”.  It 
ranked Dublin at 9th worldwide partly 
based on the city’s future plans, a re-
cent large growth in cycling, and high 
‘bonus points’ for “particularly impres-
sive efforts or results”. 

“Visionary political will can be all 
too fleeting but the city seems to keep 
on pushing forward. The city still has 
bicycles on the brain and the National 
Transport Authority is trying to pro-
vide a tailwind,” said the index. 

The report’s authors said: “Dub-

lin’s incredibly successful bike share 
programme has been instrumental in 
re-establishing the bicycle on the ur-
ban landscape. Now larger-scale in-
frastructure projects and a city-wide 
cycling strategy can take the city to the 
next level as it tackles rising urbanisa-
tion with little room left for more cars. 
30 km/h zones and bicycle infrastruc-

ture have combined to make Dublin 
the safest EU capital.”

“With a modal share of 7.5%, the 
city centre can sometimes boast of 
double digits. An incredible rise over 
just six or so years. Dublin is the only 
city after Amsterdam and Copenhagen 
to retain their placement on the Index. 
They scored high on the bonus points. 
They remain an inspiration and a city 
to watch.”

Colm Ryder said it was surprising 
that Munich was behind Dublin on the 
index.

“From reading about the city and 
looking at the money Munich puts into 
cycling – for a city roughly the same 
size as Dublin – they have a €2 million 
budget for the promotion of cycling. 
To me, that’s huge,” Ryder said.

Muireann O’Dea, the chairperson 
of the Dublin Cycling Campaign, ech-
oed Ryder’s view.

She said: “I don’t think Dublin de-
serves that yet. We definitely don’t de-
serve to be ahead of Munich. Munich 
has a much higher rate of cyclists. But 
if it’s a sign of where they think Dub-
lin is going that’s great, I’m happy to 
be proved wrong on it in a few years’ 
time.”

 “People in Munich are likely com-
paring themselves to Berlin or other 
cities with even larger budgets,” he 
added. 

The ECF said on Twitter: “We 
avoided any data based on opinion 
- these surveys look at measured be-
haviour where we have EU wide com-
parisons.”

The Copenhagenize Index 2013 is 
available on copenhagenize.com and 
the ECF Cycling Barometer is viewable 
on ecf.com. 

ireland 14th in europe for cycling 
weeks after dublin polls 9th

Cargo bikes in the park
The first-ever National Cargo Bike 
Championship is set to be held in the 
Phoenix Park in Dublin, on Sunday 
June 16 from 12.30pm. 

Chesterfield Avenue which is partly 
close to traffic at weekends will be the 
location of the championship which 
mirrors similar cargo bike events in 

the Netherlands and Denmark. It’s 
organised by The Dutch Bike Shop, 
Greenaer and Dublin Cycling Cam-
paign as part of Bike Week.

There will be a family focus with 
games and activities such as a cargo 
bike egg and spoon race. It will fea-
ture Dutch and Danish cargo models. 

Model of bikes will include Johnny 
Loco, Bakfiets.nl, Babboe, Larry vs 
Harry Bullit’s, Nihola and Christiania.

“It’s not just a race and it is not all 
about speed – balance, manoeuvrabil-
ity and load carrying capacity will all 
go towards the total score,” says Astrid 
Fitzpatrick, the organiser.

“I don’t think 
Dublin deserves 
that yet”

Image: Afternoon traffic 
in Amsterdam. Photo by 
Copenhagenize Design Company
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latest
Dublin 
cycling 
news

visit
cyclingindublin.com
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Using anything 
but the car is 
nearly unthink-
able for many 
parents of the 
61% of children 
driven to Irish 
primary schools 

in 2011. But while the latest Census 
shows a record number of car-going 
students, the Central Statistics Office 
doesn’t record the transport of chil-
dren under five. 

“Although I prefer cycling in my 
hometown of Amsterdam, I do enjoy 
cycling in Dublin, especially with my 
daughter on her seat on the front of the 
bike,” says Pieter Oonk, father of three-
year-old Julianna. He works at a north-
side based software firm and drops 
Julianna off at pre-school on his way 
to work every morning from Dublin 4.  

“The five minute detour is worth 
every minute. Sometimes we have 
a chat about what she’ll be doing at 
school that day or what she would like 
to do in the afternoon,” he says. 

Halfway across the city in Dublin 
12, Jill Jordan and her husband, Mark, 
cycle their two boys to crèche. For Jill, 
the time saved by cycling 11-month-
old Teddy and Dominic, three, is a big 
factor.

“For us, the commute time is a mas-
sive plus. I can’t park at work, and my 
only other option would be to walk 20 
minutes pushing a buggy and herding 
the three-year-old on his scooter as far 
as crèche then go and wait for an infre-
quent bus that gets stuck in traffic and 
walk another 15 minutes to the office 
at the other end,” she says.

“If I want to see my kids at all at ei-
ther side of the working day, cycling is 
by far the quickest way for me to get 
around - eight minutes to crèche, drop 
off, 15 minutes to work. I’ve timed it,” 
Jill adds. 

Jill also wants to set a positive ex-
ample. “I want them to see their par-
ents being active as much as possible 
and not sitting in traffic giving out.”  

In Santry, Mike McHugh brings 
Eimear, five, to primary school most 
days, and 2-year-old Cormac to crèche 
twice a week. “There are a couple of 
reasons”, he says when asked why he 
cycles his children around. “Spending 
time with them; they love it; it makes 
commuting easier; and it helps to 
spread the child-rearing load.”

He adds: “I’m sure there are other 
reasons, like getting the children used 
to cycling on roads, and exposed to 
cycling, and my personal fitness, but 
they’re not really top priority.”

“It takes about 10 to 12 minutes to 
get from the house to the school,” says 
Mike, a fair-weather cyclist who finds 
his trips are not without their obsta-
cles. He says: “The one disadvantage to 
the route is that I have to cross over the 
M1. I find the Santry-Coolock rounda-
bout very badly laid out, so I don’t use 
it when I’ve got a child on the back. 
Instead I’ll use what the council calls 
a ‘path of desire’ between Ballyshan-
non Road and Oscar Traynor Road – 
it’s a muck and stone path with a lot of 
broken glass, but I’ve only gotten one 
puncture and it’s safer.”

Mike says he started cycling with 
the children “as soon as they could 
hold their heads up.”

The answer to “how soon?” differs 
from child to child. Advice for aver-
age bicycle seats varies but generally 
ranges from six months to a year – the 
important thing is that the child is able 
to support their own head. 

Jill says her two children started 
around 10 months and waiting to put 
the second one on the bike was a time-
consuming pain.

She says: “When I went back to 
work, until Teddy got to 10 months and 
was nice and sturdy, one of us would 
drive both to crèche, drive home, then 
cycle on to work.”

Astrid Fitzpatrick, a Lucan-based 
Dutch cycling mother who runs 
Dutchbikeshop.ie, says that one of her 
children has been on bikes from seven 
months but a ballpark timescale is the 
nine month mark. 

“I tell people the baby has to be able 
to sit up by him or herself and be able 
to support the weight of its head – plus 
helmet – for the length of the journey,” 
she says. “In the beginning you don’t 
bring your baby on hour long cycles. 
Take a 20 minute spin and slowly build 
it up.”

She says: “I do always warn not to 
put babies too young [onto a bike] as 
with the state of Irish roads, with pot-
holes and uneven surfaces, the bounc-
ing around is not good for a child too 
young.” 

When asked about helmets, Astrid’s 
advice is to do it right if you’re us-
ing one on a child. “Wear the helmet 
straight over the eyebrows…it needs 
to be tight enough to not move around 
but not so tight it gives a headache.”

There’s a range of options of seats 
and trailers to suit different needs and 
choices (see panel, right for details). 

Many cargo bicycles are designed 
to hold car baby seats, allowing babies 
to be put on bikes nearly as quickly as 
into a car. Astrid says the Dutch advice 

“If I want to 
see my kids at 
either side of 
the working day, 
cycling is by far 
the quickest way 
to get around”

Rear seats
Child seats that attach onto conventional bicy-
cles are the most popular method of carrying 
children and babies on bicycles. These seats 
can be mounted to the bar under the saddle of 
most types of bicycles. They can be picked up 
in bicycle shops and range in price from €40 to 
around €150. Standard seats carry up to 5-6yrs 
or 22kg, although there are Dutch models that 
can last a child up to 10 years of age.

Front seats
Front-mounted seats put the child between 
their parent and the handlebars. While some 
types are mounted to the crossbar making 
them unsuitable for ladies’ bikes, there are 
models which can be mounted under the 
handlebars of most bicycles. The setup may 
sound awkward but users swear by them. 
Some Dutch models come with a windshield.

trailer bike
A trailer bicycle has its own saddle 
and usually has one wheel – it at-
taches to a parent’s bike and acts 
like a trailer with the added 
bonus that your child 
can peddle. Depend-
ing on the model they 
are generally built for 
children between 3-10 
years old. They sell 
from around €100 to 
above €200, and are 
widely available.

Trailers
Child trailers for bicycles – especially when used 
in traffic – seem to attract the most controversy 
of all bicycle child carrying methods. The fear is 
mostly based on the low position of the trailer, but 
manufactures say trailers are rigorously tested 
and independent trials by an Allianz test centre 

in Germany found that trailers are safer 
than child seats. Trailers start from around 
€150.

Cargo bicycles
Two and three wheeled cargo 
bicycles are longer than 
normal bikes and usually 
come with child and cargo 
holding boxes between 
the handlebars and front 
wheel. Most start in the 
€1,500 range, so while 
they’re not a cheap op-
tion, when partly or fully used 
as a car replacement they’re 
well worth the price tag. In Dublin, 
Greenaer stock the Bakfiets.nl bikes, the Dutch-
bikeshop.ie sell the Babboe range, the Nihola brand is 
held in Fairview’s Littlesport and Danish-built Bullit bikes are sold by On 

Track Dublin. The Gazelle Cabby offers a more foldable front, 
but it comes at a premium and we could not find an 

Irish stockist.

Longtail bicycles
Longtails are a type of cargo 

bike without the large box. 
They have a longer than 

average frame with the 
rear wheel set back 
further allowing for a 
long rear carrier rack. 

The main brands are 
Yuba, Xtracycle and  

Surly’s Big Dummy –  
CycleBike in the city centre stock the latter, while the others don’t seem 
to have official dealers in Ireland, bicycle shops may order them in. 
Xtracycle’s big seller is not just full bicycles but also conversion kits 
that they claim can turn 99% of bikes into a longtail. The kits cost under 
€400 and require some bicycle mechanic skills. 

Rental
Bicycles with rear and front baby seats, bike trailers, and two-wheeled 
cargo bikes are available to rent in the Phoenix Park Bike Hire (086 
2656258 or phoenixparkbikehire.com); and Greenaer in the city centre 
have rental models of their cargo bikes.

child caRRying 
optionS

Hidden outside official statistics are the families transporting their young  
children by bicycle to crèches and schools in Dublin, discovers Cian Ginty 

Cycling 
to the

school 
gates

is two months but she recommends 
four months due our road surfaces. 

But as well as the price tag, cargo 
bike size can be an issue. Although 
two-wheeled versions are no wider 
than their handlebars, they are long, 
and can take up some space. 

“We use one front and one rear 
seat,” says Jill. “I love the front one for 
really little kids. You have your arms 
around them in a manner of speaking, 
you can see them, chat to them and 
point out the sights and hear them.”

She adds: “The front one we have 
switches easily from bike to bike so 
when we just had one kid the dropping 
off parent would leave it in crèche and 
whoever did pick up could stick it on 
their bike in the evening. When I was 
pregnant with Teddy, I had to switch 
Dominic to a rear seat on my bike 
though – I couldn’t wedge my bump in 
behind the front mounted seat!”

Pieter Oonk says his daughter 
started off using a handlebar-mounted 
seat, then went to a rear seat, and is 
now back at the front. “Julianna has 
her own saddle/seat that is mounted 
on the crossbar which means it’s easier 
to talk and look at the same things to-
gether. I also think it gives her a very 
good sense of the attention and antici-
pation that cycling requires which will 

hopefully help her confidence when 
she’s riding her own bike,” he says. 

Doesn’t it rain a lot in Dublin? “Yes, 
but not as often as you’d think,” says 
Jill. “It’s very showery, so you can go 
out on a rainy day and never get wet 
during your time out and about.”

“We would bring the older fella in 
lighter rain. There’s great kids’ rain 
gear on sale in Lidl a couple of times a 
year so we’ve that in various sizes, but 
not for Teddy yet. Since we’ve started 
cycling with him, there’s been some 
terrible days so we’ve used the car then. 
My husband can drive on to work if he 
wants to, but I can’t, so it’s rain, hail or 
shine for me,” she says.

Pieter brings his daughter on the 
bike every day, whatever the weather. 
“Except for the very worst downpours, 
I always bring her by bike. It’s only a 
few minutes away so we don’t really 
use rain gear,” he says. 

“It does rain often in Ireland but 
not very heavily and mostly not for 
very long so it doesn’t bother me too 
much. I have an emergency fold up 

rain jacket that I bring with me for 
sudden downpours but I rarely use it.”

Pieter says the one thing that both-
ers him about the rain is the reaction 
of other road users. “Car drivers in Ire-
land seem to do the opposite of what 
you’d expect – they start to drive faster 
and brake more suddenly,” he says.

Do children like bicycle commut-
ing? Pieter says his daughter enjoys 
their bike rides: “Julianna loves going 
on the bike. Whenever we need to go 
somewhere at the weekend and I ask 
whether she’d prefer to go on foot or by 
bike, 90% of the time, she’ll suggest the 
bike. Keeping her entertained is not 
difficult at all - there is enough to see.”

Mike agrees, saying: “Yup, they 
both really enjoy it, and there’s no 
problem keeping them strapped in, 
helmeted, and entertained. The only 
difficulty is talking to each other [be-
cause of] wind noise.”

Jill says her older son Dominic real-
ly likes going on the bike. “In fact it was 
by his request that we started cycling 
the two of them – he kept asking us 
when he was going to go to playschool 
on the bike again,” she says. “Teddy 
seems to still be sussing it out, he looks 
around loads, and he’s certainly never 
been upset on the bike. I think it’s just 
normal to them very quickly.”

Images: Top: Pieter Oonk and 
his daughter Julianna. Above: 
Jill and Mark Jordan and their 
two sons Dominic and Teddy. 
Photos by Cian Ginty
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When the Irish 
advertising in-
dustry’s self-reg-
ulation body ef-
fectively banned 
an image of a 

family cycling in a park, and a clip 
showing an attempted humorous de-
piction of a cyclist following a bus to 
get free internet, we started an inves-
tigation which highlights how differ-
ently complaints about depictions of 
motoring and cycling are handled. 

Legal cycling activities are treated 
as “dangerous behaviour and unsafe” 
while unsafe and illegal motorist be-
haviour is allowed to be depicted be-
cause it is “reflecting on the heritage of 
the car.”

One of the complaints upheld by 
the ASAI was for an advertorial – a 
paid-for advertisement presented to 
look like newspaper or magazine con-
tent – for Unilever brand Flora which 
was printed in the Irish Daily Mail. It 
depicted a family cycling without hel-
mets in what appears to be a relaxed 
and quiet park setting.

The case file published on ASAI.
ie last year details the response from 
the advertiser: “[Unilever] were of the 
view that if one looked at the context 

of the photograph, it showed a 
family cycling on a very 

quiet path in a 
park, moving 
at a leisurely 

speed. They felt 
that in this con-

text the adver-
tisement could 

not been seen 
to be condoning 

an unsafe practice 
or dangerous be-

haviour because in 
this sedate context it 

would not be danger-
ous or unsafe not to 

wear a helmet.” 
It added that Unilever 

pointed out it is not a legal 
requirement to wear a cy-

cle helmet and therefore the 
depiction was in compliance 

with the law.
The conclusion for that 

case said the Complaints 
Committee, “considered the 

detail of the complaint, the advertis-
ers’ response and the RSA’s view in the 
matter.” 

It added: “The Committee noted 
that cyclists were not required to wear 
a helmet by law but that in the inter-
est of road user safety, it was strongly 
recommended that they did so. They 
considered that the advertisement had 
contravened the Code under section 
2.29 of the Code.”

The second advert, broadcast on 
TV and on YouTube, shows a helmeted 
man cycling down a road chasing a bus 
in order to get free WiFi. A voiceover 
said: “Meteor wrote the book on value, 
page 98 tells you how to get free mobile 
internet”, and both the voiceover and 
on-screen text says “do not chance it”.

The ASAI said the phone company 
responded to the complaint by saying 
the ad is “dialled up for comedic effect” 
and that the “reality was that people do 
not chase buses for WiFi.” 

However, in its published conclu-
sion, the ASAI said: “The committee 
noted that the young male character 
depicted cycling after the bus, was 
wearing a helmet. They also noted 
however that this character was shown 
using his mobile phone while cycling. 
While they accepted that the concept 
of this vignette or scenario was in-
tended to be humorous and that the 
voice-over condemned rather than 
condoned the cyclist’s behaviour, they 
were of the view that the scene never-
theless depicted dangerous behaviour 
and an unsafe practice of using a mo-
bile phone while cycling, which con-
travened Section 2.29 of the Code.”

Section 2.29 of the Manual of Ad-
vertising Self-Regulation is listed un-
der the heading, “Safety”, and states: 
“A marketing communication should 
not encourage or condone dangerous 
behaviour or unsafe practices except in 
the context of promoting safety.” There 
is no other exception listed to rule 2.29. 

As a test case, this publication filed 
a complaint about a car advertisement, 
just as if we were acting as a member 
of the public. 

The test advert was “The 21st Cen-
tury Volkswagen Beetle” – which is still 
on the “VolkswagenIreland” YouTube 
page at the time of writing this article. 
It depicts a number of unsafe and ille-
gal motorist actions including: speed-
ing; reckless driving; improper towing 
of vehicles; and a dangerous load. 

The ASAI rejected the complaint in 
a letter dated January 29 of this year. 

“In this case, when we received your 
complaint, we reviewed the advertis-

how ad bosses ban normal  cycling but 
say illegal  driving  “reflects   heritage” 

ing in question. We do not consider it 
to be condoning unsafe practices but 
rather to be reflecting on the heritage 
of the car. We therefore do not consid-
er the advertising to be in breach of the 
requirements of the Code,” said Orla 
Twomey, the assistant chief executive 
of the ASAI. 

We then pointed out to the ASAI 
that the advert includes “clearly ille-
gal” behaviour and asked why the RSA 
was not consulted.The complaint then 
went to the ASAI complaints commit-
tee. On February 19, a letter signed by 
Frank Goodman, the chief executive 
of the ASAI, said that the committee 
reviewed the file on the complaint at a 
recent meeting and it “agreed with the 
secretariat’s finding”.

Despite our questioning of why the 
RSA was not contacted, it still was not 
contacted before the complaints com-
mittee made its ruling. Unlike on the 
cycling advertisement complaints, the 
committee was left without the advice 
of the RSA. 

For publication, we then asked 
the ASAI: [1] Is the ASAI aware that 
there are strict laws in Ireland around 
towing of vehicles, dangerous loads, 
speeding and reckless driving? And, if 
so, why is the ASAI so willing to allow 
depictions of all three in one advert?

[2] Why did the ASAI seek RSA ad-
vice on the matter of a family cycling 
in a park without helmets (which have 
no legal standing in Ireland), but not 
for a complaint about a car company 
advert (which relates to fairly clear de-
pictions of law breaking)?

[3] If depictions of motorists break-
ing the law is treated as -- as the ASAI 

stated -- “reflecting on the heritage of 
the car” why are depictions of cyclists 
being subjectively unsafe not seen as 
reflecting on the heritage or culture of 
the bicycle?

[4] Is the ASAI aware that the RSA 
only has a remit on roads and not on 
park trails or other off-road paths?

[5] Given the apparent conflict of 
interest the advertising industry has 
with the motor industry (the latter’s 
large yearly advertising spend), one 
group has claimed to us that the differ-
ent treatment of complaints is another 
case of failed self regulation – Does the 
ASAI have any comment on this?

Goodman replied: “As indicated to 
you, this matter was reviewed by our 
Complaints Committee and we have 
no further comment to make.”

After a second attempt to get a 
reply, Goodman said: “We don’t set 
policy in relation to cycling or motor-
ing, we don’t go to the RSA with every 
cycling complaint and we don’t go to 
them with every motoring complaint. 
We have far more complaints about 
motoring than about cycling and we 
would go to them with a lot of those 
motoring complaints.

“We have standard procedures that 
we apply to every complaint about 
every ad that we get, but there are vari-
ations as the examination develops,” 
he said. “There’s absolutely no sugges-
tion in our approach that we are anti-
cycling in any way. We’re well aware of 
the health aspects of cycling and things 
like that and our complaints commit-
tee would be very conscious of that.”

At no point was it put by this publi-
cation that the ASAI is “anti-cycling”.

Cycling without helmets is 
not illegal but now banned 
from adverts, Cian Ginty 
investigates why

“It showed a 
family cycling 
on a very 
quiet path in a 
park, moving 
at a leisurely 
speed”

Above, 
clockwise from 

bottom left: Meteor 
ad warning cyclists of how 
not to get free WiFI; a still 

from the Volkswagen Bee-
tle ad with an overloaded 
car; the banned Flora ad 

with a family in a park; and 
Beetle towing a bus. Insert: 

The ASAI responce.
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For years people have asked 
me why I cycle into work. I’ve 
never been able to explain 
it to them. It’s kind of like 
asking why dogs stick their 

heads out of car windows or chase cats.  
Recently though, a few others I 

know have started to try cycling. Nor-
mally it starts on the few gloriously 
sunny warm days. You see them at the 
bike shed; sweating, exhausted, but 
smiling from ear to ear with a sense of 
achievement. 

Some arrive on sleek new bikes 
bought on the Bike-to-Work scheme 
and others on ancient rust buckets 
with the wheels falling off. They all 
share the same sense of happiness and 
all is well until they discover why peo-
ple tuck their trousers into their socks.

The next few days they’ll mix driv-
ing and cycling in again. Then the sun 
comes out and suddenly sitting in a 
car isn’t appealing. Cycling in town is 
normally faster than driving and easier 
than getting a bus. 

A few will even think that the long, 
crazy cycle from where they live is ac-
tually quite short and enjoyable. The 
birds come out singing and they can 

hear them chirp them on. Children 
and old people wave merrily to them 
and even the dog sticking his head out 
in the traffic jam licks them as they 
pass. They start to think: “I don’t need 
to go into the sweat box gym - I’m get-
ting my exercise going to work.” 

They get yet more time for them-
selves as they don’t need to drive in cir-
cles looking for the one available and 
highly elusive parking spot. Guilt for 
eating ice-cream and having cappuc-
cinos vanishes as they burn off calo-
ries without even noticing. Yes, this is 
the sheer joy of cycling, even for short 
journeys.

Then it rains. New cyclists have yet 
to achieve that inner peace that comes 
with embracing the tenet: “sometimes 
in life you get wet”. Accept it, you’ll feel 
better. Also, cycling with an umbrella 
or bag on your head is just silly. A bike 
without mudguards may look cool, but 
you won’t with a muddy streak up your 
backside. 

This is the day exact day most peo-
ple will get their first puncture since 
being a kid on a BMX. They don’t 
know how to fix it. It’s an unmitigated 
disaster of a day until they discover 

they can jump into a taxi with the 
bike. Try doing that next time your car 
breaks down.

The next few days or maybe weeks 
the bike is abandoned, exiled to the 
far reaches of the shed. Then the sun 
comes back and the traffic is hell. Sit-
ting in a traffic jam with the sun beat-
ing down, they notice cyclists gliding 
effortlessly past them. It’s frustrating 
looking at them. The bike is pardoned 
and allowed to return.

The first day back into the bike shed 

at work, somebody asks how punc-
tures should be fixed. They all learn 
from someone with experience so 
they’ll never be caught out. They also 
learn that good tyres will help prevent 
punctures and some basic steps will 
mean they’re never stranded. 

Back to gliding in and out of work. 
Rain is a pain but sitting in traffic is 
much worse. You learn to deal with 
getting wet. It’s not bad now you have 
mudguards and good tyres. Hills make 
you fit going up and are fun going 
down. You start looking for steeper 
ones on the way to work. You learn to 
both love and hate the wind. You treat 
it as a being of unknown intent. Per-
haps you should start a new pseudo-
pagan wind-worshipping religion.

These are the questions you ponder 
as you cycle past the poor souls stuck 
in the latest traffic jam, as you wave to 
children and old people and pet the 
dog with his head sticking out of the 
window.

This is why I cycle. I might go 
slightly further than some but it’s still 
enjoyable and just as quick as driving a 
car. I know why dogs stick their heads 
out of car windows.

“i know why 
dogs stick 
their heads out 
car windows”
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AVAILABLE WWriting his 
“contribution 
to Bike Week” 
in The Irish 
Times, Fintan 
O’Toole started 

off by saying, “cyclists are the spawn 
of the devil”, and that this statement 
was only the “tiniest tincture of unfair 
generalisation”.

The ire of O’Toole was drawn by 
cyclists apparently disrespecting and 
endangering pedestrians due their 
natural inclination to bully someone 
in response to their own bullying by 
motorists. 

Cyclists who feel they need to use 
footpaths should dismount. While this 
publication has sympathy for cyclists 
who feel they need to cycle on foot-
paths, our sympathy for the rightful 
users of footpaths – people on foot, 
in wheelchairs, and in prams – is far 
greater. 

The disregard for pedestrians in 
Dublin badly needs to be recognised 
and acted upon. This disregard is per-
petuated not just by one group how-
ever - city planners and motorists are 
even more guilty and it is pointless to 
focus attention on cyclists alone.

O’Toole’s analysis of why cyclists 
use footpaths is deeply flawed. It’s 
profoundly lacking in understanding; 
more on that in a minute. 

His first and central mistake is to 
think cyclists are any different from 
everybody else. Cyclists are normal 
people.

Many will break lights, just like a 
massive percentage of pedestrians do 
on a daily basis around Dublin. Many 
will disrespect footpaths, just as a 
huge percentage of motorists do when 

debate on   cycling lacks context 

they park on footpaths on streets and 
in housing estates across Co Dublin. 

The picture O’Toole draws of 
motorists generally obeying the rules 
is a dangerous one. He also says he 
has never “seen a cyclist warned” by 
gardai – well, I have.

O’Toole says he’s seen parents 
pushing prams “forced out into the 
traffic” because of cyclists. My six 
months solid walking around Dublin 
city centre with a pram tells me 
that a few cyclists are annoying but 
many more motorists illegally and 
dangerously obstruct footpaths and 
pedestrian crossings. The time allowed 
for pedestrians to cross the street is 

poor enough without then having the 
crossing blocked by motorists.

Surveys also show that over 90% 
of motorists break the 30km/h speed 
limit in Dublin city centre, and, all 
across the country, RSA data shows 
that when roads were uncongested, 
82% of motorists broke the 50km/h 
speed limit in urban areas. 

O’Toole says footpath-cyclists have 
awareness that they are trespassing 
– this is no different to how joggers, 
runners, pedestrians, and motorists 
treat cycle lanes and cycle paths.

None of the above is trying to 
divert attention from cyclists but 
if you try to deal with cyclist on 

footpaths as if cyclists are different 
than non-cyclists, you will fail. 

“It’s because the cyclists simply 
decided at some point that they would 
all use the narrow footpath,” says 
O’Toole.

People in general and the gardai 
have long tolerated both cycling 
on and motorists parking on the 
footpath. Both are wrongly the norm 
across the country. But the problem 
goes beyond enforcement and 
tolerance. 

This isn’t as O’Toole will claim 
“whataboutery” - looking behaviour  
in isolation as he has tried to is deeply 
wrongheaded. Blaming individuals 
or looking at one group is a mistake 
- as he should know, it’s far more 
complicated. 

In a written parliamentary 
question dated May 28 of this year, 
TD Róisín Shortall asked if transport 
minister Leo Varadkar would “outline 
the regulations in respect of the use of 
footpaths by cyclists”.

Amazingly, nowhere in the reply 
from his department does it say 
that cycling on footpaths is illegal. 
It is illegal. But to muddy the waters 
further the department recently 
brought in secondary legislation for 
“shared use” footpaths. This follows 
UK design which allows cyclists to 
share footpaths with pedestrians 
where it is signposted.

Sometimes there are lines showing 
separate “lanes” for use, but they 
are not obeyed by many pedestrians 
and cyclists alike, and the design 
also allows for total shared space. It’s 
legislation of cycling on footpaths 
through the back door.

It would be hard not to think 
that shared use is just following 
what cyclists already do – but local 
authorities have been using the design 
without any clear legal backing for the 
guts of 20 years.

Dublin City Council used it on 
historical projects including nearly 
the whole length of the Finglas Road, 
alongside Fairview Park and on large 
sections of the former N1 route on the 
Swords and Drumcondra roads. 

This was not done for the benefit 
of cyclists, nor was it done to get 
cyclists out of the way of motorists. 
The city was putting in bus lanes and 
they wanted cyclists out of the way 

of buses. The design is also used at 
some of the junctions of the city’s 
newest and “premium” cycle route 
– including where there is space to 
follow Dutch or Danish segregation 
models. It seems the city wants to 
promote cycling, but also wants to 
keep strong priority for motorists, so 
cyclists and even more so, pedestrians, 
get the short end of the stick. 

Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal, 
and South Dublin county councils 
have made extensive use of the design 
– even if it was decided tomorrow 
to stop its use, it would be decades 
before it was removed from the city. 

It’s a national problem. In recent 
years the Department of Transport 
has funded the spread of designed 
footpath cycling – the department 
itself says it isn’t in a position to 
monitor standards of what it pays 
for. In other councils outside Dublin, 
some officials claim to councillors that 
cycling on footpaths is legal. 

Regardless of legal issues, many 
cyclists must be left wondering, if one 
narrow footpath with a sign is ok to 
cycle on, why not them all?

Meanwhile, the RSA wants to 
keep children off roads regardless of 
how safe or quiet the road may be. Its 
website says: “The RSA recommends 
that children younger than 12 should 
not ride bicycles in any type of traffic.”

Shared use has been proven a 
compromise too far here and in the 
UK. The Dutch and Danish followed 
a different path – they almost always 
segregate transport modes on main 
roads and often on less busy roads. 
The exceptions are on quiet streets or 
where people are not in such a hurry 
close to their end destination, be that 
a residential dead end or a small city 
street. Why still follow the UK?

It’s highly simplistic to water this 
down to, “On the road, trucks bully 
cars and cars bully cyclists.” Blaming 
motorists or cyclists is an easy way out 
which won’t solve anything, when the 
problem is largely a design issue. 

O’Toole should know if you 
want to understand a problem you 
must look at its history to get any 
meaningful understanding. But 
regardless of how he dresses it up – 
and as with many others in the same 
position – his frustration has turned 
into anger and that has blinded him.

“Rain is a pain 
but sitting in 
traffic is much 
worse”

Above: Cyclists stopped at 
red lights - something no 
else apparently sees. Image 
by Cian Ginty.

Cyclists are like everybody 
else, setting them apart 
distorts the debate and 
pushes solutions further 
away says Cian Ginty 

“It’s highly 
simplistic to 
water this 
down to cars 
bully cyclists”

Forget rain, hills and wind; Kevin Morrissey 
explains how it’s all worth it
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dublinbikes rentals 13/09/2009 - 03/05/2013 5,001,280
increase in cyclists crossing the canals 
into the city centre in the last 10 years

68.9%

all dublin 5.1%

dublin City 7.6%
dún laoghaire-rathdown 5.8%
Fingal 2.3%
south dublin 3.1%

pembroke-rathmines 12.25%
Crumlin-Kimmage 9.34%
south-West inner City 8.97%
south-east inner City 8.64%
Clontarf 8.51%
dundrum 7.88%
blackrock 7.53%
Cabra-Glasnevin 7.52%
north inner City 7.52%
rathfarnham 5.96%
stillorgan 5.75%
artane-Whitehall 5.08%
dún laoghaire 4.99%
ballymun-Finglas 4.44%
ballyfermot-drimnagh 4.41%
donaghmede 3.76%
tallaght Central  3.73%
Castleknock 3.48%
Glencullen-sandyford 3.13%
tallaght south 2.26%
Mulhuddart 2.22%
swords 2.17%
lucan 2.11%
Howth-Malahide 2.10%
Clondalkin 2.02%
balbriggan 1.58%
Source: Census 2011

areas listed by percentage of 
commuters who cycle 

@cyclingindublin facebook.com/cyclingindublin

inside the canals
average speeDs 

biCyCles vs Cars
within the M50

12km/h vs 14km/h

69/31

commuters

“97% 
of motorists in Dublin 
city are breaking the 
controversial new 
30kmph speed limit”

- Sunday Tribune  

“82% 
of car drivers surveyed 
exceeded the 50km/h 
limit on urban national 
roads” 
 
- RSa

“70% 
of drivers rate themselves as 
'above average'. Some Irish 
motorists it would seem have 
their rose tinted glasses firmly 
on when it comes to how they 
perceive their own driving skills”

- the aa

“Drivers are at fault in 87% 
of incidents with cyclists – and mo stly 
don’t even realise they have behaved in 
a reckless or unsafe manner”

- Australian research


...We need a sense 
of balance in this 
debate”

“There’s a high percentage of cyclists that are badly behaved and I think 
they need to wake up and face the reality. I think all cyclists have to show 
respect for pedestrians and motorists – we’re all partners in this game and...

- TD Finian McGrath, RTE 6.1 News, 18/05/2013

5.8%
percentage of dublin City commuters who 

mainly cycle that’s according to Census 2011

33,973

current valid dublinbikes long term subscribers12average rental in minutes

dublin City 0
dún laoghaire-rathdown 1*

Fingal  1
south dublin 0  

* a cyclist was reported
collapsed; it is unclear if

this was a road traffic death 

cyclist deaths by area in 2012

GraFton 
street 
sHoppers 
on 
biCyCles 
  (dit survey)

9% 
actual

4%perceived 
by retailers

There’s poor cycling and some cyclists lack respect for others. There’s a need for cyclists on-the-spot fines. There’s also a lack of perspective. Here’s some:

14km/h vs 18km/h

56%
of inbound traffic is cyclists 

on Grove road, d11

75k
number of morning rush 
hour cyclists according  

to the nta 
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10%DISCOUNTfor Bike Week

We know how to 
look after the one 
you love…

Shane Hamm t/a Cyclesure Ireland is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

Why choose Cyclesure 
bicycle insurance 

•	Over 25 years in bicycle insurance 
•	10% discount during Bike Week
•	Year round club discounts
•	 Instant cover and online quotes
•	Accidental/ crash damage whilst in 

use, including any sportives, charity 
cycles

•	Race/competition cover available
•	Loss or damage in transit
•	Low excess €25 as standard on 

damage claims
•	Anywhere in the EU with worldwide 

extensions available
•	Theft from your home, from a 

vehicle and away from your home
•	We replace bikes new for old
•	 Impact, crash and malicious damage 

covered
•	5% over 40’s discount. 20% theft ‘opt 

out’ discount.
•	Marshalled transition area covered 

for theft-without requirement to 
lock the bicycle!

Your bicycle can be a big 
investment that’s worth 
protecting. Home and contents 
insurance may not offer the 
cover you need particularly 
for higher value bicycles. 
Standalone bicycle cover 
with Cyclesure.ie is tailored 
for the real-life risks that 
cyclists face. With options 
available including Public 
Liability, Personal Accident, 
Family Cover, Competition/
Race cover and a Registration/
Marking kit for your bicycle at 
reduced price.
 
Cyclesure.ie are delighted 
to offer a 10% discount for 
Bike Week 2013. Just input 
‘BW2013’ in the promo tab 
on our quote page.

If you don’t require or already have insurance, you can still Register/Mark your 
bike by logging on to www.cycleregister.ie 

Mark it. Register it. Retain it.

Log on today at www.cyclesure.ie

guth.ie

News breaks on Twitter, on radio, or on TV.  What we have gained in 
speed, we have lost in depth. 

Guth will look in depth at the stories that are unknown, undercovered,
or underanalysed. Guth will be a different media voice.

To do that, Guth needs funding. Indepth journalism that delves beyond 
the headlines costs money, and we need your support.

is news. You get what you pay for.

SubSCribe today

For festivals, walking the dog & riding bicycles

• Highly Water-Resistant • Windproof 
• Breathable • Lightweight • Washable

Made in England. Now for Men too! 

www.cambridgeraincoats.co.uk

www.tory-smith.com

Antoinette Berry

Photography by Sarah Steele, bicycle from BEG Bicycles

For festivals, walking the dog & riding bicycles

• Highly Water-Resistant • Windproof 
• Breathable • Lightweight • Washable

Made in England. Now for Men too! 

www.cambridgeraincoats.co.uk

www.tory-smith.com

Antoinette Berry

Photography by Sarah Steele, bicycle from BEG Bicycles

GREENAER

The widest range of 

electric bikes

in Ireland

SEE THE FULL RANGE ON OUR WEBSITE OR VISIT OUR SHOP FOR FREE TRIALS
12a Magennis Place, Pearse Street, Dublin 2 - (01) 6747849

You can now rent an e-bike from Greenaer starting from €40 / day

www.greenaer.ie
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When you hear 
some politicians 
and radio broad-
casters speak of 
Dublin’s cycling 
lobby it draws 

the image of hired guns running 
around city hall after councillors or 
over at Kildare Street in weekly meet-
ings with TDs. 

The way some talk about it, the all 
powerful lobby gets everything. The 
reality is quite different. 

“We certainly don’t get everything 
we want. I think you just have to look 
at the streets to see that’s not true,” says 
Muireann O’Dea, the chairperson of 
Dublin Cycling Campaign. 

O’Dea describes the campaign as 
“the voice of cyclists” in Dublin. She 
says: “We want to make the city bet-
ter for cyclists, but we also think do-
ing that would make the city nicer for 
other people.”

“We’re trying to work with people, 
we’re not anti-motorists… sometimes 
it’s portrayed as a war between mo-
torists and cyclists and that’s not the 
way we want it to be. We just want to 
share the road and get on with cycling,” 
O’Dea says. 

She says there are bad cyclists out 
there but “we’re not here to defend 
those people”. The campaign’s goal is 
to have “a lot more people cycling on 
the streets and for it to be a much more 
relaxed experience”.

“I think it could all be achieved 
by changing driver behaviour, first of 
all, by slowing down cars. I know that 
sounds very unpopular because mo-
torists feel they’re stuck in traffic all 
the time but if we just slow down the 
average speed, [get] rid of the people 
racing to the next traffic lights, it’d be 
much more pleasant to cycle around” 
says O’Dea.

“We help to put cycling on the top 
as a main part of the transport agenda 
in Dublin,” says Colm Ryder, the cam-
paign’s secretary. “We’re not an oppo-
sition group; we’re working alongside 
the local authorities trying to make 
Dublin a cycling friendly city.”

O’Dea highlights the successful re-
moval of the mandatory use of cycle 
lanes as something they’ve pushed for 
a long time – before being revoked, the 

mandatory use law said that cyclists 
must use a cycle lane, regardless of its 
condition or how it was blocked. 

“The 30km/h speed limits in the 
city centre would be one of the cam-
paign’s successes. I don’t think it’s be-
ing enforced enough but still it has 
helped,” she added. 

The campaign work is exclusively 
done by volunteers. Often unseen 
in the background, those volunteers 
work to give Dublin’s councils input 
into projects at the early stages and 
write detailed written submissions for 
public consultations on projects, de-
velopment plans, and local area plans. 
Members of the campaign sit on the 
councils’ transport committees and the 
city council’s cycling forum.  

“It’s very busy, there’s enough work 
there for a fulltime person, certainly 
there’s enough work in cycling pro-
motion for several fulltime people, so 
you kind of always feel that you’re not 
doing enough; that’s the main chal-
lenge,” says O’Dea. She says she joined 
at a Dockland cycling event about five 
years ago and soon after volunteered as 
membership secretary.

“I met some people who are in the 
campaign on that cycle and then I just 
turned up at one of the meetings and 
they were looking for a membership 
secretary so I volunteered because I 
thought it was something I could do 
at home and I wouldn’t have to go to 
meetings,” she said, jokily adding, “Lit-
tle did I know.”

The monthly meeting format has 
been radically changed in the last 
year to make it more attractive to gen-
eral members. The “nitty gritty” of the 
committee meeting takes place before 
the general public meetings, which 
now include talks on cycling related 
topics, usually from an outside expert 
in their field.

“If you cycle a bike, you’re welcome, 
even if don’t cycle a bike, you’re wel-
come to come along,” says O’Dea.

Just under 3,000 people ‘like’ Dub-
lin Cycling Campaign on Facebook, 
but only a small fraction of that are 
paid-up members. 

“That’s a problem with any NGO – 
people don’t understand the amount of 
leg work that’s involved in lobbying,” 
says Ryder. He says it is “critically im-

€10 full day bike hire with this ad

Phoenix Park bike Hire
phoenixparkbikehire.com | 086 2656258

Explore Europe’s 
largest urban park 
with over 20km of 
cycle paths and 
car-free roads 

Bringing you from bike to boardroom in style!

 • waterproof  • breathable • reflective

georgiaindublin.com

After two decades spent striving to 
improve the city for cyclists, the Dublin 
Cycling Campaign is more ambitious 
than ever, they tell Cian Ginty of their 

quest to fill the streets with bikes

Changing  
gears for 
a better 

Dublin portant but extremely hard” to trans-
late that Facebook support into paid 
memberships, but highlights how the 
campaign is gearing up to embark on a 
membership drive.

Ryder says: “Our rewards card is 
ready to launch and we’d hope to see 
a big movement in membership num-
bers. We’d be very hopeful over the 
next two years to see at least a dou-
bling of membership.” New benefits 
to current and new members include 
discounted cycling insurance, and dis-
counts ranging from 5-20% for many 
bike shops, on purchases and services. 

O’Dea says: “Hopefully it’s also a 
way of supporting the bike shops as 
well and other bike friendly businesses. 
It should get going very soon, in June. 
We have a lot of bike shops signed up, 
they’re very keen on the idea so we’ll 
try and expand it, try to get a few cafes 
to support it as well.”

The campaign is about to take on a 
paid member titled ‘Cycling Coordina-
tor’, although the role will start limited 
to a two-day week basis. The role is 
part funded by the European Cyclists’ 
Federation; it will be a joint appoint-
ment by the campaign and An Taisce.

To expand this and possibly look 
at employing more people, O’Dea ex-
plains: “I think we need to go out there 
and look for funding. Corporate spon-
sorship is one way we could look at it.”

“Sometimes it’s 
portrayed as a 
war between 
motorists and 
cyclists and that’s 
not the way we 
want it to be”

“Our links with Europe through 
the European Cyclists’ Federation 
in the last year and a half have 
been vital,” says Colm Ryder, the 
secretary of the Dublin Cycling 
Campaign.

The European Cyclists’ Fed-
eration are now partly funding the 
campaign’s first paid employee. 

The campaign has also been 
taking part in a two-year EU 
Lifelong Learning Programme, 
Volunteers of Cycling Academy 
(Voca). It involves meeting up with 
advocacy groups from ten other 
European cities and hosting them 
in Dublin, which happened last 
year.

It aims to spread knowledge 
about high quality, bike-friendly 
infrastructure by studying real 
examples in various EU cities as 
well as theoretical engineering 
and policy principles. 

“Through the Voca project just 
learning what other cities are do-
ing and seeing it in practice gives 
you a new way of thinking about 
what can be done in your own 
city,” says Ryder.

Campaign chairperson, Muire-
ann O’Dea, says they got involved 
after being contacted by a cycling 
campaigner from Poland.

“We didn’t really know what 
we were getting involved in but 
it’s turned out to be fantastic, as 
a way of seeing of what they’re 
doing in other cities and as well 
we had a group visit Dublin last 
June and they were really positive 
about Dublin,” she says. 

O’Dea says: “They were say-
ing things like, ‘Bucharest is five 
years behind Dublin’…there is 
this feeling that cycling is growing 
throughout Europe and it’s just 
where you are on the scale.”

She adds: “We’ve learned how 
other groups organise them-
selves. I think it’s made us more 
ambitious about what we can 
achieve. Some of the cities we’ve 
visited have been really inspira-
tional, like Seville is incredible, 
the way it’s gone from almost 
no cyclists to 7% in six or seven 
years and they’ve put in really 
good infrastructure.”

thE 
EURopEan
connEction 
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snapshot: an insight into 

Cycling in Dublin surveyed 
Dublin’s TDs and councillors to 
find out their opinions on cycling, 
Colm Moore looks at the results

At AECOM we are 
planning and designing 

better facilities for 
cyclists in Ireland

For more information please contact
Joseph.Seymour@aecom.com

pictuRe: Dorset Street Upper - cyclists often complain 
about cycle lanes which double as parking. 

Of the 53 politicians who responded on this design, the 
majority saw it as unacceptable, with 43% agreeing it should 
be phased out as soon as possible and a further 34% seeing 
it as something that should be phased out over time. 13% 
saw it as a balance between the need for parking and cycle 
lanes and several commented that it was sometimes difficult 
to decide between competing needs.

pictuRe: Royal Canal Bank in Phibsborough, behind the 
library and next to Mountjoy Prison, along the alignment of 
the former Broadstone Branch of the canal.

It is a low-speed, one-way residential street, where cy-
clists are allowed to travel in both directions - one of only a 
few such streets in Dublin. This design is more widely used 
in Berlin, Paris, Amsterdam and Copenhagen. 

pictuRe: The 'shared use' area on the Grand Canal cycle 
route at Grand Canal Street Lower, where cyclists, pedes-
trians and wheelchair users mix without kerbs, barriers or 
bollards.

While a combined 78% of politicians were supportive or 
neutral on shared use areas where cyclists, pedestrians and 
wheelchair users mix, 60% (26 out of 43) of respondents on 
this issue felt this particular design sends mixed messages 
to cyclists - who are usually told not to cycle on footpaths - 
and 59% (19 out of 32 who expressed an opinion) felt this 
design should never be used on a premium cycle route.

While 67% (29 out of 43) considered it an inviting place 
for cyclists, a majority felt it was not an inviting place for 
pedestrians 55% (24 of 44), for people who are blind 73% 
(30 of 41) or for older people 73% (32 of 44).

Several politicians commented that it was sometimes 
difficult to decide between competing needs and that this 
design was constrained by the physical location.

Excluding those 
politicians that 
didn't comment, 
59 (100%) were 
supportive or 
very supportive of 

DublinBikes, the city's public 
bike share system and similar 
schemes. 58 (98%) were sup-
portive or very supportive of 
the Bike-to-Work scheme that 
gives workers a tax rebate on 
bicycles used primarily to get 
to and from work. 

There was strong, but less 
overwhelming, support for 
Dutch or Danish-style cycle 
paths, even if it sometimes 
means removing traffic lanes 
or parking. 59% were support-
ive or very supportive, with 
27% neutral and 14% express-
ing unsupportive or very un-
supportive attitudes.

The proposed Phoenix Park 
to Point Village cycle route 
which will likely involve re-
configuring the Liffey quays to 
provide a better experience for 
pedestrians and cyclists gained 
strong support, with 66% sup-
portive or very supportive with 
only 5% being unsupportive.

Again there was very strong 
(92%) support for 30km/h 
speed limit zones at schools. 
69% were supportive or very 
supportive of such zones in 
residential areas, while 61% 
were supportive or very sup-

portive of lower speed limits in 
town and city centre locations, 
with 19% opposing them.

Politicians were gener-
ally neutral to unsupportive 
(combined 81%) of barriers on 
cycle routes, such as the 'kiss-
ing gates' that feature on some 
of the western section of the 
Grand Canal route from Bal-
lyfermot to Adamstown. 

Barrier-free cycle routes 
(combined 97% supportive 
or neutral) and shared use ar-
eas (combined 78%) where cy-
clists, pedestrians and wheel-
chair users mix without kerbs, 
barriers or bollards received a 
strong backing, as did contra-
flow cycle paths (combined 
90%) allowing cyclists to safe-
ly go two-ways on one-way 
streets. Allowing bicycles on 
Luas off-peak or when it's not 
busy received a combined 85% 
supportive or neutral opinion.

The double-edged sword of 
on-the-spot fines for cyclists, 
similar to those that motorists 
receive for offences like speed-
ing or nuisance parking, had 
a less emphatic 22% very sup-
portive and 42% supportive. 
If introduced, such fines are 
likely to be much more com-
mon than the currently rare 
court prosecutions, but errant 
cyclists would be able to avoid 
a court conviction.

do they support cycling-friendly measures?

In total 64 (36%) out 
of 177 Dublin politi-
cians participated in 
the survey. Of the 64 
responses, 25 were 
by Labour repre-

sentatives, reflecting that 
party's strong support in the 
Dublin area. 17 were from 

Fine Gael, 7 Fianna Fáil, 
6 Sinn Féin, 2 United Left 
Alliance, 1 People Before 
Profit Alliance and 5 from 
independent politicians.

While only 7 (15%) out 
of the 47 TDs in Dublin re-
sponded, a much healthier 
54 (42%) of the 130 city and 

county councillors did - 
perhaps with an eye on next 
year's local elections. 

The best response rates 
were from politicians in 
the Dún Laoghaire-Rath-
down council area at 44%. 
Councillors and TDs from 
the Dublin City and South 

Dublin council areas were 
tied at 37%. There was a 
relatively poor response rate 
of 27% from the more rural 
Fingal area. 

No politicians identi-
fied themselves as primarily 
representing the Balbriggan 
Town Council area.

dublin politicians’ views 
Who responded to the survey?

how often have 
they cycled in the 
last six months? 

Some 23 (36%) of the 
politicians said they 
were regular cy-
clists, cycling daily 
or weekly. 22 (34%) 
were less frequent 

cyclists, while 19 (30%) never 
cycle.

 84% of the respondents 
who cycle said they do so at 

weekends, with 48% cycling 
at rush hour and 36% having 
cycled at night in the last year 
- showing some commitment 
to cycling. Dublin city centre, 
busy & quiet roads and parks 
were all frequented, although 
only a fifth of the cycling poli-
ticians have cycled on a rural 
road in the last 12 months.
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Keith byrne explains why 
he uses a helmet camera 
when cycling to work

I cycle with a camera because you 
wouldn’t believe the stories if I 
told you. You’d think I was exag-
gerating my experiences. Could 
interacting with other road users 

really be that bad?
Let’s be honest, it’s not that bad. 

Most of the time cycling is fantastic. 
It’s my principle way to get to work and 
pretty much anywhere on my own, all 
year round. I could take the bus, train 
or drive. But cycling does it for me. 

I find it consistent no matter the 
weather and traffic conditions. It’s also 
great to get a bit of exercise out of the 
way in a day. I once brought a cheese-
cake to work on my back carrier for the 
office bake-off. Cycling is that versatile. 
Ok, the cheesecake looked a sight at 
the end, but it was a cheesecake after 
all, you get my point.

On these journeys, I have to in-
teract with many different types of 
road users and road surfaces. So it’s 
all about the interaction. The road be-
haviour. I would like nothing better 
than to be segregated away from faster, 
noisy traffic in a cycle track, cruising 
along like we see in typical Dutch and 
Danish cycling infrastructure. It would 
also transpire that the typical irate and 
impatient driver I meet would like me 
to be in segregated infrastructure also. 
Why else would they try to squeeze 
past me or beep at me to get out of 
their way? 

I’m fed up with poor quality cycle 
lanes covered in road grit and glass. 
Cycle lanes that often put me in the le-
thal door zone or reintroduce me back 
to faster traffic in abrupt ways. Cycle 
lanes that are painted into already nar-
row traffic lanes. Cycle lanes that are 
thought out and easy to use are good, 
but an advisory cycle lane of barely a 
metre painted into a three metre wide 
traffic lane is just crazy. 

If every driver who passed me drove 
a 1.6m wide Fiat Punto, then this could 
be borderline bearable, but they don’t. 
A car can be from 1.6m to 2m wide. A 
double decker bus is nearly 2.6m wide. 
Bicycle handlebars are 0.8m wide or so 
and I need space when a driver over-
takes me. Do these numbers make 
sense in a narrow space? No - cycle 
lanes work better on wider roads of 
3.5m or more with no parked cars. 

So, we have to share the current 
road space. This is mostly successful, 
but at times some total bullies come up 
behind me. Some dreadful, impatient 
and selfish driving puts my life at risk, 
and for what? So that’s where the cam-
era comes in. I capture it and in bad 
cases I report it to the gardai. Other 
than that I put it on YouTube.

GUIDED & SELF GUIDED LEISURE TOURS
Private groups and individuals catered for

Accommodation & all tour logistics looked after

EXPERIENCED IN ORGANISING CHALLENGE 
CYCLES IN IRELAND & FRANCE
Well researched route,   Experienced guides

Excellent accommodation & food stops

IRISH CYCLING SAFARIS
Belfield Bike Shop, UCD,  Dublin 4

www.cyclingsafaris.com
info@cyclingsafaris.com        (01) 2600749 

CYCLING TOURS THROUGHOUT IRELAND & EUROPE

“It tells the story 
for itself. It takes 
the details and 
makes it simple to 
report”

I also happen to capture random 
fun and positive things I see when I’m 
cycling around enjoying myself. You 
know, those moments you see that 
make you smile. When I’m on a bike, 
it’s much more sociable than being 
stuck in a car alone. I’m always chat-
ting to people along the way. It’s a great.

There are thousands of videos on-
line from lots of camera cyclists. We 
are not out looking for trouble, con-
trary to some people’s opinions. We 
are sick of the bullies and bad driving. 
We have been involved in some seri-
ous incidents both before the camera 
and after. In some cases, the police do 
nothing about it, as in a recent episode 
in the UK where a cyclist was chased 
by a van driver and assaulted in an un-
provoked attack. 

Can you imagine telling that story 
without the camera? Your word against 
his. Then to have the actual footage 
and still nothing is done? That’s simply 
unacceptable.I’ve noticed an increas-
ing number of motorcyclists using 
cameras. I’ve seen and met car driv-
ers using dash cams. There are more 
cyclists using cameras now too. Why? 
It’s an eye witness. It tells the story for 
itself. It takes the details of the incident 
and makes it simple to report.

However you do it, and wherever 
you do it, enjoy cycling. Don’t let any-
one bully you off the road and don’t 
get stuck navigating some of the more 
daunting road infrastructure. If you 
do, be vocal about it and get it out 
there. Take care and stay safe.

Keith tweets about cycling at 
http://twitter.com/CyclingVillage

eyewitness
on your head

YouTube: Without footage many 
dismiss the idea of motorists 
driving on footpaths.  

 
From 
fashion
to pure 
utility
a run-down of every day 
on-bike storage for carrying 
shopping to work gear

the basics
If there isn’t a rear rack on your bi-
cycle, they start at around €20 and 

are well worth a small investment. 
Racks are versatile; you can strap 
anything on them from newspapers 

to flowers, to a big pack of loo roll – 
all you need is a bungee cord (a small 

elastic strap with hooks on the ends) 
that sells for around €3 a cord. A sturdy 

rack can also be handy for giving a friend 
a lift.

For holding panniers bags that are de-
signed to attach to your bicycle, racks are   

vital (see selection of panniers below, right). Panniers take 
a lot of the effort out of carrying shopping, your laptop, or 
anything else on your bike. They’re a great alternative to 
using a backpack and reducing the likelihood of sweat on 
your back. 

As most DublinBike users 
can tell you – baskets are 
handy as hell. These come 
in all shapes and sizes – and 
include ones designed to sit 
on the top or side of a rear 
rack. Some users find balance 
an issue and keep the load to 
a minimum, while others will be 
happy to cycle with a heavy bag 
of shopping in the basket. Wick- er 
baskets start from around €20 and steel ones 

from about €30 upwards.

Front racks come mainly in two designs 
– the wider Dutch type, which 

fit cargo crates, and narrow 
ones, which are mainly 
sold for cycling touring 
holidays. Crates are some-
times seen as the male 
version of baskets but in 
reality they offer little other 

than a bit of extra storage.  

Pictured, anti-clockwise from  
far bottom right

Vaude Cycling 25 / Union 34
A reader – James Gallagher – 
recommends the Vaude Cycling 
25 (pictured) as well as the Union 
34 because both have the appear-
ance and functionality of a normal 

backpack – and the straps neatly 
tie away before you clip it onto you 
bike. Both bags retail a bit above 
€100.

Basil Elements-Shoulder Bag
This 17L shoulder bag is one 
of many hand or shoulder bags 
deigned to go with your bicycle but 
not stand out off the bike. A zip 
pocket covers over the clips when 
not in use. It retails online for about 
€40.

Brick Lane Roll-up Panniers
If you have money to burn this 
pannier from saddle maker Brooks 

comes in at £180 pounds. Both 
sides hold 14L. Their practical ad-
vantage is that they can be rolled 
up when not in use but the water 
resistant cotton fabric and the 
“Vegetable Tanned Leather” and 
the brand name makes the price 
very impracticable for most.

Ortlieb Back Roller Classic
Described as a “no-compromise, 
waterproof rear pannier with an air-
tight roll top closure system” which 
are built for long-distance touring 
but are used by many hard-core 
utility commuter cyclists. They’ve a 
capacity of 40L. €100 each

a selection of 
panniers 
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As the number of cyclists has increased 
in the Dublin city area in recent years – 
including many inexperienced cyclists 
and, reportedly, many reckless ones 
too — the death and injury rates have 
not followed this increase. Instead, 
the trend for these collisions is down-
wards.

There has been a marked increase 
in the number of cyclists on Dublin 
City roads in the past number of years. 
The annual Dublin City Council canal 
traffic counts show 45% more cyclists 
entering central Dublin between 2006 
and 2012, and the latest Census shows 
an increase of 26% of people who iden-
tify themselves as mainly cyclists. On 
top of this there are between 5,000 and 
7,000 DublinBikes trips per day since 
the scheme’s launch in 2009. 

Ireland has a notably low num-
ber of deaths per number of cyclists 
compared to other EU countries, ac-

cording to the ‘ECF Cycling Barom-
eter” which was released by the Eu-
ropean Cyclist Federation at the start 
of June. Ireland is only bettered by 
cycling-friendly and safety conscious 
Sweden, Finland, the Netherlands and 
Denmark. Importantly, Dublin fares 
much better than the rest of Ireland, 
as the bulk of cyclists are now Dublin-
based, with the majority of deaths hap-
pening outside of the capital.

With the increasing number of cy-
clists, if the death and injury rate had 
remained stable, it would have repre-
sented a relative decline compared to 
the amount of cyclists. Thus the re-
corded data shows a notable decline, 
in percentage and actual terms.

It may not be possible to firmly 
link the rise in cyclist numbers and 
the reduction in death and serious 
injury rates, but we can say it is clear 
that these extra cyclists don’t mean the 

rates rise: it can mean they decline.
Where a link between an increas-

ing amount of cyclists and a reduction 
in the death and injury rate has been 
established, it is called the “safety in 
numbers” effect. So, does data shown 
in our chart show safety in numbers 
for cycling in Dublin? 

In his article, ‘Safety in numbers: 
more walkers and bicyclists, safer 
walking and bicycling’, public health 
consultant Peter Jacobsen found that 
in Europe and North America, where 
the number of those cycling and walk-
ing increased there was a lower fre-
quency of collisions between these 
groups and motorists. 

Jacobsen says this result is “un-
expected” as it is “unlikely that the 
people walking and bicycling become 
more cautious if their numbers are 
larger, it indicates that the behaviour 
of motorists controls the likelihood 
of collisions with people walking and 
bicycling. It appears that motorists ad-
just their behaviour in the presence of 
people walking and bicycling.”

This is consistent with research 
showing that motorists are mostly 
responsible for motorist-cyclist colli-
sions – motorists are to blame for 68% 
of collisions according to data from 
London released in May; 88% accord-
ing to a study from Australia published 
in 2010, and 73% according to research 
from New Zealand. 

Similarly, the increase of cycling 
in Dublin has been accompanied by 
complaints from cyclists and non-
cyclists alike that most or many new 
and/or current cyclists are somewhere 
between inexperienced and reckless. 
However, despite the greater number 
of inexperienced cyclists on Dublin’s 
roads, the data shows that the death 
and injury rates have not increased. 
The opposite has happened -  death 
and injury rates have continued to de-
cline.

If cyclists in Dublin are as reckless 
as is often reported and there has been 
a marked increase in inexperienced 
cyclists on the roads, cyclist behav-
iour seems to have little to do with the 
death and injury rate. Motorists seem 
to have adjusted their behaviour to the 
rising number of cyclists around them.

However, it should be noted that 
deaths and injuries are not the only 

index of safety, and, regardless of cold 
facts, a lack of perceived safety will 
stop many people from getting on bi-
cycles.

DATA AND LIMITATIONS
While all deaths are regrettable, the 
number of cyclist deaths and injuries 
recorded by the gardai and compiled 
by the Road Safety Authority in their 
annual ‘Road Collision Facts’ reports 
are so low that patterns can sometimes 
be difficult to analyse.

It is worth noting that given the 
figures are so low, small changes in the 
death rate may occur in the future – for 
example if the death rate was as low as 
1 death per year then an extra death 
would be a 100% increase. While casu-
alties may rise in the coming years this 
is still an improvement on the histori-
cally high figures. 

On the other hand, a country-wide 
HSE report (Admission to Acute Hos-
pitals for Injuries as a Result of Road 
Traffic Collisions in Ireland 2005 – 
2009) found a “major under-reporting 
of serious injuries following road traf-
fic collisions” and “In particular, the 
number of cyclists injured is under-
estimated by the RSA.” 

It referenced another report from 
Sweden which also found cyclist in-
jures to be under-reported by police to 
a larger degree than other types of col-
lisions, but both reports have little or 
no detail as to why this may be.

One explanation is that individual 
or group sporting and exercise cycling 
injuries – such as on-road training 
rather than off-road mountain biking 
– are wrongly recorded as road traf-
fic incidents by hospitals, while such 
events are highly unlikely to be report-
ed to the gardai.  

More generally, cyclists seem to be 
turning up at hospitals with relatively 
less serious injuries compared to most 
other road users. Backing this idea, is a 
low “average daily bed occupancy” rate 
recorded in the report, which shows 
cyclists with a rate of 2.8 days per in-
jury compared to 15 for car drivers, 
10.5 for car passengers, and 11.5 for 
pedestrians. Basically, on average, out 
of the casualties who were admitted as 
in-patients to hospital, cyclist casual-
ties were sent home much quicker than 
other road users.

safety in numbers for 
dublin city cyclists? 

“It appears 
that motorists 
adjust their 
behaviour in 
the presence 
of people 
walking and 
bicycling”

THANK YOU!
Two decades have seen

a lot of changes

Dublin Cycling Campaign

volunteers have been

making a big difference

Lobbying state agencies, local & 

national governments.

Promoting cycling & cycling advocacy at 

conferences, parades & festivals.

Lets help make Dublin a real vibrant 

living city together. 

Where everyone can feel happy 

cycling to school, work or to meet 

friends.

What’s next? 

You can make
a big difference

dublincycling.ie/join
twitter.com/dublincycling
facebook.com/dublincycling

Safer speed limits

Ban on large (5 axle) trucks

Dublin Bikes

Growing cycle network

Extra cycle parking

Tax savings for bike purchase
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More cyclists may mean safer 
roads Cian Ginty and Colm Moore 
crunch the numbers  



96 Pearse Street, Dublin 2 
01-6773111 | www.freewheeling.ie

Open 8.15am - 7pm Monday to Friday, and 10am - 5pm Saturdays

Special OfferS
10% off all repairs and 

accessories*
free ‘i      DUB’ t-shirt 

with this advert*
*Valid June 15th-29th with this advert, while stocks last

freewheeling Bicycle Shop evolved  
from a desire for cyclists to look as fabulous as 

they feel while cycling. 

Stocking a ‘bespoke’ collection of bicycles and 
accessories from all over the world, our shop 

aims to make your ride that little more special. 

Our brands include Giant, pitango, create, 
Kellys, Sensa, Bianchi, foffa, BSp, Bern, Knog, 

Nutcase and New looxs. 




